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1 * booke (by way of à continual 

Allegorie) ſheweth, how a godly 
man, whome the Author calles Deſbei 
the manner ofa pilgrime, by direction of 
his Paſtor or Preacher,whom he termeth 
a Shepheard , , beginning at the Feare o 


God, — he fitly calleth the Pallace off 
Humility, paſſeth from one vertue to a 
nother, yet not without the aſſault of mat 
ny vices, till at the laſt hee attaines to the 

loue ot God, and co the Fruition of him 
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- | gious, and delectable Dialogue 
leaching the true and readie wa y 


0d by which wee may attaine 

. | to che perfect loue of 

ref 4 Cad. 

ono f 

nett CA. I, 5 

re o Deſiregoeth on Pilgrimage, 5 3 

- ol { panes Here liued ſametimes in a : 
rack andſclitary deſert, a he- 

7 bp and Religious Father, 

» the whale chieleſt care, and dat- 


J 
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Chae) i» excrciſe, was with la- 

1 tg, watching, and pꝛap- 

| ing, continually to ſcrue God, This holp Fa- 

F ther was moued on a time with a zealeus and 

barty Deſire, to find out the true and ready 

'wap(af poſſibly hee could) to true wiledome, 

and the loucof God. Therfoꝛe he reſolued with 
2 to trauaile ouer the whole wozld, ik 

pely he could find a Maſter able to inſtrua 
n him W this relalation be 
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2 The Soules Deſire, 
departed from his houſe, ind thenfir began his 


determined tourney. Pow alter this holp Fa- 


ther, (whom wee will call, Dcefiderins 82 De- 
ſire) had meaſured the deſert, with along and 
weariſome tranatle, he firſt en ountred a re- 
uerend old ſhepheard : who fed his flocke , ina 
pleaſant green meadow, beautified with varie. 
ctpoffwet ſmelling flowers: with the light of 
whom, being geeatlpcomloꝛted: hauing long 


trau ailed, and pet met with no man, hee ſaluted 


him in maner following. Py lomng B2othzer, 
now thanked be God who hat directed mee to 
meet pon here. To whom the che heard re tur- 
ned anſwere Jltk2wiſe am glad of this our 
meeting tell me what (ceke pouin this loliitarp 
deſert? J (ceke quoth De fire, a certaine unight 

who as J vnderſtand ts trauailed this. wap. 

En r. 
He is inſtructed by prelates and fpirt- 
tuall Paltors, 

His Pilgrim, and this paToz thus met ko- 

gither , Deſire attentiuely noted with ad- 
miration, the great care, and diligence, which 
this good ſhepheard vied, towards the flocke 
committed ta his charge, firſt hee had in his 
hand a rodde, oꝛ wande: on his right fide, there 


hung a ſcrip oꝛ bagge on his feete, hee woze | 


wooden pattens, his garment was a long coat: 
on bis left ſide, at his girdle, there bung a little 


bone, 


d 


and hope of Heauen. 3 
. doꝛne, and on hie right ſide, an other ſome what 
greater, two great Dogges followed him on 
d | each ſitc, and faſt by, was his homely cot- 
tage, fencedand compaſſed about with bu- 
3 ſbes, andthoꝛnes. The tepheard, perteauing 
| howattentinely Deſire behcld and noted him, 
a ſked ol him, ti e cauſe therol:andiſ he neuer had 
lerne a ſhepheard befoze 2 De. Truely Bo- 
d | fber, J haue off ſerne many, but neuer one ſo 
s, | wel pꝛonided as ycu ſelſe, wherefeze pardon 
mee, and it it bee not troubleſome to you, an⸗ 
aͤnſwere mer to that J ſhaflaſke of you. Shep. 
x | Vou ſhall uot bee cffenfine to mee, il pour de⸗ 
maunds. be but ſuch as J map anſwere, De. 
Wherefoze doe ponucerrp this ſtaffe in your 
hand: Shep. J meruaile not a little, why pou 
alke mee that, foꝛ conſidering, pour ſelle area 
ſhepheard, as J am, how can you bee igno- 
kant ok the vie ofit 2 J vſe this ſtaffe, both fog 
mp apde, and ſtap, that going vp anddown, 
with my ſherpe, J ſtumble not and fall - and 
alſo, there with J oꝛter and rule my flocke, 
direain : them therewith, to kepe their 
tight way, and pzchibiting them to wan- 
der and ſtrap, but to keepe together, not 

| allowing each one to go ſenerall wapes - foz 
il any one chance to ſeuer from my taacke, 03 
to ſollow alter any other, then my ſelfe, with 
this affe , J infozce him ant dꝛiue him, dntill 
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The Soules Deſire, 
he vntte bimſelle againe to his fellowes. De. 


What doe pou carry in this ſcrip that pou 


weare? Shep. Foure things: A tinder bore 
to ſtrike fire, wherwith in cold winter J map 


warme mp ſelfe, and dꝛeſſe ſuch meate as 


ſerueth my lellowes, and me, alſo bꝛead, onp- 
ons, a bore of 8pninicnt, and ſalt, whereof ef- 
pecialip F oft giue mp ſheep, De. Mh do pou 
weare woden pattcns on pour feet? Shep. To 


keepe me warme in winter, when it is Froſt, 


and Snow: fo2 if J ſhould weare moe coltlp, 
oꝛ curicus, thep weult ſone be woꝛne out with 
much going about, De. What ſtg nific th this 
long garment that you weare? Shep. This is 
my habit, without which no man would know 
mee to bee a ſhepheard. De. Wherecf is this 
garment made? Shep. Ol ſheepe ſamnes. De. 


Might it not bee made of Molucs o2 other 


beaſts ſkins? Shep. No foꝛ my ſheepe would 
eaſilp find that by the ſmell. and ſo would pꝛe⸗ 
ſently fly away from me, but ſeeing me cladde 
in their owne ſkinnes; thep loue and foliow 
mee continuallp. De. What haue pou in the 


boꝛne thathangeth on pour left fide? Shep. 


An oxntment, wherewith J dꝛeſſe my ſheepe 
that bee infected with the ſcabbe. De. Mhat 


in the bigger, that hangeth on the right ſive! | 


Shep. A marking ſtone, whereby J know 
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them from other mens ſhespe. De. Foz * 
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ou |, inthe nigbt, and keep away the wolues,wher- 


re 


Becauſe J haue a kind and bountifull Malter, 


alter? De. He is called, the Loue of God. She. 
J knob right weil the place of his abode. And 


às J haue, and wert euerp wap ſuſſicient foz. 


this charge koꝛ loue, and ſaid to him. Mp bꝛo- 


a certaine Knight which wandzeth ſolitarilp, 


and Hope of Heauen. 
bſe doe you keep thoſe dogs? Shep. Thep bark 


by both my ſhepe bein moze ſafety, and 7 mp 
felfe take mp reſt moze quietly, De. Mhy 
are pou ſo careſull ouer this pour charge: She. 


who hath pꝛomiſed mee a great reward, al- 
though J doe it not in regard of reward, but 
rather foz the loue J beare to him. 
3 CHAP. II. 
Of the ſame Argument. 

Eſire now grew into great admiratt- 

on with himſelfe, and was greatlp pleas 
ſed, hearing that this ſhepheard did vndertake 


ther, conſidering pot conuerſe loꝛ the moſt part 
in theſe pleaſant fields, can pou certfic me of 


bp and dolvne alone? by reaſon that beeing 
expelled his poſſeſſion by his owne ſubiecs , 
be is conftratned to ſeeke ſonte place ofabode 
here hee map reſt andſettle bimſelfe. Shep. 
What is the name of this Knight, pou enquire 


if thou hadſt experience to keepe mp flocke 


ſuch a charge. J would my ſelle bzing thee to 
hum, that thou mighteſt not as heretofoze _ 


— — 
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der vp and downe fo ſeeke him, be 4v.2th 
ſhepheards, and willingly conuerſeth with 
them. And although he be a noble, and renow⸗ 
med Knight, yet is hee notwithſtanding the 
ſon ofa ſhepheard, But perceiuing thee, to bee 
a man of a weake , and tender corſfitution , 
ano vniit of thy ſelfe, to vndertake the charge of 
mp flocke, not able to follow them through 
this ſolit arp deſert, J thinke it merte, thou 
ſhouldeſt aſſap another ſourner, De. What 
other iourney doe pon adutſe me to take: Shep. 
Firſt muſt pou paſſe thꝛough this ſolitary de⸗ 
ſert, and not farre hence, ſhall pou finde a fatre 
and itately Pallace: This Pallace is inhabited 
onely with Uirgins, of whome you ſhall 
learne the abode of this Knight: foz ſuch is the 
courteſie,affability,and honeſt cariage of him, 
that willingly, he conuerſeth with all, that ſcek 
after him. This diſcourſe of the ſhepheard, 
pleaſed Deſire not a little, and the rather, being 
put in hope, by him to find out the Loue of 
God. Mho ſaid to him, teach me, J pꝛay vou 
the ready wap that J muſt take leaſt that per⸗ 
baps thꝛough ignoꝛance, J happe to goe awꝛp. 
Shep. Imap nut mp ſelfe foꝛſake my flock, vet 
will J appoint thee a conuenient companion in 
this thy iourney, who accompanping thee, 
by the afiſfance of God, thou ſhalt not eafily 
goe out of thy wap:take with the this my 
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and Hope of Heanen. 7 


mp «. e. De. Mbat is hisn ameꝰ Shep- 
Good will, De. Fare wellmp Brother. Shep. 
And yon alſo, to whome J wiſh a pꝛoſperous 
tourney. 
Een 3+. 
Of the Houſe of Humility, 
Ere Dcfire leauing the ſhepheard vnder⸗ 
tooke his journey, accompanied with his 
Log; running by his ſide: which was no little 
comfozt to him on the wap, and now haung 
trauailed, many dates andnights, be entred on 
a Sundap, into a moſt pleaſant græn meddow, 
ſeated in a dꝛy and rocky ſoile, wherat Deſire 
meruailed not a little, to ſe ſo pleaſant, and ſo 
greene a meddow, lping in ſo ſtony and fo 
barren a place, ouer growne about, with bu- 
ſhes, and thoꝛnes. And entring farther in, 
he found there brulte, a ſtately, faire Pallace , 
the fight whercof, pleaſed him much, But 
comming neare he found the gates ſhut, and a 
certain Uirgin ſtanding without, modeſt as to 
him ſeemed, both in her attire, and behauſour? 
who at the ſiglt of Deſires dogge, began to 
bee airaid. Ni home Deſire temlezted, and 
bid her not to leare, aſſuring her, his dogge 
would not hurt her. And meruailing, to 
ſee her ſtand thus alone without, hee deman- 
ded of her, whp ſhee ſtood there, who an- 
lwered hun, that ſhee expened the opening 
ol 
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of the gates to goe in. Then demanding farther 
ber name ol her, ſhe anſweredfaping;J am cal⸗ 
led Vaine- glory. S obo Deſire hauing long 
expected the opening ok the gates, and per⸗ 
ceiuing his attendance to bee all in vaine, be⸗ 
ganne to call, and knocke at the gate with a 
hammer, banging therat, called Longanimity 
and pzeſentlp came foꝛth an ancient reuerende 
man, who opened ihe gate. This man was 
called the Feare of God. who was both pozter 
and keeper of all this Pallace, whom Deſire 
ſceing, and finding a graue and wile rene- 
rend man, was greatly cheared in bcholding 
him, and after due reuerente done to him, ſpake 
to him in manner following. God fir quoth 
he,) mp cemming hither, is to ſccke out a 
Linight, called the Love of God: WhoasJ 
am totoe, is traueled thꝛcugh this defert, and 
bath bis abode now in this Pallace, wherefoze 
' bumblp deſire of pou to know if hee bee here 
within oz no. At this demaund of his, the poz- 
ter retoyced,fo2 he loned the Love of God, cut 
as his own bꝛother, and aſacd of him, wp he 
ſought after this Knight. De. I ſceke him not 
onelp becauſe I am grcatly delighted with him 
but alſo becauſe it is very behoueluil ſoꝛ me fo 
find him? Feare of God, What haue vou 
any thing ſo ſccret, that pou dare not reueale 
it? De. @rucip Sir, enely J deſire his 
conv 
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and Hope of Heauen. 9 
company and conuerſation, and wiſh J were 


his ſeruant to attend on him, coueting nothing 


moꝛe then ſuch a Maſter and inſtructer, fo in 


all this country, J cennot find a Paſter an. 


ſwerable to mp mind, although many haue bin 
willing to entertaine met. But 3 baue learned 
ſry manp, chat the Loue of God, is a moſt no- 
ble, gen! le, and bountifull Maſter: who in that 
he is rich, often beſtoweih great p2i ferments 
on his ſcruants. F care of God, Ttueit is he 
paſſed this way accopanted but with kew, who 
at this pꝛeſent is not within, but hauepattence a 
while, J wil call a QUirginto pon, who is able 
to direc per, where pon ſhall find hin: out. 
CunanV, 

How V aine-glory watcheih at the gate. 
Eane time, while Deſi re ioyſullp expects 
ed the comming ol the Poꝛter, and Uir⸗ 

gin bee ſpake of, & not waighting long, there 
came to him a modeſt x ſecmly Uirgin, who ſa- 
lutivg him cuttcetifly, was in like maner reſa- 
luted again, of wwom Delire craued her name, 
who anlwered, my name is called Nihili-pen - 
ſio, betaule 3 rntti medle not in ſupcrfinous and 
vnneceſſary tbings, and demanding farther the 

name of the Pallace, ſhee tolde him it was 
the honſe of Humility, becauſe within, tbere 
dwelt many Uirgins, who ltued vnder the obe⸗ 
diente and ruic ol humility: bee againe aſked ; 
what 
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what wafte is that which ffandeth without the | 


gate, her name guoth ſhe,ts called Vain-glory 
who ſitteth continually at this gate vntilli it be 
opened and then, if the pozter be negligent, and 
looke not ſtrictly to his office, (but leaue open 
the gates) (hee pꝛeſently entreth.YWhy do you 
not admit her in, ſaid De fire, conſidering both 
in ſpecch, habit, and geſture ſhe ſeemeth modeſt 
vertuous, and honeſt. Pou know not (quoth the 
Virgin) her cöditions, J perceiue: Foz Taffure 
vou ſhee is a moſt dangerous beaſt, foꝛ how 
much the moꝛe modt ſt & religious ſhe (&meth 
bp her extcrnall cariage ſo much A hold her, 
tobe moꝛe dagerous. M hat, ſaith Deſire,toth 
ſhe at any time hurt vou; pea frulp laid the Vir⸗ 
gin, lo farte as lyeth in het power: her father is 
a wicked man, called Sc!fe-Loue, her mother 
as ill. called Selte Eſtimation, neither haue we 
thꝛce greater ent mies in al the wozid, & farther 
they are enemies to p Love of God, a Knight, 


who is maſer of this Pallace, in which wee 
line. And that you map farther know, what 


hurt Vaine- glory doth vs: I ſap ſo fone as the 
entreth in, ſhee is ſo gluttenous, and ra- 
uening, that firft ſhe goeth into our Orchards, 
and there deuoureth andeateth bp all our fruit, 
which is both faire and god, which is the fruite 
we haue to liue with, neither haue wee moze 
then one tre ck it, which carrieth ſo little, that 
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hardly are we ſuſt ayned ther with, which being 


taken awapfrom vs, by Vaine-glory, wee 
remaine lu poꝛe, that nothing is left vs. And 
pet wozle then this, alter ſy2e ts once come in. 


ſheets ſo craify, ann deceiteſull, that wee can- 
not expsil her, labo2 we neuer ſo much, vitill 
wee call the aliſtance of our Mother, at whoſe 
onelp ſight, he runneth awap : wherefoze we 
thinke it good, not to admitte her at all, which 
to pꝛeuent, wee purpoſelp keepe this Pater 
tontinually at our gate, who is a ſeuero and 
ſterne man, and Mill ſh::ttety the gate, tha t 
ſhee cannot enter ; whome wee intreate to 9 2 
tircumſpec, that when hee adimtteth 5 ;- 
ny, bee th2ough negligence, leaue not o⸗ 
pen the gate. Delire ftod amaſed, at ! he 
diſcourſe of this Vir zin, and replped, conff de- 
ring ſhee is ſo dangerous an enemp to py! us, 


| Pon cannot bee too careſuii, to ka Foe her ct it of 


pour houſe, 
Crna FL 


By what meanes, we may at- 
taineto Humility. 


Des ire continuing his ſpeech with 1 his 
virgin, aſked her who bzowght her into 
| that goodly and Meugtous Pallace,, ad 02- 
ned, and ſhininx , with ſo rare vertcies,Z! wo 
Begins quoth ſhe) guider me hither , wher 5 
the 
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the one is called, Contempt of the world, 
a Uirgin endned with fir gular vertuee, the o- 
ther called (onteinpt of her ſelfe, exteeding 
the firſt by many degrees. Theſe two virgins 
leading mee in, entreated our Pother and Mi⸗ 
{kris to receaue me, wi, ich not withſtäding ſhee 
bad not done, but fo? the loue of a certaine 
night, which met vs in our iournep, # came 
in herre with vs, who beſtowed on me this ha- 
bite J weare, and admitted mee into the ſociety 

f bis Uirgins, and had it not beeen graunten 
vu by ſpectall grace, that, that night had en⸗ 
trod in hither with vs, J had neuer bin recea- 
uod, but has loſt my labour. Def, What is the 
nau nt of the nig kt pou ſpeake of? Virg. T be 
Loue of God. Jt pleaſed Deſire much, that 


the Loue of God was of that account, that ſo 
many and ſo great things were done onclp koꝛ 


his ſuke, x nou he began moꝛe eerne ſtly toDe- 
fire his pꝛeſence. and ſapd. De. Deare ſiffer, 
teil nice what were the parents sf the ſe two 
Virg ins, which bꝛought pou hither, fo2 it auat- 
leth zmuch to the honeſty c reputation of à man 
to be bozne of honeſt and vertuous parents, foꝛ 
conymenty the tree taketh the bertue from the 
rocte. Vir. J now right well thetz parents 
names, their father is one of chieleſt authoꝛity 
in eur ꝛinces palace, who is caled, To know: 


aliv Aknolw as well their grand-father, whoſe 
name 


* 


| name is To Conſider, who is a wiſe 4 diſcreet 
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men, and one that dilchargeth his office duelie⸗ 
he married a wife called Wiſedom. De. Had 
the U night when hee met you ns man in his 
companp ? Vir. Fes he hada bop with him 
whom he loueth dearcly, this boy is called the 
Loue of our neighbour. De Can pau tire 
me whether this knight is gone? Vir, J could 
direc pou, but iet vs goe in, and J will bzing 


von to thoſe that can inſtruct vou certainely : 


but tel me J pꝛap pon, why doe pou tatrp this 
great dogge with pon: De. Me was ginen 


vnta me by an other, foꝛ J my ſelſe had firſt but 


g little wheipe, which Ji bꝛedde bp in my cham⸗ 
ber,vntil. J nicttea certaine ſhepheard that be⸗ 
ſtowed his bigger dogge on me, to accompane 


mee thzough this vaſt and ſolitarp deſert, in 
which( as I was told / lꝛucd many hurtſull ſer· 


pents, i dangerous wild beaſts, from which 1 
might be defended by the meanes of this dogge. 
Vir. Mhat is the dogs name? De. Good 
will. Virgin. Tbe dogge ſurelp is a. very 
good dogge, if you know how to keepe him 
and aſſure pour ſelfe, ſo long as you haue 
him, he will ſuffer no ill to be ail vnto pou. net- 
ther neede pou to feare, to ſtrap oat of pour 


| wap. De, But tell me J pꝛay pau? of whome 


map a enquire, where Jmay find this night 
that A leeke alter? Vic. Truelp bzotber bs 
| dwelleth 


abide a time beere in this Pallace, that thal} £6 
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dwelleth farr hence, and thou haſt a long four 1 
ney togoe thꝛough this deſert, befoꝛe tou cani zr 
come to the place oł his abode: thou mult traue zer 
at the leaſt ſeauen dayes tourney, foz there be na 
ſeauen Pallaces, ſeated in this deſert, neyther mu 
is there any other wap to paſſe, but this: pet any 
fo2 the loue of the Loue ot God,confidering, J gf 


ſee thee ſo deſirous ol him. J will direct thee a Ca 


ſhoꝛt wap to go, by the which thou ſhalt (wner] 3 

come where he is, whereloꝛe. it ts requiſite that the 
thou follow mp aduiſe. Deſire hearing what Pi 
theſaid,retopced greatly, but eſpeciallp, bet auſe ot 
thee ſaide, ſhee would doe it loꝛ the Loue off me 
God,andſatde to her. De, J will doe, what ere] fel 
vou bid me, ſo I may finde the Loue of God Ce 
Vir. Here within this deſert, there are eight the 
Pallaces, whereof, this which is che houſe off chi 
Humility, is the firft;the ſccond, is of Iuſtice me 
the thitd, fs of Wiſedome, the fourth, of For · yy 
titude, the fift, of I«mwperance, the ſirt, off vp 
Faith, the ſeauenth, ol Hope, the eight, of Cha. pe, 
rity: in this laſt of Charity, remaineth the Loue yg 
ot God, 4 there diſchargeth the office of a po: th 
ter. This whole tourney, thou mult vndertake;} pit 
if thou wilt bee ſure to go the right way, but} co 
as ſaide Þ will teach thee a ſhozter wap, by m 


which thou mapeſt ſoner come to him: yet] cat 


not withſtanding it is of neceſſity, that than len 


malt ? 


ur 
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/afellt learne,marke and remember, all our oꝛ⸗ 


ers, and be acquainted with our Piſtris, à all 
zer daughters, and learne, and remember their 


be names, behauiours, and liuee. Moꝛeouct᷑ thou 
her muſt diligently note, all thing e in this Caſtle, 
pet and carry to the Loue of God Certaine rules 

Jol ours, foꝛ the great loue he brareth to this our 
a Caſtle befoze others, then wul he wilhout te⸗ 
ier lap, moſt willingly recciue ther, the rather, if 
At] thou bꝛing letters of commendation lrom our 


Piſtris. De. Nhat is the reaſon, the Loue 
of God ſhould ſo pꝛeſerre you? conſidering (as 
me ſemeth)pou are the poꝛeſt, meaneſt, and 
feweſt in number. Vir. This wasthe firſt 
Caſtle that was founded in this Deſcrt.,andall 
the other are depending on this, beſides our 
chieleſt founder @ gouernoꝛ, the builder, 3 wozk 
man of this Caſtle, maketh his abode and 
dwclling amongſt vs: and although he walke 


pp and do bon this deſert, to viſite and kerp in oꝛ⸗ 
der the other Cafiics, pet will hee not permit 
| himlſelfe to be other wiſe called then a childe of 


this Caſtle, and tir ſt of all, we gaue him an has 


bit. Deſire was ſomuch delighted with tbe dil⸗ 


courſe of this virgin, that he leit his heart tnfla- 
med with loue, toꝛ he noted her woꝛds wel and 


faide, hee delired nothing moze, then to ſpend 
long time in this place, æ with great diligence 
to note and mark their oꝛders. Then the virgin 
B 


taking 
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taking bim by the hand ſaid now let vs goe in nel 
CnAP. VII. the 
The purpoſe or intent of Humility, and her we 


talke with Deſire. the 
IF building of this houſe much pleaſed; all 
Deſire, and he admired the beauty therof,|th; 
conſidering [2 was plain without any counter} cul 
leit: fo2 neyther was it built high, noꝛ pet let] thi 
looꝛth with any imagery oz painting; but low} vs 
t conuenient, not founded vpon ſand, but on a N 
firme rocke. Alter Deſire had a time attended} wi 
his deuotions in the oꝛatoꝛp, the virgin bꝛought N. 
him to the chamber ol their Miſtris oꝛ mother, cet 
who receiued him curteonlly, ling him ver · ue 
tuous, and deuoted to Gods ſeruice, 4 making] co 
bim ſit ,ſaid vnto him; what cauſe my ſon hath} 4h 
bꝛought the amongſt vs, conſidering wee are to 
ſo pooꝛe, ſo meane, ę ſuch abieds? De. Lady] vn 
mother, J (&ke after a knight, called the Loue| an 
of God,, and as J am inſtructed, J cannot find | kx 
him, except F make my abode here ſome time] col 
with you: wherfoze (if it be not troubleſome to m 
yon )F deſire to liue vnder your obedience, and J 
gouernment. Hum. Pour deſire and purpoſe dit 
pleaſeth me wel, but firſt conſider, and weigh go 
with pour ſelf, what it is that pon goe about to th 
vndertake, leaſt hauing once entred, vou repent | ſh 
you of pou r purpoſe. De. J beſœch God aſſiſt | to 
me with his grace and helpe, that A may * to 


— 


— 


Rn 
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ini ner in vertue and all godnes. «Hum. J wiſh 
the ſame, x pay to God, to accompliſh this god 

her wozke which he bath begun in the. But far- 
ther it is requiſit, that thou thy ſelfe endeauour 
aſedjall that in the lieth,that God may pꝛoſper this 
rol thy good purpoſe. De. What think pou nerd · 
er full loꝛ me to doe? Hum. Mp Son, 4 will tell 
t ſet] thee. Af thy deſire be to remaine here amongſt 
ow} vs; and not to bee expelled from hence by mp 
n 4] Uirgins;thou muſt take my pongeſt daughter 
ded} which bꝛought thee in hither, who is called 
ght Nihili- penſio, that is tontempt oiall vnne⸗ 
er, cefſarp cares, her thou mult obey as thy Go- 
er · verneſſe oꝛ miſtris,to whom, purpoſlp wehane 
ng | commitecd the charge, to entertain ſtrangers, 
ith} «be the direarix of nouſccs; 4 whoſocuer refule 
ite} tobe obediet to her neuer perſ uer in that they 
dy vndertake. De. Molt wiilingly J admit her 
ue] and receiue her mp gouerneſſe, and deſire to 
nd} know of you Lady mother, your name,ffocke, 
ne] conditions and dearee; and how pou come to be 
to] mother ouer theſe virgins: Foz as it is told me, 
nd | muſt know, aud learne the pꝛoperties, con⸗ 
le | ditions, and ſtate of all theſe virgins vnder pour 
gh gonernmẽt, to the ivtent, that the beter now 
to | them, tbe moꝛe J map loue tbem, t that whe 4 
it ; ſhal depart frõ hence: map the better bee able 
if to anſ were & direct thoſe that (hall aſke oꝛ ſ&ke 
to learne any thing of = Hum, Py „ is 
u- 
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Humility my Father, Contempt of himſeſ th 
Knowledge ot h mſelfe, mp Grandſather, of 
his wife is called Knowledge of God:;mpfoy lot 
named Grandfather.commethfroma City caþ of 
led To marke and conſider what Jam,whi tif 
A haue bene, what J ſhall be. My Grandi th 
ther lrom a towne, called Conſideration f of 
the loue of God. There are but two wapes ii bi 
No to the country of my grandlather, and one er 
two gates wherby to enter in, the firſt is, Ma 
himſelf, the other All creatures, and men ſay 
no man can enter into either of theſe gates. b 
by flying, and that our Lo2d God himſelle b 
ded this City with his own hands, conſideri 
that none but be could finiſh ſo tommodious, 
beautiful, and ſo firme à building. De. TM 
our H. oꝛd God, whole male ſty, and excellena 

is ſo great, put himſelfe to the building of ſuc 
onpand clay-wozkes? Hum. Pea trnelp 
foꝛ he is an excellent Moꝛkeman, and hoth i 
ſtzilfull maſon and carpenter, and takethgr 
delight in making earthen wozks, 4 buildings 
De. What is the cauſe that he doth this, con 
fidering that hee hath nerde of nothing! 
Hum. Nothing, but his owne goodnes, doth 
conftraine oꝛ mone him to doe this: whence (6 
poceedcth, that he neuer cealeth to benefite0; 
thers, neither ſerketh hee, oꝛ ſtudieth with al 
things that he maketh, and goeth about * N 
| | Fi, 
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nſe# ther thing, but the benefit,felicity and ſalnation 
er, ol all men, the honour and pzapſeto himſelfe a- 
pfoj lone reſerued. And foꝛ this cauſe, doth he make 
ti ofſo baſe, and vile a mater. ſo goodly and beau · 
tifull wozkes as he doth, that the wozthines of 
the wozke, being compared with the baſeneſſe 
n d ofthe matter, al men might admire him, pꝛaiſe 
est bim and loue him. D.. J maruatle that ſa 
nels excellent a Lo2d as he is, would ſcæke to2 p2aile, 
Ma; conſidering thereby hee map bee touched with 
ſay} vaine:glozy2 Hum. There is nothing leſſe 
bu tobee feared than that in him: he beeing ſo per⸗ 
bu fite that no greater perfection can be added to 
rim bim, and all honour and gloꝛy that can be pel- 
8 ded to him, cannot be ſaide vaine, being onelp 
"ls p2oper to him: and how great honour ſoeuer 
uwe can giue to him yet in regard of that which 
beſeemeth him and is due to him, we tan neuer 
honoꝛ him anſwerable to his dignity. And foz 
h 4 that cauſe will hee bee exalted and pꝛayſed, not 
ea that he deſireth glozy, but becauſe her is mot 

iuſt, and will that euerp one haue that which is 
on} due to him, then ſ&ingallpzapſe, honour and 
gloꝛy is due to him alone, beeing only good, his 
will is, that all pꝛapſe, bonoz and gloꝛp, be peel- 
dedonely to him. But if any other ſhal ſeeke oꝛ 
deſire after glozy, they may bee iuſtly called 
baine-gloztous,becaule thep take it from him, 
id whome it onely appertaineth, and bes map 
0 0 | B 3 truely 
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truely be called a chiefe,that taketh to himſelle, | 
another mans goods, againlt the will of the} 


true owner, 
CHAP VIII. 
Humility continueth her ſpeech. 
1D ES IRE. Now Lady mother, that poy 
baue told me your parentage and ſfocke, 
I deſire toknow, how you came to bee chiefe 
Gouerneſſe of this houſe : fo2 in mp opinion, 


it is a great honour and dignity, and J my 
felfe, in time map come to bee a Gouernonx+ | 
foꝛ there is great difference, betwene com 


maunding and obeping: Humility hearing 
what hee ſaide, beganne to wepe, of whome 
Deſire demaunded the cauſe of her weeping, 
Hum. My fonne,J carmot containe mp teares 
to ſck, that outwardly thou ſeemeſt clad with 
the habſte of Humilitp, and pet inwardly thou 
appeareſt naked and bars andthat in ſhew thon 
ſeemeſt religious and vertuous, but in heart 4 
minde, voide of vertue and deuotion. In vain 
haue we vled our paſſed diſcourſe, ſceing thele 
thoughts and defires of thine; are ſo cleane 
reprignant irom the wil ol my father, and mol 

dearelp beloued Loꝛd Jeſus, who neither in 
woꝛd noz derd, euer ſought, oz deſired rule 6; 


rnment, and came not into this woꝛld to 


ſerued but to ſerue. From which path who 


el 


ſoeuer turneth and ſtrapeth, walketh the * 
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lle, of damnation, not ſaluation. But Oh vnhappy 
the t milerable creaturs that we are, to whom it is 

allotted to rule and gouerne others conſidering 
how hard a taſk we take in hand, if wee wil buf 
t ommaund our ſelues as we ought. Such ho⸗ 
on | nour is indeed but miſerp, and full of cares, la- 
ke, | bo2s, wearines, aldictions, ſozrows,dangers,e 
iefe | molt hoꝛrible feares:and which if it be not well 
on, | 92dered and gouerned, is in the end accompa- 
ny. nied withignominy and ſhame. O auer heaute 
*. hurthen of rule a cõmandement. in which no- 
m. thing is kound but labour and trouble, wherein 
ng | batred, repining, c ill wil is receiued from thoſe 
me | that ſhould acknowledge, and peelde obedience 
ig. and thanks. It thou rematneſt anytime here 
res amongt vs, thou ſhalt finde by experience my 
th | ſapings true. Now to anſwere thy demaund, 
ou] how Acame tobe gouerneſſe: J will foz the 
on Loue of God acquaint thee with the meane. 
When firſt J entred into this houſe, J purpo- 
n] ſed, and ſo perſwaded my ſelle, that J was but a 
| | labouring beaſt, and the ſeruant of the other 
ne UVirgins: and this determination of mine, J 
;& | - ſoreſolued to perkoꝛme, and impꝛinted it deepely 
in] in mp mind and heart, continually calling if 
g | - freſhly to my minde, and pꝛaping to God to 
to make mec till deſire it, and that it woulde 
0 | - pleaſe him to make mee wozthie to bee his 
p |  @pouſe, and ſo thzough his appointment, 
of B 4 Icame |1!} 


thy act is pzoad. And becauſe the aaton is 
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A came tobe gouerneſſe, although of ny lelkt 
I neither would oꝛ deſired it. Deſire hearing ſh 

Hu milities diſcour ſe, thought her a virgine, of A 
verp rare ver tue in that fo: the Loue oj God, te 
ſhee had ſo detected and debaſed her ſelfe, 0 ly 


percepuing her to be pet a Virgin, vnderſtad in 
the Matrimony that the ſpake of, to be ſpiritu ri 
al and not carnal, ⁊ ſaid. De. Then J oy ce 
celine, who ſo will bee a Superiour and Kuler, 

muſt accoꝛding as pon haue done, firſt humble 
and debaſe himſelfe. Hum. It is true mp ſon} } 
as by experience thou mapſt find it. De. And 
how map I trie it? Hum. 1By ſeeing thoſe. ] 
that bumble themſelues to beexalted: pet ta 
take heede, that thou humble not thy ſelfe to 
that end, that thereby thou deſire to be exalted, } 3 
foꝛ ſo, thou ſhalt ſinne in pꝛide: and pꝛide, and} f 
humility are open enemies, aud euer oppoſe 1 
themſelues, one againſt the other. Foꝛ what (o| | 
euer thou doeft,if thou truely humble thy ſelfe, } 1 
thou canſt not, in the ſame action, exalt thy | 
ſelle. But if thouhumble thy ſelfe, becauſe thun 
wouldeſt be exalted, thy ew is humble, but 


to be taken, accoꝛding to the intent of the mind. 
ſuch humility is caſled pꝛide. By which reaſon 
humility map diuerſip be tearmed pꝛide. Fo} } 
if wee haue reſpect to the action of ſuch a man | 
outwardly,becarricth aſhewofhumllity, = 
90- 
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ſelf looking to the end of his humble action, wee 
ring” ; ſhall finde if, wholp to pꝛoceede from pꝛide. 
e, of: And to ſpeake p2operly, humility it ſelfe, con- 
;od, tendeth not with pꝛide, but the ſpirit of humill⸗ 
and ly; and it is impoſſible, to haue thele twoagree 
10 in one: fo2 humili ty is but an ac, but the ſpi⸗ 
tu! rit of humilit p, containeth both the ac and the 
per. cauſe,and intention ofbumbling, and detecting 
ler, our ſelues, 


ible Cnap, IX. 

fon; Humility continueth her diſcourſe, and tea- 

Ind; cheth how to ſtriue againſt Vice. 

LA Dw my fozenamed huſband (JI meanmy 
to purpoſe J vndertooke to humble mp elle, 


to lite a labouring beaſt, and the ſeruant of all 
ed, men) alliſted me faithfully, in a certaine con- 
ind] flict J had with an other Ladpand her Pay- 
oſo dens ok the houſe of Pride, whoſe gouerneſſe 
{0} was called Pride of life, which daily endeuou- 
ce, reth fo ſcratch out mine epes, and ſtil bzauleth 
by | with me: and ſhee bzingeth with her both the 
ou vnder gouerneſſe of her houle, called Concupiſ- 
vt | cence of the fleſh, ther ſteward „Concupiſ- 

is | cence of the eies To theſe thꝛee aſſociates her 
d, | felfealewde maide, both mother and nurſe of 
M1 | themcalled Negligence, who beeing often 
2 } Weake and feeble, is eaſily ouercome: but 
n | ſometime (he io filleth her ſ:iſe,with cating and 
dzinking,that ſhe becommeth latte and Frong. 
and 
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and then is ſhee very dangerous, Shee bathed 
tending on her, a certaine maide, dull, fooliſh: 
and ill bꝛougbt vp, called Malice, with whom 
come bither thꝛee other maides Auger, Sloth lo 
t Enuy, And vnto the thꝛee laſt, aſſociate then g 
ſelues, two ther, that is, Naughty Suſpitioſ þ 
& Raſh ludgemenr. All theſe, are at moꝛta t. 
enmity with me, and ſtill oppoſe themſelues 
gainſt me, with whome J am dayly to conten 
and fight, Therſoze ſa ot as they enter in her 
J with the alliſtance of my huſband ſtrait | 
dzine them out, and fo2ce them to flie. Am ; 
then haue we an other feare, leaſt the Mau | 
which continuallp watcheth at the gates, J 
{ 
] 


mean Vain-Glory, pꝛeſently ſleps tn. Foz 
once we giue her oppoꝛtunity to enter ſhe rob 
beth vs ofthe fruit, and benefit which wee got 
by expelling our other fozenamed enemies: N 
that then we are barren of all goodneſſe, am 

looſe the labour we tooke fn our fo2zmer con- 
flict. De. Hobo then chanteth it, that whe 
theſe other pour enemies enter in here, ſhe ta} 
ding at the gates, doth not alſo enter. Hu, Tb] 
is the reaſon, thoſe other Maidens vile the} - 
benefit of wings, and enter not by the gate, but 
flie ouer the walles, and often they hide them 
ſelues ſo ſecretlp in ſome coꝛner of che houſe, | 
that when we leaſt ſuſpect them they walk and 

wander bp and downe amonglt vs, W 


— —— 
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th af we are ofneceſſitie to keepe a carefull watch, 
oli; ſeaſt ſuddenly they come vpon vs, and ſpoile 
hom? gg vnlooked foz. De. Let vs diſcourſe, yet 
loth longer ofthis matter, and tell me why ponare 
then at luch debate and contention with them, conſi⸗ 
dering ho w il a thing it is, to giue ſuch example 
to woꝛldly men, when they ſhall ſee ſuch diſcoꝛd 
| anddifſention amongſt religious perſons; who 
they know ſhould be gentle, pittifull and miid, 
t faz the Loue of Gad to all men? Hum. The 
| cauſe of our rife and diſſention with them is 
in all only foꝛ that cauſe, we expel them our houſe, 
* becauſe thep are open and pꝛofeſſed enemies to 
5 the Loue of God, who is our chieſe Loꝛd and 
.* Maſter, and whoſocuer is an enemie to the 
Loue of God, we will haue neither friendſhip 

oꝛ familiaritp, by any meanes with him. 

| ” Chan 3 
Ot Concupiſcenceot the fleſh, 

Eſire was greatip pleaſed fo heare how 
great confidence Humilicy had in the 
Loue of God, and deſiced of her to inſtruc 
him, by whatmeans and helpes they nuercame 
and expelled thoſe daungeroys Mapdens , 
their pꝛoleſſed enemies. Hum. J wonlde 
willingly doe it, but becauſe J am not pet 
krlly acquainted with thy Nature, life, condi⸗ 
lions ans minte, but onelp goe vpon con- 
ie dures and imaginations; I reſt pet doubtſull 
Cri wht- 


ſoeuer pou haue of me: pet J wholy ſubmit 


diſcipline, and by mp voluntary and willing 
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whither J map inſtruct thee herein 02 no. Fg} 
conſidering the contrariety and difference of! 


mens natures, the ſweeteſt honey taſteth not} 


in ſhew to pour ſtudgement: 02 what opinion 


mp ſelle to pour will, and peeld me to bee o2de- 


red by pour direction, only deſiring to be inſtru · 
ctedby you, what meanes fo vſe, to find the} 


Loue of God. Hum, Upon that condition 
J will ſatiſfie your deſire, and will imparte 
and make knowne to pou my exerciſes, and 
courſe. of life. Firſt that holy purpoſe and de⸗ 
termination of mine, which IJ ſpake of befoze, 
bath made me Miſtris of the whole wozld, ſo 


long as J ſhall contemne and deſpiſe it. And 


Miſtris oner my owne body by faſting, and 


humtlifp: J ſay, not onely Miftris and com 
mandꝛeſle ouer my ghoſtly enemp, but ouer all 
the wozld, and pet farther which is greatelt, 
Miſtris and commaundꝛeſle ouer my ſelfe, fo; 
when the Moꝛld ſeeth mee to labour and en⸗ 
deauour, with all my diligence to pleaſe the 
Loue of God, it repugneth me and all my fa- 


milp, pet J ſtill retaine peace and tranquility 
with my loꝛenamed huſband. Now Deſire, 
greatly admired the vertue and fo2ce of him, 


whome Humility ſo often had named der « 
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band, and ſaid. De. J beleech you Lady Mo⸗ 
ther, inſtruct mee by ſimilitudes that J map 
moꝛe plainely conceiue pour meaning. Foz 
Jam but ol dull and flow conceipt , and by 
examples I ſhall better canceiue vour ſapings. 


Chis requeſt of Deſire pleaſed Humility wel, 
finding that by acknowledging his owne dul · 
neſſe , hee was now become both modeſt and 
humble, whcrenpon ſhee ſaid to him. Humi. 


So ſoone as Flee, any of wp befoꝛe named 


enemies enter in hither, J thus behaue my 
lelfe, fit be the firſt which is Concupiſcence 
of the fleſh. 3 fozeknow already her coditions 
and behautours, which are to bee exceedingly 
giuen to gluttonp, and to pamper her body by 


exteſſe of eating and dꝛinking. Therekoꝛe firſt 


A take from her all kinde ol delicate diet, ney⸗ 
ther doe J allowe her, her fill of oꝛdinarpmeat 
and dꝛinke; And becauſe Jam not ſtrong e⸗ 
nough ol my ſelle, to tame and maſter her, in 
regard that my domeſticall ſeruants aſſiſt her, 
Ivſe others helpe, and place cnmp right hand 
Gods grace, which map ſtrengthen and defend 
me from this dangerous enemp. J alſo craue 
the apde and aſiſtance ol my husband, and then 


ſay to her. Siſter, 5 haue my ſelle deſpiſed my 


lech, and make no better account of my ſelle 
then ol a labouring beaſt, and beaſts ſeeke not 


«alter dainty and delicate kare, but onelp that as 


map 
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map be ſufficient to ſuſteyne nature, and art} all 
content with that, which is allowed them, by} (01 
the diſcretion of their Maſter. And if the Pa4 to 
ffer find him to be wanton and devenring, het} lik 
mulleth him, that he neuer eateth, but when | on 
what in bis diſcretien he ſhall like of, And ſo} B 
Siſter, in this reſpect Jam content to be vſed} m 
and ruled like a beaſt, beſides the Loue ot God} fle 
hath giuen mee a bꝛidle, which is made of Bo fal 
bꝛietp, that cannot eate butat wonted timer, tot 
and that J deſire not, oꝛ loke to haue any o 02 
ther meat, oꝛ moze daintely dꝛeſſed then ſuch! th 
as oꝛdinarlip is ſet bi foꝛe mee, andtherewith fei 
J ſatiſſiet content my ſelfe, Farther the Loue N 
of God hath eniopned me to this alfo, if J will m 
ſerue and pleaſe dim as J ought, to cate tempe-} m 
ratelp and moderatelp, and oncly foz neceſſary] th 
ſuſtenance, ol that, whatſoeuer it bee that is ſel in 
befoze me:and that foꝛ god ma vers J alwaies| fri 
leaue ſomewhat in the diſh, thereby to ſhewe] al 
that moꝛe is allowed me, then J can woll cat. [lt 
Fo2 when all is eaten that is let beſoze vs, i bi 
is as much as if you ſhould (ap, my allowance] m 
is not (nffictent fo2 me, neither am J content] cr 
therewith, therefoze J dere to haue moze (ef | H 
on the table. And pet farther this ruie is giuen | de 
me to obſerue ſoꝛ the Lone of God. That J] of 
would and ſhould deſire leſſe to bee allowed m 
mee, and the ſame wozle dzelſed, wy the | M 
allow- 


__—_ 
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art! allowance of mp Siſters: and alwates fo wiſh 
by ſomthing to be wanting about me, and tberin 
Dat fo reioyte foꝛ the Loue of God, Bp theſe and 
bee} like meanes, this malepert wanton maide is 
enq ouercome,4+ dꝛiuen awap from moleſting me. 
d ſof But when againe ſhe ſhall pꝛouoke and ſtirre 
oled me, to wanton pleaſure, not onelp by mp owne 
:od} lech, but alſo by others. I then flpe from her, as 
0] faſfas J can ſecluding mp ſelfe from all ſuch 
cr,” companp, as may allure oz entice me topleaſure 
» 0-4 02 toncupilence. And againſt this aſſault, 3 find 
uch that to ſecludempſelfe from company, is a pꝛe⸗ 
ſth} kent remedy and molt ſoueraigne pꝛeſeruatine. 
"ef Neither, doth this enemp afault mee one pin 
mp bodp, but in my ſoule alſo, by ſuggeſting 
pe} many ill thoughts. Againſt which alſo J vſe, 
ty] the remedp ol flight and hide mp ſelfe, either 
ſet} in ſome coi ner of a rocke , 02 elſe in ſome vn- 
es | frequented and ſolitary place, and there ſettle 
we | almp thoughts andcogitations, vpon mp molt 
[weete Saniour Jelus , calling to minde 
it bis moſt holy life his paſſion , toꝛments, and 
ce | molt bitter death, Alſo meditating bpon the 
nf | cruell toꝛments of Hell, ths ſeuere and iuſt 
ef | Judgement cf Almighty GD D. Mp owne 
en | departure from this miſcrable wozld, and that 
of neceſſity X mult appeare befoze the Judge- 
ment ſeate of God there to giue accompt ofall 
my thonghts, woꝛds and derds. Bylheſe and 
J like 
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like meanes, J ouercome, and put to flight, this 
fozenamed maiden, who is the Lieuetenant of 


the Caſtleof Pride. 45 
Cu A p. XI. I 
Of the concupiſcence of the eyes, - 

and pride of life, | 


2 farther, to ouercome and cleane ſubdne - 
this enemp, it is alſo requiſite to'banquiſh F 
and conquer her companion, meane Concu- , 
piſcence of the eyes the ſkeward 02 gouerno 1 
ofthe houſeol Prid who alwates gtueth wings , 
to-. oncupiſcence ot the fleſh. o cõtinually Ic 
the miniſtreth occaſion to her companion, who fe 
notwithſtanding, J ouercome with wy holy! ,, 
purpoſe. Fo? ſo lo ne as ſhe commeth, J lay} u 
thus to her. Siſter, J am no better then a la⸗ 1 
bozing beaſt, who neuer deſireth ſuperfluities, 7 
oz moze then is allowed him, but alwales is, , 
contented with ſo much as is neceſlary neither ,, 
expecteth curioũty in that which is to bee had} , 
of neceflity,little regarding whither his ſadvell} ,, 
and bꝛidell be guilded oꝛ imboꝛdered, 02 whe· 4; 
ther the ſtable be curiouſly adozned , but con- 4 
tent it conueniently he may ſtand and lie. Con · 4 
ſidering then that loꝛ the Loue of God, Jac- 9 
count my ſelſe no better then a beaſt: J wil u 
allo vſe my body as if it were a beaſt. And as] „ 
the breaker, and rider of a Cie necked hoſe, | ft 
with the raines of a bꝛidle, enfoꝛceth him io 
opp} . 
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this ffop & turne:ſo the Loue of God, hath bz idled 
it ol . tideme, with the bꝛidle and chaine of Sham- 

faſtnes and baſhfulues: that ſhall not turiouſ 

ly ſæ, x couet the vanities of the woꝛld. Foꝛ A 
ought not behold: that J ought not deſirs. And 
' the Loue of God hath taught mee to 
dne ſay, when J ſe a thing beautify], pleaſing, rare, 
ui ſingular, oꝛ curious, J] n{:uer will ſetle my loue 
cu. an ther but refuſe thee, and hold ther but as a 
no! mere vanity, theretoeremembzing the wor- 
ngs thines of my creation, J will not veſtiowe my 
Ally! joue, o2 fir my affection, on ſo vile, fo baſe, and 
uh (otranſitozy a thing: but on that which in it ſclf 
Joly! is the oneiy trealure, and godres, and a beauty 
P! which neither age oꝛ ſicknes can biemich, A 

la- meane on mp (weete Sautour and Redeemer 
les, Jeſus; who demaundeth of mer my loue and 
ale affection, and may tuſtly chalendg the ſame as 
ber his owne. By thele and the like meanes this 
other maide ts ouercome. Now thele two be⸗ 
ing vanquiſhed in maner as J haue tould pou , 
be. there yet remaineth the laſt which is miſtris ol 
theſe, one moꝛe terrible, crafty and moꝛe ſubtle 
th in the other, euer lying in waite to hinder 
god actions, her name is called ride ot Lite, 
who whenſoener thee commeth in hither a⸗ 
mongſt vs, is alwapes attended with one oꝛ o⸗ 
ther hand- maide, and fill bꝛingeth with her 
either Good or euil eſtunation, But ſtraight 
- C A ſay 
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I ap to her, a beaſt is no better to be attomp 
ted ofthen a beaſt, neither is to be theught, 
woztbp of honour, oꝛ eſtimation, but rather ig ⸗ 
nominp, and baſe contempt. Then ſomecime! 
ſhe commetch complaining to me, and ſaith:ſe 
bow iny ſuperiours behaue themlelues toward 
me, and vſe me: both in age, wit, and indament! 
A am not their inferioꝛs, pet they vſe ſuch and 
ſuch a one, with better reſpeat then me. But 
preſently I find out her craft and ſubteltp, and 
pzeuenting her, reply: A veaſt is not to be vled 
but baſely, and accoꝛding to his maſters diſcre. 

tion, to be whipped and beaten. Foz if at any 
time his maiſter, ſhall vſe him but gently, and 
plap with htm; he pꝛeſentlie will kick , and foz- 


get the duty due to him, Thereloꝛe a wiſe a 


fer, and men of god gouernment, although 


they lone their braſtes neuer ſo well: pet will 
neuer vſe extraoꝛdinarp. and vndue familiarity | 


ts (hem; but alwayes carry themſelues with a 
kind ol leuere grauity; conſidering luch familt- 
aritp is neuer atributed to humilitp, curteſie, 


loue, 02 affability, but rather to ſimplicitp, and 
mere fondneſſe, Foꝛ ſuch familtarity doth ra⸗ 
ther hurt, then benefit a beaſt. But a ſcret, + 
wiſe maiſter, wil rather endeuour with all poſ- 
ſib'e dilfgence, that his beaſt, oz hozſe, kepe 
his right wap in their iourney, and carp carcſul- 
ty, the burthen laid on their backes , then that 


the. 
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the woꝛld ſhould think him fond of them, oꝛ ex- 
pet to bee helte a kinde, and lovin Ma- 
ſter and one that ſFonld la ke to bee pꝛayſed 
efthcm. oꝛ by theſe meanes it might bhap · 
pen, as oft we {ce it, that cither the Paſler to- 
watdcs the kcaf?; o2 the beaſt ſoꝛget hmſelſe 
towardes the Maſter , when the Maſter vſicth 
not ſuch rraſon. moderatton, an d dilcretion, as 
he ovght: and that in. diſcreticn may glue otca⸗ 
ſien to the beaſt, to ſtrap cut of thetr beundes, 
farther then ts allowed, and ſo by littſe andlit⸗ 
tie, vſing an ill cuſſome, the Paſter ſhall not 
dare to direct, oꝛ geucrne acco2ding fo the ſu- 
periozity hee bath oucr his beaſt 3 but il her 
chance foꝛ their negligence to ſtrive oz beate 


them, they pꝛeſently will relſt, and kicke a⸗ 


gaine at him. And then if the beet happen ei⸗ 
ther to caſt off his burthen, oꝛ elſe to carrp it 
contrary to his Maſters minde, he muſt needs 
winke at it, and ſuffer him to goe, uhcre 
and as hee will himſeiſe, and ſo, he to hee obedi- 
ent to the beaſt, not the beaſt to bim. Euen 
ſo Siſter, were it like to pzoue with mie, if J 
ſhould peeld to my owne ſenſuail affeatons, 
and bee car ried away with moꝛldly pleaſures, 
and vanities. But hee that loueth mee, and 


bath care ouer mee, deth with his diſcretion 


coxrect mee, and bꝛidle my will; that J fall 
not to open ſhame, and fo bee vndone, but 
C 2 foz 
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fo2 the laue hie carricth to my ſoule , her doth. 
chaſtice diſcipline my body at his diſcretion. 
eicher doe Imp ſelle wiſh to b& vſed better 
then a beaſt. At ſome other time the ſame pride 
of life, cometh to me vnder the conſer of Enuy. 
and complaineth thus. Se how ſuch and ſuch; 
an office is giuen to this, and that body: But no 
reckoning 92 accompt is made of me. One is 
made gouernefle , and an other vnder⸗gouer⸗ 
nelle, the third the ſteward, ano an other ſecre- 

tary; but mp ſelie, which am inferioz to none 
ol them in pcares , oꝛ deſert , am neglected and 
nothing regarded at all. No place of credit is 
committed to me, wherin J might rule 02com-! 
mand guer others: buf al wales Jam deleted! 
like a baſe kitchin wench: Pea, J am made the 
vnderluig of the meaneſk made in thr houſe. 

And now J ind it true that the p ok beſt deſertz 
are commonlp and fo2 the molt part lcaſt con- 
dered. Foz whtch cauſe hence foꝛth J will de 
ſerue leſſe: fo; J, thepthat counterfette to 
be lambes are deuoured ol wolues. Such and 
likecomplaints, doth Chee oft make to me , as 
though J knew not the ground: from whence 
it came. To whome J anſwer;Sifter, J haue 
not giuen ouer and forſaken the wozld, and be⸗ 


taken my (rife to this ſolitarp, and ſequeſtred 


life thereby to rnie others, and to moderate 
thcir cauſes. Foz lince my firſt entrance hither 
J 


b 
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I haue bowed obedience, and therfoze wil pet - 
foꝛzme that which J came hither to doe, and fo; 


which J was called, and which A vndertooke 
to accompliſh at my entrance. Foꝛ God will 


neuer demaund o2 alke account of mee, how 
much J haue commaunded and ruled others, o: 


with how much honsꝛ, 02 how great offices Y 
haue been eralted in the wozld, but how Hum- 
bly and dutifullp J haue oveped his commann- 
demenrs. and how willingly J haue humbled 
my ſelfe to my ſuperiours, and ſubieqed and de⸗ 
baſed my owne wilfull + ſtubhoꝛne rude mind. 
Therfoze Siſter, J looke only to diſcharge and 
perſoꝛme mp owne office in that place and de⸗ 
gree, to which J am called by (Zod, and ſuffer 
others tolookelikewile ta that charge of theirs 
to which by Gods pꝛouldence they are as my 
ſelle called. Deane time this one thing J know 
fo2 cet taine, that 4 line in the ſtate of aſſured 
ſaluation.( hat is vnder true obedience humi⸗ 
litp and ſubie tion,) from which no man can 
fall, except he firſt clime higher. And ſo hereof 
A baue no iuſt cauſe to complaine, but rather 
toretopce.pzaple and peld daplp thanks to al⸗ 
mightp God, in that he hath debarred and as it 
were taken from me, the meanes and occaſion 
ol falling into the great perils and daugers, in⸗ 
to which high offices and places of dignity ond 
pzeferment,arc wont todzaw and thzow head⸗ 


CT 3 long 
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is truly veriſied by this ſaping of Saint Aug u- 
ſtine, Incuei found Gods ire aud indign a- 
{Yon more againſt mee, then that it pleaſed 
him ro appoint meca commaundet ouer o- 

thers: which truely Deſire ought not to ſcme 
ſtrange ta thæ:ſoꝛ as this wicked wench which | 
beareth ſucalwap in the houſe of ride is inoze | 
pꝛoue to wickednes then ail her ſeilowes: ſo 
mult we (i thꝛoughly wee will ſubdue her) vie 


greater policy, ſtrength and exe ciſe of bertue. 


And to the end J pꝛotract not the time with 
circumſtances, 4 nqw will deliuer no vain diſ⸗ 
courſe to thee, but will inſtruc thee, by what 
means and grounds thou ſhalt he abie to ouer 
come 6 put to flight, this crue of wicked may- 
dens. When any of theſe which ſoeuer the beer, 
ſhallcome and ſeenme to complame as J haue 
declared befoze:be thou ruled by me, and follow 
my example:as if Concupiſcence of the fleſh 
thal! come and ſap, J àm allowed both too little 
meat, à vet that is cold, and not cleanly dꝛeſſed: 
my wine is ſowꝛe, and euerp thing in our hquſc 
is lluttichly oꝛdered , anſwere her but thus, ſhck 
that hath moꝛe then (he deſerueth, hath no 
cauſe to complaine: But thou deſerueit not 
hꝛobone bꝛead x colde water, which moſt holy 
and religio as men haue bern contented to liue 
with. Therloze thou which art ſo _— ſo 

oath? 


long men that ſeke not after perfection: which | 


| 
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| vathankefull to God. doeſt not defcrue the 
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 Noathfull, ſo diſdainefall ⁊ r2adp to camplaine. 


voide of all deuotion, inconſtant, envious and 


tourſeſt bꝛead and water. Which being truc, x 
pet hauing god bꝛead, wine, and other meate: 
Mhy ſhouldeſt thou complaine, aid haſt moꝛe 


then thy deſert? anſwere her a like if ſher finde 


lault with her apparrell. The like reply make 
alſo to Concupiicence of tie eyes, if the leeke 
after 02 wilh foz this thing oz that, andſay, O 
wꝛetch that thou art, who by thy owe deſert, 
art not woꝛthy to enioy the leaſt good that is. 
Pet h ꝛſt thou the vſe. of many deudut and ver- 
tuous books, by readuig of which if thou woul⸗ 
deſt, thou mighteſt become good. And althaugh 
neuerthelelle) one were ſufficicnt foz thee: pet 
haſt thou holy books of pzapers and meditat i⸗ 
ons. Tel me what is it thou deſlre ſt mozeztrulp 
vader a ſhew ol deſiring thinges of neceſſity: 
thou longeſt after and leekeſt fo2 things of ſu- 
perfluity, then the which nothing can be moze 
oppolite to the pzofeſſion of Poverty. And al- 
though therby thy goddeed be nat clearly loſt⸗ 
pet alſare thpſclfe it is much empatred. And 
nothing can moꝛe diſhonour ⁊ ſhime him, that 
pꝛoleſſeth in pouer ty to tmitate our Sauiour, 
then to haue leſſe vertue and taſte of Religion, 
then the Heathens who p2ofeſſed the wozſhip 
ol kalle gods. Amonglt whome Sen ca ſhewed 
C 4 him 
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himnſeife a mo2thy Captaine and teacher # 1 
Pouerty, as we map finde if we read whaty E 
Witten ofhim:the ſame anſwere giue J fo thy { 
third that is, Pride of lite, when ſhee commetz 
to me, with a deſire to be honoured, loued, a 
counted of, cxaited o2 pꝛeſerred to ſome office 
Fo? then ſay I to her. Thou wꝛetched wench 
thou haſt moꝛe honoꝛ already then thou defer; 
veft :what? yaft thou not thꝛough the numbe 
ol thy ſinnes deſerued, to be thzowne headlong 
downe, into the bottormiefTe pit of hell? ther! 
to be partaker cf the paines of the damned, an 
pet beholde, how much thou art honoured | 
God, who not onelp doth tollerate ther, to line} 
amonaſt his creatures, but hath admitted thee} 
alſo into his hauſe and family: and willingly} 
would haue thee, not onely his ſeruant but alſo] 
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thougi thy obone vn woꝛthinelle bee ſuch, that 
thou deferucft not to be reckoned amongſt his 
inferiour ſeruants, yet bath her admitted the 
titobls pꝛiuate chamber and willingly would 
haue thy pꝛelence, both night 4 day, that thou 
mighte ß fra lp talke with hem, pꝛaple him, ho- | f 
nour him and ſerue him; and that pet liutng | | 
here in this mo: tall life, thou maiſt be honozed 
Vith the office of Angels, bre choſenas one of | | 
his moſt ſHectall Friends, ſit at his own table, 
and lerde on the foods Himſelfe feeveth, And 

now 
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# now pꝛoude Wench what is it thou wonldeſf 
moꝛe, whither wouldeſt thou, thꝛough thy 
mide climee wouldeſt thou aſcend againe from 
| whence thou once diddeſt fall? that thou migh⸗ 
teſt be plunged as deꝛpe in the bottomleſſe pitte 
bk hell, as is Lucifer thy father, whoſe Pꝛide 
thꝛew him thither, what wouldeſt thou deſire? 
wouldeſt thou be God? Truely thou canſt not 


ba lay that thou wanteſt any thing, open thy blind 


eyes, and wilingly confefle that thou haſt re- 
ceaued greater benefites from God, then thy 
- baſedeſerts could any way challenge, content 
thy ſelke with that, which it hath pleaſed God 


nf tobeſtowon thee, and reſt atiſffed with that 


eſtaͤte and degree, which God by bis ſeruantes 

hath allotted to thee, and aſſure thy ſeiſe that 

aͤll things haue their eike, accoꝛding to the 

pꝛouidence and permiſſion of God. 

| Cuaye. XK 

By whatmeanes the other forenamed 
naughty Maids may be ouercome. 

Dw thele thꝛee pꝛincipall enemies being 
| cleane ouertom, Negligence their nurſe 
ls eaſilp vanquiſhed, who by a thouſand ſecret 

t oꝛners ſtealeth in here amongſt vs, Somtime 
at time ol pꝛaper, and ſometimes againe when 
we ſhouldattend our woꝛks andlabours : but 
ſtill aunſwere her with this oꝛ like anſwere: 
D iſter, a labour ing bealt oz A hoꝛſe, is not kept 

TY 
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in the ſtable, to be idle, line eaũly, eate, tainke,| alt 
and ſleepe: but gill contentedly to labour and gr 
take paines. Fo2 except hee bee accuſtomed to be 
labour. watch and faſt: be groweth reſty and i 
taketh ſtamacke. and will ſtrike at his maller, fee 
who ſo ſoone as he pertepueth the ill conditions} ca 
of his beaſt.pꝛeſently will beate him, and kicks! 
him with a ſpurre: Euen fo the Loue ot God, 
doth giue mea ſpur, J meane Feare -wherwith 
when J ware floathfulhee pꝛicketh me. and 4 
nry ſelle, who am but a ſeruant and a baſe val 
fall of this houſe, doe finde by pꝛooſe, that the 
Malidens ol this place mult be made to labour, 
and that the muſt not bee faiior red in that, 
which is commaunded them, neyther are to be 
ſufteredto liue (dlelp and want only, leaſt they 
grow to han? willes. and repugne their = upe⸗ 
riours Fo2 no Creature is woꝛſe then a pꝛoud 
and naughty ſeruant. Farther J demand wht 
ther ſhee thinke the kingdeme of heauen is to 
be obtained, bp eating, d2inking, lleeping, 
and liuing idely, which thee foz ſhame cannot 
affirme, Foz our Saulour Jeſus Chzift 
walked a cleane contrary wap, And if hee 
choſc a different wap, to come to perpetual 
felicity, and would ſuffer his bitter paſſion, and 
that wap enter into gloꝛy: wee like wiſe if we 
deſire to be partakers with him in gloꝛy, mul 
alſo walke the path of patience, — 
an 


— 
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ke} aud pouerty . Foꝛ ſo long as our head will goe 
an” one wap, and our foote an other; our whole 
to body can neuer bee directed the true wap. 

and @herefoze,ercept wee walke the path of per- 
er, ſecution, affliction, labour and contempt; wee 
am cannot thinke to bee incozpozated with him, 
cht but like corrupt members , muſt locke to bes 
od, cut ol, and thꝛowen into bell fire, there to bee 
110 conſumed, #f 02 except wee be pertakers of our 
Fl Hauiours paſſion , and ſeeke him, and ſuffer 
Jab} with him on the Croſſe: wee mult not ex⸗ 
the} pet to pertake with him, any part of his glo- 
ur, rp, oꝛ of his reſurrection. And to conclude ex- 
af,} cept we be pactakers in this life with our Sz - 
be uiour J ES MN Cbzilt, who was whipped 
cp | ſpit vpon, deſpiſed, wearied and topled with 
pe / daily labours, pooze , continually ſuffering 
hunger and thirſt, and at laſt enduring foz 
our ſunnes his bitter paſſion, and ſuffertiag like 
to] an offender his papnes on the Croſſe; when 
'g, notwithſtanding hee was voide of all kaulte, 
of | and of all innocents the moſt innocent that 
if | liued, except J (ſap wee imitate bim herc- 
o& | in: wee hall neuer finde him a ſweefe , 
al | gentle,andfctendip King af glozp,and P2ince 
M | ofpeace . Somtime this naughty Uench, I 
ve | ſtill mean Negligence, creepeth into our O. 
| | ratory,and there being wearp, thzoughlaſires 
an lgath , is perplexed as if hee were cad 
into 


n 
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like, which was 3 3 pears, he hung allue tha 
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into a pꝛiſon. Then ſay J, Siſter, true and per! 
fect religion, neuer complaineth of troubleſom⸗ 
nefle oꝛ wearineſſe. VWhat can J giue again to 
our Loꝛd, fo2 the manp bencfites hee hath be⸗ 
ſtowed on me? what can J do oꝛ ſuffer enough 
fo2 my ſweet Sauiour and Redeemer Jeſns, 


who of his erccevinng lone and voluntarp will 


continned on the Crolſe, not ſitung as J 
doe, but ſtretched thereon, not cloathev, but 
naked and trembling with colde,not in a houſ 
as J am, but in the apen cold apꝛe not haning 
ſhoes on his fete to ke de them warme, but! 
nayled to the Craſſe with great boyſterow 
and cold pzon nay.es; al! which payns 4 toz · 

ments be (nffered foꝛ my lake, why then ſhoub 
I ſhew my ſelle ſo vngrate: that although net! 
all, vet J will not ſuſfer ſomewhat againe l 
bim:he ſuffered here fo2 mp ſake, moſt excer-) 
ding miſeries and patnefuil labours, and thoſ] 
not fo2 an howzea night oꝛ a dap, but all his 


— hs 


how2es vpon the Croſſe, tnexceding papnes,| 
moſt bitter toꝛ ments, and vnſufferable griefes, 
ſuch J ſay, whoſe like was neuer felt of man 
and pet he moſt loning Sauiour eſteemed then 
but ſmall in regard of his lone and kindnes to 


wirds mezand willingzip would haue ſaffere | 


yet greater then theſe, if neceſſity any wap 
hid vraedhim toit. Conſidering then * 
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he is a Ring, and A no better then a moſt baſe 
bondllaue, he is God, and J durt, di ſt and coꝛ⸗ 
ruption, he moſt holy and innocent. J a ſinner 
woꝛthy olf nought but puniſhment then he ha⸗ 
uing ſuffered all this foꝛ me:ſhall J grudge 03 
repine to ſuffer a uttle ſoꝛ him? What, is the 
ſeruant to be regarded ab3ue the Paſter? No, 
Away tyen Negligence, foz J mult be buſied 


in thoſe things which are my fathers. Smal is 


the reward we ſhall receiue here: if we be not 
free from all wearineſſe ot the place. Foz cur- 
ed is he that doth the woꝛks of God lloathfully 
and negligentlp. Foz God lecketh not ſerulce 


that is done vy compiilion, neither is bee de⸗ 
' lighted with virwilitng ſacrifices, but with 


that which is done with a wil ing mind, and 


pꝛoccedeth from a iliicere and perfect heart: 


Now this old accyricd Wench, becing put to 


her flight. we muſt alſo bamſh her fogltſh hand · 
maides, who by how much the moꝛe they ber 


wicked and daungerous: by ſo much the moꝛe 


aͤre they vehement and ſlrong, end the lee we 


labour to moꝛtiffe and ſubdue them: the har- 


der lhall we finde it to baniſh and expell them. 


The firſt of them which is Malice, acompanit- 
ed with her Daughter Ager. J anſwere 


in this manner, ſo ſoone as the afſaulteth mee. 


Olſter, Charity ts patient and gentle, then ta⸗ 
king the alſeſtance ol myhuſband my Purpole 
I ſup⸗ 
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ſuppꝛe ſſe her andſap age ine. Nothing can be afi 
ind iae d en this beaſt ſo ſeuere, tut that ſhe ha ſs 
teſtrued ſar greater co2reaton. Jf then J hau m 
deſcrued greater puniſtmẽts, J may iuſt iy ſa bu 
J am ſauourably ſpared, not being vſed in rigt 
acco20ing to my defcits. And it is the part off! 
gentle beaſt, not to brhane himſelſe ſlubboꝛn 
92 tudelp to his maſer, and his whole famih 
but karre tontrary to that quie tly, mode ſily, 
gently to all men. Foz allhougb perbaps to da 
his maſtcr beat hun, pet to moꝛ row againhy 
will feede hum wantonlp, and will bchai e hin 
ſelf toward him like a louing and kind maſter} 
And although perhaps outwardly he make n 
ſhcws of affe aion, vet inwardly doubtleſſe ha 
eſtermeth him highly, but pet diſembleth bi} 
affectton and love leaſt he take ſtemacke bein 
patnpcred.andſo kicke again his maſter. Be] m 
fides a beaſt t oti ſoone ſoꝛget any wꝛong 62 1 P2 
lurp, 2 is plcalet againe, ił hts maſter but ſtroke} th 
him on the head. oꝛ the necke: fo J my ſelft hf f. 
ing mured by anp one of my ſiſters, imagining | fel 
J am a bcaſt ea baſe vaſſall beare it pacienth| th 
foz the Loue of God, ę ſuffer them to vie met ft; 
atcoꝛting to theirpteaſures, aſſuring my ſele| w 
that J cannot endure ſo manp infurtes from] th 
them; as my own vawozthineſſe doth datlp de m 
ſerue: and knowing farther, that our Lc 2d per-| th 
witteth foꝛ the hetnonſnes ol my fins, that I pr 
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1 bt affi(cted of them here in this life, ſo to learn to 
hat! ſuffer alfliatons fo2 his ſake. And now ſe this 
hau maid, who thou lapeſt doth with me nothing, 


pla; but hurt and offence, : that other who thou ſat- 


elt doth ſecretly backbite me, & all theſe other 


ol wheme am ſo hatedas thou ſapeſt:theſe Y 


2106 lay hate not 62 malice me, but my vices, laults, 
141; delects, mp malice, my ill manners and conditt- 


bons. and moll ol all my obſt inge and ſtubboꝛne 
will. Zhercfoze J haue canſfe rather to thinke 
thep loue me,fo2 what hereit they doe, pzocce- 


n deth from zeale, and a moſt holy purpoſe, nep- 


ther haue they any agreement with Malice 0 
thinke her meet to conſoꝛt with Vertue. Let vs 
nobo therefoze conſider moze 4:3{ctally', Ik J 


be oꝛ would be thought the handmeide of God: 


J muſt hate and deteſt(cuen from my hart) all 
mp ſins, deſc as, offences, x fmperieatons,s the 
pzonenes of my frallety, which dzawety me to 
theſe, which being true, why (hould J malice o: 
ſtomacke thoſe, which doe but that which my 
elle am bound to. To cenclude, Know that 
thoſe who thou ſapeſt ſpeake ill of me, end de- 
[rac me, pet notwithitanding are my ſiſters, 
whom J am cõmanded to loue, not to hate:and 
thexfoze wil J do that which J amentoincd,: cf 


OR" mar 


— 


mean while let them conſider and weigh with 


themſelnes, whp and to what cndthep affiic & 
nure me, Now againe at ſome other time ſte 
| trieth 


| 
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trieth me lulth Enuie, 4 maid who vſefh a tui 
edged ſwoꝛd a hurteth her £2iffers both in bo 
dy and ſoule. This wench is indeed a daunge 
rous enemp, whoſe chiefeſt kelicitp is in her 3 


ger Hurt: and is neuer mot grieued then alf 


vrrtue and good life. Mhcrefoze when 


5427 imneth to aſſault mee, A ſap Siſter, voi 
ele 036 and iceme to be gricued that other 
i chis woꝛid poiſclle greater riches, thaf 9 


ther s are enduco with moze rare beautp, tha 


others haue moꝛe aboundantly the gits oin 
ture then vou ſelle, bu J take comſoꝛt am 
reiovce cucn in that, and thinke mp lelle hopp 
in wantiug them. Foz neither in this life 82 h 
life tocome, deter J anp thing but JU 
Chuſt mp Sauiour, he is my trea ure and ih 
treaſure of Angels, hee is my beauip, and the 
beauty ot all Creatures, he is myaam, and the 
fountatne of all godoneſſe: Let others fire their 


love where beſt it hall like them; I belire one 


my Sanidur Jeſus, and his lone euer doe) 
thirſt alter, with him is no difference twirt rich 
and pooꝛe, he neuer diſtingurſheth twixt beau⸗ 
tifull and lo lole. Pet here thou complameſt am 
ſayeſt tro me, this and that body abounds, and 
excell in wealth and beauty, ſuch and ſuch haps 
pines is giuen them, and not me. But on the 


confrary this reply. although theſe parties | 


are poſſeſſed ol theſe pleaſures; pet haue 4 - 
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lelle things of greater eſtæme. Foꝛſo Nobte 


and ſo great is the minde that J carry, that it 
ſkozneth to beſtow lone 02 affection on ſo baſe, 
ſo abied, and ſo tranſitozie pleaſures. And 
tonſideting that my name ts called Hun icy, 
by humility mean J to conguecre my ſclfe. And 
J finde the ſc2uants and chtit2en ol God to a⸗ 
bound With theſe, and greater bleſunges: but 
not my lelſe, O Ho am a baſc vaſſall, and no way 
woꝛthy to be partak er thereof, Now Enuy fre- 
ing ſhe pꝛeuaileth little with her leꝛmer ob- 
iedions, vrgeth in an enulcus manner, the — 
ol ſptritualt vertues, ſaving, beheld ſuch a S 

ſter who thou knoweſt right well, is moꝛe a 
uen to vertue and deuotien, then thou art, is 
moꝛe connerſant witi God, and moze exerci- 


led in conte . is à Uirgine of noted 


ſobziety and modeſty, To whome I ftraight 
anſwcre. Foz what cauie deſire J to bereligi⸗ 
zus, oꝛ to be vertuous and deuoted to p2aper : 
becauſe others ſhould thinke better of me, then 
they doe ol my ſiſters pꝛayſe me, honour mee, 
oꝛ admire mp vertices? oꝛ elſe becauſe J wouid 
bemoze daintily ledde, cladde moꝛe coſfflp, 02 
abound in wozldly pleaſures? No truely, but 
foz this cauſe onely, that Jmap ſerue and pleaſe 
God, and that myſiveet Sauiour Jeſus, may 
bymee, and in mee be pꝛapſed and honoeared. 
? Eherelozel it is my duty, and that which J am 

D bonnd 
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bound fo reiopce in, when J ſ& that my moſt | 
louing Loꝛd and Maſter, hath ſuch vertuous | 
deuout leruants,that be wholp gluen to his ſer⸗ 
uice and pꝛaper, and endued with m oft rare ho · 
ltneſſe ol life, and ſpend their ti me tn Religt- 
ous exerciſes. And. A hold it my ducty to pꝛay to 
God, to giue them greater pci ſeuion, and moze 
abonndant grace, wherebphce may bee moze 
highly honoꝛed of them. Foz if J had but the 
leaſt taſte of Gods loue in me, were it not my | 
part and duety to labour what J could, that he ' 
might be known, honoured and loued of all the 
wo:ld, and to pꝛap that hee would beſfow his 
grace on all men, whereby he might of them 
be continually honoured? Theretoze moſt ac- | 
curſed Wench,flicfarre from my ſight. Thou 1 
[inoweſt not what charitable Loue ts, conſt | 
dering thou art the daughter of that wicked, \ 
damnable, andlalſe Apoſtata. Foz J would 
it plcaſed God, that he dep2ztned mee of all | 
(pirituall and cozpozall good, which of his 
ö 
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bounty he hath beſtowed on mr, and giue them | 
toothers, who with them would honour, and 
pꝛapſe him moze then J doe, who am ſo barren | 
and vnſrintfull a ſole, and haue reccincd his 
arace and gifts in vane, Fo? J deſire nothing 
1thts world, but Gods pꝛapſe and honour, t 
will daplp cke it, how dearely ſo euer J ob⸗ 
taine it. Do then | w;etched Wench how = 
thou 
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thou art deceiued. Markeſt thou not that God 
knoweſt what he doth? her ſeeth plainelp that 
theſe velicls, into which ſo aboundantly he in⸗ 
ſuſcth his ble ſungs : be karre moe pure, and 
of a moꝛe humbic ſpirit then J mp lelſe. And 
thercfoze inftip hath denyedme ſuch grace, ſs 
ing right well that Fam ful ol Þ92ite,anda ves 
ſſel fille d with anger and malice, which thzough 
bhaughtinelle clyimde, would pꝛoudlpaltempt; 
to ſcale (tf it cold) the heauens themlelues, 
which duclp pondered, {| ref contented with 
the will and pleaſure of my ſweete Lo2d Jeſus, 
neither deſire Jo find ought elſe but him. 


Cnaryr XIE 
By what mcanes wee may expell all Malice 
trom our (clues, 
He thirde daughter of Malice fs called 
Sloath,a moſt dangerous enemp, who is 
cold and laſic in (pirituall exerciſes, and the 


ſeruice of G WD: wherein conliſceth the 


ſuumme of our laluation. Mer am A wont to 
anſwere in this manner. Thou deſireft ſiſter 
and willingly wouldeſt perſwade mee, neither 
to frequent the ſernice of God: noz to vſe at 
all any ſpirituall exerciſes. And therefozc of 
purpoſe to conquer and ſubdue thee, J wil 
ſpende moze time in watching and pꝛaping, 
and dtutne Contemplation, whercunto thee 

D 2 thus 
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thus replieth. Seeſt not thou thy (elfe euen 
frozen with a colde devotion, and to feele nt 
whitte at all any zeale of Gods ſcrutce inthe, 
but to ble thy exerciſes, againſt thy ewne vo 
luntary diſpoſition, which p2ouoketh tuſthy 
the indignation of God. Nepiher docſt thon 
ought elſe but tempt God therein, who deſu eth 

no vnwilling, oz impulliue ſerulces, but ſuch aj 

pzocedefroma chearefull and willing wine, 
Then replp J againe. Awap thou wicket 
wzetch, J percetne thy meaning. Unobel 
thou not that at ſuch time J thew my let 
greater to God, when Jſcrue him with my 
olyne wil, be it neuer (o ſmal then when J find] 
my ſelfe endued with extraoꝛeinarp deuotion 
by bim: art thou ignoꝛant that God ſometime 
of purpoſe withdzaweth his grace, thereby tl 
trie and pꝛoue our ffrength? 4nd then when 


perceiueth vs to offer vp, and beſlow on hin 


that little denotton which is remaining in vs 
le doubleth his grace, c heauenly conſolation 
in vs. Pet ſo, that finding our ſelues volide «| 
inward ſenſible grace, we caſt not cleane awap 
our good wil and hartp deſire Therfoze wer 
ds thon a!keſt why being ſo colde, and clean! 
voide of deuotien pet 3 noe to pꝛap (conſite 
rung ac thouſaveſt. that is but to temyt Cod 
aſſure thy ſelſe, althtugh 4 felt in mee ſor lefl 
deuctton, and will te ſer uc Cod: pet that not 
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withſtanding J would frequent my pꝛapers K 


would ſet my ſe!fe in the ſight of our Lozd,nep- 
ther would J ſpeake oꝛ deſire ought or him, but 


' ſtandingbeſoze him, would peeld to him all due 


honour and reuerence, imagining himſelfe to be 


pꝛeſent in my ſight, and that J begeldhim, and 


that there 4 Food befoꝛe his high, diuine, and 
ſearefull Maieſty. That he who is ehe fire of 
lone would inflame mp hart when bee ſhould 
thinke conuenient. Thereloꝛe ſubmit J my ſelk 
to his holp will, e am content with that which 
it ſhal plzaſe him to grant me: and the weaker, 
fainter, and colder J finde my lelfe, ſo much 
the nearer J wil come to this fire. Foꝛ if J wil 
depart from it, then ſhall J finde my ſelfe karre 


colder then befoze, Cherefoꝛe depart from mee 


thou naughty \vench, fo2 J doe not vſe 4 fre- 
quent mp daplypꝛapers, my deuoute contem⸗ 


plations, ⁊ ſpiritual exert iſes, foʒ my own con⸗ 


tentment, comk oꝛt oꝛ delight, but onely to this 
end, thereby to ſerue my L oꝛd God, and honour 
him, conſidering J know it to be his holy will 
and pleaſure, that J ſhould doe fo; and that J 
exerciſe mp ſelſe in all vertue, and holines to the 
honoꝛ and p2aple oſ his holy name. Now when 
this wicked mayden with her pꝛadil es cannot 


withdꝛaw me from the Loue of God, :ſhe ta- 


keth a new courſe, and laboureth to wiune mp 
lone from my lellow Siſters, And taking the 
D 3 allt 
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a diſtance of her befoze named Noutces,Sulpi- | 
tion and raſh indgement aſſaulteth me again, | 


and perſwadeth me to hate and malice my ſi⸗ 


ſters, and to carrpa ſiniſter opinion of them, 
whereby J ſhouldepther ſuſpect ſome illin the, | 


92 elſe raſhlp without ſome iuſt cauſe condemn | 


them, hence pꝛocced contempt, repining, mur⸗ 


muring and detradion. Wut my (fe with the 


aſſiſtance of my Purpoſe marking her, p2eſet- 
ly anſwere. It beſeemeth not ſo baſe, and ſq 


em ent 


abtec a maid as my ſelle, to iuoge amiſſe ot my | 


ſiſters oꝛ ſupertours: neyther lawfull roꝛ ſin- 
ners to intermeddle With ſacred veſſels, oꝛ fo? 


Beaſts to com: nigh the holy Parnataine. {t | 


beſt beſeemcth mee to account all my Silters, 


vertuous and holy, but my ſelfe molt wꝛet⸗ 


ched, and fuil of ſoule ſinns. Fo it is a ſe- 
cret to mee, whit all men are in the ſight of 
G. O D, oz in what manner they ſhall ende 
this moꝛtali liie. As faz my lelfe, J know 
ri iht well, that my pꝛoneneſſe to ſinne, and 


awughty appetites and deſires, wauld dꝛawe 
nee henglong to the pitte of hell, were J not | 


pꝛeſerued by Gods diuine grace and mercie. 


Wherctoze know J right well what J my 


fcare oimpſelie and (aſpect, that is, whither 
my Conſcience, my Wlo:des and Deedes, be 
good, fo2 J know my ſelfe, but am a Stran⸗ 
ger lo others. And thercfoze ſo much as apper- 
= —- *  taineth 
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taineth to my Fellowes, J will chooſe the 


ſafeſt courſe, that is to thinke, and ſpeake all 
good of them, aſſuring my ſelle thereby to 
gaine, but neuer to looſe, Fo2 nothing is moꝛe 
daungerous, then to bee ruled by our owne 
will, and to refuſe a certainetp, fo2 an vncer- 
tainety. Charity neuer thinketh amiſſe. And 
I finde it a charge great enough fo2 mee, to 
ludge and diſcerne mine owne Conlcience, 
my affections, my woꝛdes, and derdes, and 
not to buſie my ſelſe in cenſuring theſe, noꝛ cu⸗ 
rioully to intermeddle in others acions. Foz 
who made meea Judge betweene God and 
my Silkers? oꝛ bctweciie them and their own 
conſcience? Truelp no man. Auoite thou 
therefoze, oz haſt thou ought elſe to lap: A 
plainely ſee thou art now oucrcome, in ſee-⸗ 
king to ſuggeſt to mee a ſuſpition of inp Si⸗ 
ſters, which is a molt vamnable, and wic- 
ked thing, and wholy repugnant to holy and 
true meaning Simplicity, whereof God hun⸗ 
ſelke is the chiekeſt Authour: wilh wiome 
no man map, 02 can at any time diſlemble. 
And if any man will ſap, that miſtruſt, oꝛ ſuſ- 
pitton map bec admitted and allowed in a Su⸗ 
periour, oz anp one that bath rule ouer o⸗ 


thers, and that my beloꝛe alleged Kea⸗ 


ſons bee not ſutffictent to refute him: Let 


hm aſſure humſelfe, that great diligence 


D 4 much 
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much wiſedome, and carefall circumſpectlon, 


mult therein be vied, and that fo2 this reſpec, 


ag experience tcacheth vs. If a man will be ſu⸗ 
ſpitious of his wiſes lovalty and honeſty, x ſhe | 
{hall perceiue her huſbands diſtruſt, although 
perhaps betoꝛe ſhe were true to him, and ho⸗ 


neſt, pet map the thereby bee moued to dillop- 
alty. Wherenpon Seneca ſaith, Suſpition is 


the cauſe ot many mens lin, Therefoze ton. 


ſidering their intention x purpole is god, why 
ſhauldeit tho! ſap their actions are naught, 
whea m all likelyhood they might erte, either 


though ignoꝛance oz fi:nplicity, oz want of | 


experience, by ſame ſodaine motion, oz hu- 
maine iraizety, oꝛ by ſome naturall imperfect- 
on, which thep are ſublect to. And in all theſe 
accidents, no malitious, oꝛ fooliſh raſh iudge⸗ 
ment is to be giuen. ut rather we mull pitty 
and be ſoꝛromull foꝛ ſuch imperfections, and 
ercuic then charitably foz the Loue of God, 
Hut ifthis aunſwere in reaſon will not ſuffice 
thee, becauſe thou ſaiſt their offences be too ap- 
parent, then J ſap, God by his lecrectudaemet 
ſuffereth ſuch thinges to happen, through 
wie pꝛouidence, all thinges happen, that 
exceede our grolſſe capacities. And as he neuer 
reaſeth of himſelle to doe good in vs: ſo ſome ; 
time permitteth hee that wee fall into ſuch 
fomptations, which notwichtanviig, hee off 
turneth 
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n, turneth epther to the good of him that offens 


an 


ded, oꝛ elſe to the good of others that haue ſen 


us| it. Take thou hide therefoze, thou pꝛo⸗ 
cee no farther herein. Foz hee that will 


take vpon him to judge others, vadertaketh 
that which appertaineth to God, oꝛ rather 
deſireth that himſelfe were Mod. Harke then 
wicked w2etch, what befell thy Father when 


he alpired to bee like vnto God. Farther, a 


hoꝛſe, oz any other labouring beaſf, is not 


offo malitious, oꝛ enuious a Mature, that hog 
ſuſpect oꝛ holde in Jealouſie his fellow beafts, 
oꝛ cenſure their actions in a w2ong vnderſtan⸗ 
ding: but hath his mind onelp ſet on his iour 
ney, and that he map carrp his burthen accoꝛ· 
ding to his Maſters minde. Nepther regar- 
deth he if any ol his fellows erte in their way, 
but with an honeſt emulation will labour to 
his power, to follow, az goe befoze thoſc her 
ought to imitate, which if he cannot, pet will 
he kerpe the wap that her is directed, and not 


intermeddle with any but himſelfe. Neither 


will her ſerke at any time to goe backe againe, 
oꝛ reſt in his iournep, except therebp be may 
perloꝛme what he vndertaketh the berter, net- 
ther grudge oꝛ repine at chat he ts commaun⸗ 
d2d, oꝛ backbite o2 launder his Maſter, oꝛ as 
ny other: conſidering then, that J haue made 
my ſelfe a beaft ſoz the Louc of Cod, 4 muſt 
humble 


55 
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humble and carry my ſelle like a Beaſt, and in. int 
termeddle with nothing, but with my ſelle. the 
CAP XIIII. ST 

Ofother exerciſes of Humility. 51 
D Eſire hauing with admiration atentlueh act 
marked the exerciſes ol Hnmihty, ſalts th 

vnto her. Now find J that true Lady mother, 
which J haue heard, that Humility cantaineth| 
in her ſelle, all iuſtice, vertue, peace, quietneſ 
and happineſſe, and all ſpiritnall and tempo 
rall comkozt and contentation. Pet farther] 
JI deſire to know one d:ybte, whether thele} 
naughty wenches, when they come in here 
monglt you, be knowne by ſight, o2 whither 
they take the habite of pour Uirgins, and ſo by 
ſubtletp intermingle amonaſt them: oz what 
meane and wap pou haue to diſcouer them. ne 
Hum, Truelie ſonne thy queſtion is a. mattit] gr 
of great impoꝛtance: know thercfoꝛe that the | te 
diuine goodnes hath hanged vpa lamp in the co 
mideſt ol our chamber, called good conſcience} ſo 
which burneth dap and nig t, beeing k indled ] ly 
with the ople of his Mercy, and the wicke, 0] w 
cotton of holy ſcripture: farther this lampe is] ad 
ro be tied with a rope, called watch ouer our] ga 
hearts, to à naile; which is called watch oucr} fr; 
our ſences; nob ſo long as this lampe is kind» } C 
led, 1 burneth, we neuer ſeare them becauſe we | or 
doe pꝛeſently know them. And — tt 
nter 
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intermingle themſelues with the go rd: pet by 
their gate woe eaſily diſcerne them. Foꝛ they be 
| crooke ſhouldered, and hault and limpe in their 
pꝛte, ſo th at they neither can goe ſpeꝛdily, noꝛ 


10 accoꝛding to the vow? they made. Wut if 
ide thꝛoagh our ſins this Lampe be extinguithed, 
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oꝛ by our negligence the naile flippe out, oꝛ the 
rope chance fo bzeake, oꝛ our Lo2d fo2 our 
demerites wit jdꝛaw the ople ( which he neuer 
doth, except wee firſt ſhedde it) then are wee 
in darkeneſſe and al things fal out to the woꝛſt 
fo: vs. Thereſoꝛe pꝛap wee daply to our 
Loꝛd God, that if will pleaſe him of his good 
neſſe, to lighten our Lampe, ſaping with the 
Prophet Dauid: for thou O Lord dock 
lighten my Lunp. lighten O God my cark- 
nes. De, God J beſeech him, giue pon his 
grace and charity, faꝛ pou haus greatly comfo2- 
ted my ipirits- Hum. Take now fo2 thy 
companions theis Uirgines here, and let them 
ſo long accompatine thee,vntil thou be thꝛough · 
ly armed with true feare, that it by chance theſe 
wicked wenches foztuns to meete thee, they 
dduenture not to ſhew their hate and malice a · 
gunſt thee, n32 endeauour to withdzaw thee 
[rd amang vs:here halt thon Seuerity again 
Concup ſcẽce of thefleſhꝭ the firſt:emanhood 
orſtrength ag unc c: oncupi! ccce ot the cies 
the 2. Hum: lit / ag unſt Pride of life, the third, 
111 
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Diligence againſt Negligence; the fourth: 
Gentlenes againſt Malice, the fit. And now 


th: grace of God be alwapes with thee, 
CHAP, XV. 
Of the Vertues that be daughters of 


Humility. 


VM. Thus by the grace of Almigbtt 
God, and the helpe and alſiſtance of my 


loꝛenamed Huſband, J ouercome and ſubon 
my enemies, and my ſelfe. Deſire much plea 


ſed with this diſcourſe of rlumility, ſaid to her. 
De. J entreat pou Labp Mother, that it may 
ſtand with pour goov liking, that J map vi 


ſite and be acquainted with the Uircoins ofthis 
fociety. Hum. Pꝛoceede my ſonne, aſſiſted 
with Gods grace, molt willingly J aſſent to 


thy deſire. And thou daughter, which art Ste ! 
ward of this houſe, accompany him, and ſheb } 
him the houſe, and bꝛing him to the chamber ol 
euer p virgin This ſaid, Deſire departed cheat | 
fully out of the Ladp mothers chamber, acc | 


panied with N:hil: penfio,0z Contempt e tal 
vnneceſſary cares, who was ſteward of the 


hauſe, gouernes of the N ouices, æ was carried 


bp ber to the chamber ofa virgin, who was thi 
firſt x eldeſt daughter ol Humility. called Con: 


feſsidn, a whom he aſked the maner of her lifs } 


and conditions. Conf. J am the daughter of 
dur mother Hunulicy, andthe ſcholler of tbls 
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Uirę in bore evr grurrnebe, with wbome J off 
frequent. s m much delighted with her fa- 
mihaxity ur acknowledge mp ſelf what Jam 
accozding as J lud mp telle in examitiug mp 
confcicnce, Ve re thought this Uirgin ol rare 
and ſing ular vertue 4 departing fem her was 
bzeught into the Cliaver ef an other targhtcr 
ofHvmility ,whoſc name was Deſire of Tons 
tempt, who recelntng him curfeouſly, was al⸗ 
ked of Deſire, both h*r name and conditions. 
Vir. mp name is Deſire of Cõtempt becauſe 
J deſire not to be honoꝛed oꝛ eſte med of any 
man. Deſire wondꝛed hearing this Uirgin de⸗ 
fire to be ſo much ccntemned, conſidering how 
different it was from the mindes olf moſt men. 
But admired her vertues, finding, ſhe did it fo2 
theloue of God, And leauing her, was bꝛought 
into the Chamber of an other Mirgin, whole 
name was Lo reioyce in being contemned. 
Tf whome De ſire being entertained : demãded 

likewiſe her name 4 coditions. Vir. Mp name 
is To reioy ce to be contemned, F02 J with 
to be deſpiſed ſcoꝛned, z intured fo2 the Loue of 
God. De. Jnftrud mie beſech pou how A 
map attaine to this vertue, fo: ſuch is the han, 
tines of mp pꝛoud mind, that 3 doe not onlyre, 
loyte:but am gricued 4 repine if Jbe centem. 
ned ſcoꝛned, deſpiſcb, oꝛ iniured. Vir. That 
pzocedeth from want of Hmilicy, whoſe ver, 

tue 
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tue is to centemne, and neglea her (clie fc2 the 
Love of Cod, And truely this is an apparant 
token that thou aboundeſt with paide, and 
ouer much ſciſe lene. But ſeing thou art by 
GO ꝰ condneed hither into this JPalace | 


9 


we wül willinglp inſtruct ther, in all kinde 
ot᷑. vertue, and alter ing thy habit, will make , 
the a newe man, and witldirc& and inſlrut | 


fo2 othcrwapcs then ſhalt be ſure fo2 fo fol} 


thy labour. Therefoze if thou weuldeſt at. 


tame to my vertue, thon muſt impꝛinte in⸗ 
thy heart my Sitter, Deſire to be contemned ö 


thinking and determining thus with thy ſelle, 
hencefoꝛth wil J deſire to be ſcoꝛned and con. 


temned, and to be neglected of all men fo)} 
the Loue ot God. This delire once thacughy 


fired in thy heart, thou ſhalt by degrees at- 


taine to mp vertue, thzovgh pꝛaier, ſtudy, 
and diligent endeucur . And although at 


the beginning thon ſhalt endure ſcme la- 
beure and paine: by ſtriuing to ſubdue and 
mater thy owne appetites: Yet perſcuere to 
the end, and thou ſhait gette the bico!y 
An ſomuch that thou ſhalt retoyce; when en 


thinge is laid oz done to tb, centrary o 


thy king. Farther thou muſt by degtees en 
ſore? thy lelfe to deſire, to te ſcoꝛned del 
piled and fontenmed. Foz it is moſt true that 
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no man can be humble, that is not (uf. And 
her that ſhall not dere, to bee deſpiſed, con⸗ 
temned, mocked, and debaſed, this man can⸗ 
not be called tuff, De. Mou map that be, 


that whoſoeuer deſireth and wiſheth not to 


bee deſpiſed, ſhoud bee ſaide to bee a man vn 
{nſf . Foz by that accompt , wee ſhall finde 
but few iuſt men, and in my opinton this can- 
not bee true Virg. J will eaſily pzoone 
what à haue ſaid. It cannot be denied but that 
be is (uſt , which giueth to each man that 


which is right: if theretoꝛe man can challendg 


nothing elle foz bimſelfe, but to bee contem⸗ 
ned, ſcoꝛned, mocked and debaſed; hee is 
not (aſt which defireth , not to bee loe vſed. 
De, J would hezre peu pꝛoue that, and 
ſhew platucly how, nothing but contempt 
is due to men. Virg. J will. Firlt there 
is no queſtton, but that all that which is god, 
ought bee loucd, honoured , deſired , and p2ap- 
led. and how much greater and better it is, 
lo much the moꝛe it ought to bee loued: con- 
trary wapes, that what ſo is naught. ought to 
be diſpiſed, hated, reicted, and ſuppꝛeſſed. 


Now il it be true that euerp man is ill, it fol 
loweth that of right hee mult bee contemned, 


and diſpiſed. De. Tell mee how all men 
are to be ſaide to be naught. Vir. Onely 
G O Dis gad, thereloze all men are naught. 

De. 
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De. J tannot peald to that concluſion. Vir. 
Xogitians shall pꝛoue, that none is god but 
God: and whatſoeuer is not God is not god, 
but ill. And il man be ill, that all ſhame, re. 
pꝛsach, and contempt is tue to him. 
Cnan AFL 
How all creatures are good, and yet none 
is good, | utGod kim ſel fe 


wean , ed id ons i a e 


Ds: +08 3 am not pet reſolued bp thy 
alleaged reaſons , cor ſidering thou ſaill 


that Gon i: god, and that whoſoener is not 


$ Maine 


Sewn = 2 2 
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God, is not to bx laide god, And the hol 
Scrip;ur e ſaith, that God law all thinges that 
he hid made, 2 hatthey were not onely god, 
bat very god. Farther, conſidering God is 


god ( as indede he is the chiefe godneſſe it 
lelte. and the cffictent cauſe, and beginning off 


all things createb) all things that he hath mate 
mult of neceſſ tv be god, that the wozie be 
anlwerable to the wozkman that made it, 
whcrenponttfollowetb, that whatſocuer Gat 
hath made mult ol neceſſitp bee very god. Be⸗ 
ſices, conſibering man is the moſt excelent 0f 
all coꝛpoꝛall creatures, it is plaine that he is not 
only god, but berp god. And then tif he bs 
god, by thy owne rule it lolloweth, that both 
honour and loue, are due fo him. Vir. 3 
will not maintatne a long diſputation with 
ther, koz that dilagreeth with the rules of — 
| militie 
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; | mility, only J will open what J haue ſaid m oꝛe 


at large,. that thou mailt better ynder tand mp 


| 


enn r 1 9 
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meaning. The Scripture ſayth; tat none is 


good but onely God, which is thus to be vn 
der ſtdod, that only God is eſſentially good, and 
to be good is onely pꝛoper to him. And what - 
ſoeuer he hath mate, map be ſaid to be good. 
participating in goddnes, giuen to the by Cod; 
foz whatſoeuer goodnes they haue is Gods , 
not their owne: ſo when theu lerſt god giftes 


pheſtowed on any Creature from above, thou 
| muſt honour and loue ſuch a creature: but this 
bhonour and loue muſt be referred to God, and 


not to the creature, Thercfoze our ſelues and 
all creatures are to be loued of vs, becauſe they 
be good in their ellence, oꝛ being, as the crea- 
tures of God, this is, to loue God in his crea⸗ 


| ftnres. Let not therekoꝛe any man deſire to be 


pꝛayſed 02 honoured (o2 his owne ſake, but foꝛ 
the goodneſſe which God hath beſtowed on 
him: attributing and referring it all to God: 
Foz it is one thing that man hath from G-d, 
but another which hee hath of himlſcife, fr nn 
God he hath what good ſocyer is. bul from him 
ſelfe whatſoeuer is ill. He hath from God that 
he repzeſenfeth and tarrieth his image 4 ltke- 
nes. But of himſelfe thꝛough wicked life and 
euill maners, he is made altogether dillike fo 
God. Alſo it is gon to him by the _ of 


God, 
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God to deſire to bee god and endued with ver · 
tue: but ofhimſelfe hee defireth ill, and doeth 


thoſe things that moſt viſpleaſe God. From 


hence wee learne that thoſe things which are 


beſtowed on man from abone are greatly to be 
honoured, and highly to ber lone d, which are 


r 


the conditions of his creation, and his natural 


bleſſings, and pet not to be loued foz his owne 
lake, but fo2 the honoz of God: Contrarp thole 
things to be hated, which are in man hinlelfe, 
as his vices,offenccs,t all other tinper fecions: 


So that dinerſly we honour and delpiſe,loue q| 
hate ſome things in one t the ſclfe ſame man:; 


be he endued with neuer fo great vertue, 4 de- 
uotion:pet iet him be aſtured, that of himſelſe 
he hath nothing that is god, z ſlill let him deſire 
that in regarde ofthe god giſtes beſtowed on 
him by Mad, be they vertue, deuotion, oꝛ other 
ſpirituall benefits, that God alone be honoured 
and loued foz them,and that all pzapſe be giuen 
to him as to thefountaine of all goodneſſe but 
foz the ſinue in him, which he kno weth to ber 
his owne, let him deſire to be deſpiſcd, hated, 
and contemned of all men. This doing J 
ſap, hee is to bee accounted iuſt. But if cuery 
iuſt man ſhall deſire to be con? emned after this 
(o2t, how great is the iniuſtice of a man defiled 
with fine, not onely not to deſite to bee con; 
temned a3 J haue lad: but to deſire - la- 
our 
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bour to bee honoured and extolled: Ket not 
therefoꝛe a wꝛetched ſinner thinke, and ima - 
gine that he hath ſhewed much Humilicy, in 
teſiring to be contemned, oꝛ let him not be the 
better pet ſwaded ol hunlelfe thereloꝛe, conſi- 


dering the moſf holp, vertuous, and deugutelF 


man is bound ol duct to deſtre as much. 
Cnar. XX VIh 
Ofthe ſame, 
Eſire was not a little pleaſed here with, x 
ſaide to this Uirgite, De. J beſerchyou 
Siſter inſtruct and direct me, by what meanes 
I mapaattainc to this holy Deſire. Vir. Two 
wapes there be, by which thou mapeſt obtaine 
{t, which arc the Loue ol Cod, 4 a holy pur- 
poſe, to abiect andembace thy ſelie like to a la- 
boꝛing beaſt, to which l;oly p urpoſe our Go- 
uerneſle hath wedded her ſelfr: and (thou wilt 
be ruled by mpdirectfons, thou C;alt finde thy 
ſelfe not a little aſſiſted iher by. Me. Moſt wil⸗ 
lingly will J be mfru&ed by porn. Vir. Then 
aſſure thy ſelle, that the Loue of God whome 
4 perceiue thou art ſo deſrous to finde, hath no 
moꝛe dangerous ⁊ bewitull enemp, then ts thy 
obon body: inure thou thy ſelt therſoꝛe daplp fo 
this cuſtom that cucty moꝛning theuſap to th 
ſonic : It me ſet now my ſoule, how thou wilt 
this day bate thy body, which is ſo great ane; 
emp to thy ſweet Sauioꝛ and Creatoꝛ Jeſus, 
„ and 
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and how much thou wilt defire,that if maybe 
deſpiſed, afflicted, toꝛmented and (cozned, At 

night like wiſe ſap thus againe. Now lhew| 
mee my ſoule how this dap, thou haſt deſpiſed; 
thy bedy ſo rebellious againſt thy moſt ſwekte 
A oꝛd Jeſus, and how thou haſt deſtred that 
it might bee afflictedandimured of all men, and 
baſt laboured that nothing bee pardoned it, but 
baſt carried thy ſelle moſt ſcuere againſt it: this 

doing, deare Brother, and till conuerſing in | 
theſe good thoughtes, and euer perſcuering in 
this thy deſire, this onely exerciſe in time will 
bꝛing thee to an cxceeding perfection of perfea 


* 


Humility, and wil teach how to ouercome, and 


put to flight the moſt dangerous enemy, and 
betraper of thy ſoule, and in concluſion thon 


ſhalt thereby attaine, to ſo great har red of thy 


ſelfe, that thou ſhalt wiſh and labcur to be cen 


temned and deſpiſed. And when hereafter thou 
thalt happen to bee conte mned of ſeme man, 
then ſticke faſt lo mer, and foꝛſake not my ver- 
tue, but with reiopſing and thanks giuing to 
God, ſay thus to thy ſelſe. Now thanks bee to 
God who hath reuenged mee of mp cnemy, 
Deſire being much contented with the direct- 
on of this Uirgtn,tooke leaue of her, and was 
bꝛought into the chamber of an other daughter 
of Humility, whoſe name was Simplicity, 
who reccuung hun leutmgly, was aſked by — 
et 


ad 
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her name, vertue and conditions. Sim. Mp 
name is Simplicity, Mp office and conditlons 
is to bebaue my ſelle ſimply, ſincerelp, and 
plainelp towards all men, and to conceiue no 
hurt oz ill meaning ol any thing, that J ſhall 
happen to heare oz fo ſee : but to !hinke all 
things to ber done rightly and holilp, and to 
thinke ill of no body but my ſelle: Foz J cucr 
ſuſpect and feare mp ſelle, and continnally 
watch ouer mp thoughts and deſires, (till loo- 
king into my ſelſe, and holdirig open the right 
epe of perfect wiſedome, whereby J map eſ⸗ 
chew and auotde all cutll, and our Mother 
Hunulity be made moze ſtrong in her vertue. 
De. What? is not Humility endued with all 
kinde of vertue, except thou hold, and kerpe 
open thy epe, Simp. Noconſidering Sim - 
plicity without Wiſcdome, ts of no eſtimati- 
on, but hurteth rather then helpethz foz ihe 
Loue of God loueth no man, but ſuch as ſhall 
come with true knowledge and wiſedome. 
CHar. AV EEE 
Of the maners and conditions of Simplicity, 
ESIRE. Nowthen J deſire to be in⸗ 
ſtructed by you mp Siſter, how and in 
what manner pou behaue pour ſelfe, ſimply 
towardes all ſoztes of people. Simpl, In 
thꝛe things which are, in thought, woꝛd, and 
ded, Firſt Jneuer vſe ta thinke vpon thoſe 
E 3 things, 
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things, which are aboue my knowledge and ta 1 
pacitp, neither deſire I the honoꝛs, eſtimations u 
and vanities of this woꝛld. but ſtill perſeuer in kt 
this humble thought, that J am the moſt abiea 
of all the world, a vn wozthieſt that liueth to be 0 
theſcruant of God: thinking all other holy and ! 
v:rtuous, 4 repleniſhed with all kinds of grace | fl 
aud ver tue. Secondly, I reſolue to vie no flatte- | 
ring, leined oz deceitfull woꝛds, but a plainc al. t 
firmation, oꝛ elſe a deniall, that is onely, yes, le 
vba, oꝛ no no, oz whatſocuer is moꝛe, p2ocees | 
deth not of good, but from the rote 4 ground of | 
vanity Thirdly, Jhaue determined to buffe 
my lelfe fn no wozldlp, curious, 92 vain woz ds, | a 
but in ſuch onelp as are ſimple, and yet necefſa- | d 
ry, leſt thereby J be d2awn to vanity oꝛ ſingu⸗ h 
laritp, and thereby be expelled z kept out from 
hence: loʒ to do an adion ſimply, bꝛingeth Hu- P 
mility of hart, but otherwiſe ta doe is moſt full n 
of perils. De. 48 how: Sim Thou ſhalt vn⸗ 
derſtand Deſire, that our gouernes and Kady 
mother H unulit y,bath ſet me here, x impoſed 


his charge on me, to licepe ſafely in this Pal | 


f 
tl 
q 
fi 
lace two rare Jewels which are remaining! h 
bere, which are, the one,puricy ot arr, the o⸗ b 
ther Innocency: the value whereofis oflo his Þ 
eſtemo, that they cannot be pꝛiſed accoꝛding to F 
their woythineſſe. Foz the obtaining whereof k 
this Pallace and the other leated in this deſert, * 
were 
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ons 
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| vere at the beginning founded and built, And 
what god ſoeuer we doe, is referred to the get⸗ 


in king and kle ping theſe iewels:but il Curioſity 


tec! Vanity, oz Singularity ſholdenterbythe gate 


J be 
and | 


of our heart, our mouth , oꝛ elſe our action, they 
would ſteale and carry awap botb theſe ie wels 


krom vs:and therfoze ifanp of our Air gins ſhal 
not implop all their tboughts, woꝛds x wozkes 


to get and pꝛeſerue theſe: we account them 
lol. s not vnderſtanding what they vndertake. 
De. Whp doe pou ſo carcfuily pzcſerue theſe 


: tewels,conſidering that by pour pꝛole ſſion you 
kollow pouertp: It is dangerous leſt you ſhould 
: offend(nconetouſnes, kceping ſuch vnneceſſarp 
and pꝛecious iewels, conſidering many pooze 
people map ſtarue tbꝛough want of them. 
Si. Herein thou art deceiues: foz although in 
polleſſing louing, oz deſiring riches oꝛ goods, a 


man map ſin in couetoulnes, accoꝛding to the 
intẽ tion, foꝛ which he ſhall deſire them, pet can 
there be no ſin in polſelling theſe ie wels, in re- 
gard that we deſire to keepe x pꝛeſerue the only 
fo2 the loue of God, ther with to honour ⁊ ſerue 
him, at ſuch time as it ſhall pleaſe him to come 


hithber amongſt vs, oꝛ when we conuerſe with 


bim in bis holy houſe ruſt and canker conſume 


' ſpoile other woꝛldly ie wels, but thele that arc 
kept x laide vp in our harts, no ruſt no canker, 


no coʒruption can conſume:foꝛ no man can ſee 
E 4 them 
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them, but he, which doth poſſeſſe them. De. J. 
he ſhall lay them open, cannot ruſt then hurt 
them? Simp. No, fo2 il purpoſely he (hew 


that he that hath them, doth not know he hath 
them. Which our moſt louing Lo2d doth to 
this intent, that pꝛeſumption and lelke liking 
which lurke in mens harts, ſhould not ſecretly 
ſteale them and take them awap. Thereloꝛe 
whoſocucr doth molt of all other poſſeſſe them: 
doth with all ſecrecp that he can conceale them, 
and hide them. 
Cu XIX. 
How Purity ot heart and Lunocency 
may be p:efcrucd, 

I): SIR much delighted with this diſ⸗ 

courſe of Simplicity, ſaid to her. De. Tel 
me by what incanes theſe pꝛeclous Jewels 
map be pꝛeſerued. Simp. There is one thing 
amonglt others very neceſſary foꝛ nouices and 
young folkee, and the lime not vnp2ofitable 
fo; thoſe that be of moꝛe peares, wohlch is to 
flie and to locke, and to keepe cloſe our gates 
from mic) companp. Foz ifa man will vſe the 
fainiltagity and foilo wHippe of manp, and fake 
de- 


VE LETS 


| 


them, that others Chould l& them, then doth | 
not he polſeſſe them anp longer. Foꝛ he that | 
bath them doth not thinke hee hath them, but | 
laboureth ſtill that hee map get them. And ma |} 
ny times our Sauiour doth ſo beſtow them, 
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delight to heare and to ſer many things he ſhal 
hardly bee able to pꝛeſerue theſe Jewels, fo2 
our minds may well be compared to a looking 


' glaſſe, which repꝛeſenteth the likeneſe of any 


thing ſet befoꝛe if, oz to ware which retaincth 
the impꝛeſſion of a Scale. De. But how can 
one flie oꝛ ſhut the doꝛes, that liueth continnal- 
ly in a religious ſociety? foꝛ ſuch a perſon hath 
occaſion to goe into many places, and the Gas 
uernour commaundeth ſometimes one thing, 
ſometimes another, ano ſuch a party is enfozced 
ts talke with many, and olten commaunded to 
conuerſe with al ſoꝛts of people:foꝛ other waics 
he ſhall be accounted ſingular, and ſingularity 
although it be couered with a ſhew of holineſſe 
and vertue - pet is it hateiull, and ought to bee 
eſchewed and ſhunned. Simp. It is true as 


thou layeſt, wee muſt heare ſe, and ſay many 


things foz obedience, which tf wee did of our 
owne acco2d and deſire, wee ſhould offcnd. 
But when obedience and charity doe mote vs 
thereunto pꝛouldes wee bee not negligent but 
doe our beſt endeauours) there is no doubt to 
be had fo2 loſing theſe Jewels. De. What 
mult we doe in doing our endeauozs? Sim. Af 
is needfull that whoſoeuer would keepe theſe 
fewels of Purity t Innocency, 4 either foꝛ o- 
bedience 02 r:eceſſity cannot be ſecluded,ne2 l{us 
in ſolitary 02 vnſrequented places, it is necelſ4- 

rie 
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rie I ſay that he make me his companion, who 
truſting to my fellowſhip (trauaile he all the 


woꝛld about) pet nædeth not feare to looſe 
theſe Jewels. De. J deſire pon to explaine pour 
meaning by ſimilitudes, fo2 ſo, ſuch as bee but | 
ſimple ſhall the better vnderſtand pou. Sim. It 


is requiſite foz a man that will haue Purity ot 
heart and Innt cency (which are tbe eſpecial 
meanes to attaine to all vertues, and bp which 
we may readup come to all perfection, perkea 
charity,and the chicte marke which we (hoote 


at, that is the Louc of God:) It is neceſſary as 
J haue ſaid to attain to thelſe vertues, to llie cõ; pu 
ucrſation,+ ſhut the gates againlt company, 1 ( 


he cannot do ſo, then let him take me a comps 
nion, and in all things that he ſhall heare oz la, 
ſtill keepc me in his right eye. And when the 


left eye ſhail ſcke to behold any ching, that | 


map taſte ofconetauſnes,o2 of fotiſh,oz of raſh 
iudgement, then let him behold the ſame with 
the right eie of Simplicity, thinking 4 perfwas 
ding thus imply with btmſelfe:that euerp man 
and woman bꝛother & Siſter:gc. is the Angell 
and Sonne of almighty God, and that allother 
things are certaine inſtruments oꝛ Oꝛganes, 
which without intermiſſion do laude & p2ayſe 
their Creatoꝛ. and by the ſame rule, what ill ſo 
euer he thallheare oz ſee of his neighboz, let the 


rightepe excuſe it & conſter it to the belt; = | 
W 


0 
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let him pꝛapſe 4 gloꝛifie God fo2 all his crea- 
tures, which the laſt eye of couetouſnes (hal ale 
lure him to dcfire, calling to minde the beautle, 
comelines and goodnes of his Creatoz, and all 
other his pꝛopertles, ſaping thus to himſelſe, 1 
will not deſire 02 loue any thing created to any 
 otherend, but that in them, and with them 1 
may loue and pzapſe God, likewiſe in all his 
woꝛds and actions, it ts verp neceſſarp that he 
| aſſociate himſelle with me. De. How ſhal we 
ſap,all the actions of me are done in ſimplicity. 


Sim. CUlhen their intention ſhall bee ſimple, 
4 | pure, and right, and all that they doe being of it 


lelle good, ſhall be alſo iuſt and right, in all cir- 
tum ſtances of time, place and perſon. ſhal not 
do anp thing, but eyther foꝛ the honoꝛ t pꝛaiſe 
of God, oꝛ foꝛ the god of the ſoule o2 body of 
himſelf, oꝛ his neighbour oz elſe fo2 the beneũte 
ol the whole co:non wealth, he that doth th 1s, 
walketh ſi nyly in all his actions: and wholoe- 
uer ih all choſe keep Simplicity, foʒ his copa- 
mon, he liueth and walketh ſecurely q happilp. 

Cut, 

Of Pouerty. 
D* re muth pleaſed with this diſcourſe of 

S mplicity, taking his leaue of her was 

bꝛought to the chamber of another of Humili⸗ 
ties daughters, whoſe name was Pouercy,of 
whome being louingiy entert3tacd, he ſpake 
(0 
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to her as followeth. De. Jam not a little} Wo 
lighted with your fellowſhip and acquatntang}, tbe 
aſſuring my ſclſe, how dearely you are belong} ma 
ofthe Louc of God, thercfozc deſire to inoy) the 
pour conditions and courſe of life, You. J th! 
contemne and reſuſe foz the Louc of God, tif Wt 
hauc o: poſſeſſe anp wozldlp oz tranſitojh} fat 
goods. De. In what thing then conſiſteth you} diet 
topand only comſoꝛt? I'ou, Pponlp treaſun d 
and riches is ſoꝛ the Loue of God, to be poche, V 
am poſlelſe nothing. De. J cannot but great 

ip maruaile thercat,conſidering that as J bau] 
beard of others, this Pallace was firſt ſounded 5 


and built by a Lo2d; that is the moſt noble, 

rich andbountifull of all the wozld, What then} d 
ſhoulo bee the reaſon 02 his intention, that the} te 
inhabitants ol it ſhould be ſo pooꝛe and needy! di 
neither vnderſtaind J how pour ponerty can I 
bee ſo acceptable to him. Dou. J will tel 11 
you. That Lozd, which is founder and bull P 
der of this Pallace, is King and Maſter of 5 
all the woꝛld, and hath, and keepeth bis riches | * 
and treaſures all in his owne hands. And pet K 
not withſtanding, it is his wil and pleaſure, that ( 
we ſhould liue in continuall poucrtp,to theend | * 
we fire not, oꝛ ſettle our loue and affection, on f 
any other creature, but on himſelle. He could il 
it ſo pleaſed him, beſtow abundance on vs but 
to his bell beloued, he doth not; bn | 

0 
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ſhould loue him onely, and hace this world, and 
the vanities thereof. And wee cannot aſlie a 
moꝛe manileſt token of his lone towards vs, 
| then that hee ſufſereth vs to ber in neceſſity in 
this miſerable lile, 4 ſendeth vs not thoſe plea- 
' ſures, which fratle fleſh would couet. And pet 
| farther,he will have vs ſpend our liues in po⸗ 
gu uertp, leaſt teinpoꝛall and needles cares ſhould 


overcome our weake minds; but will, that wee 
ſhould ſerue him, with quiet cõtented thoughts 
and not be mwued, cither with loſſe, o2 gaine 
of wozltlp commodities, oꝛ to much reiopce 


dzlament, in pꝛoſperitp, oz aduerſitp, with o- 


ter great mirth, oꝛ exceeding ſorzow; but haue 
our hearts ſt ill vnited to him, in peace, and con- 
tentation, without anp millias e. Foz ſuch is the 
diſpoſition of the | oue ofGod, that he wil not 
inhabit, but in nul and ſcqueſtred places, 
De, what is the eſpecial ver:ur that is in pou? 
Po. To conlozme and frame my ſelſe acco2- 
ding to my ſiſterg:amongſt whom J line. And 
although J deſire to poſſeſſe nothing: pit to 
kepe out and cxpell an enemy of ours, that 
ſeketh daply to enter amongſt vs, and de ſtroy 
dur garden, and eate vp our fruit, whoſe name 
is Singularity:our Lady Mather wil haue me 
line like mp other Siſters, And pet that 3 loſe 
not the reward ol my vertue Mee hath Mar - 
tied me to a holy Vurpote, whole name ia, to 

aske 
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aske nothing. And farther, ſhe telleth me ik; | 


will attatne to perfection, that #3 muſt reſt con 


tent with that which is giuen me, be it much, o 
little; and accept as thankfully , of groſſe am 
homelp diet, as of that which ſhall be pꝛouidel 
at the tt ſtlieſt pꝛice, and to leaue part of that 
which is allowed tome, t to be confent fo2 the 
joue oſ God, ts take ſo muth only, as neceſuty 
thall deſre De. That is as if one ſhovld de⸗ 


fire to be detter then gend, dꝛ labour to do moe 
then he were bound to doe. Foz if J rightly vn: 
derſtand it, that Loꝛd which hath founded and 
ereacd this Paliace,commandeth pen to haue 


the ſpirit of ponertp, as the Pꝛophet ſaith, If 


thou abounqꝗ in riches, beware thou ſettle 

not thy love on them. Wherebp J gather, 
that the bertue of pouertp, doth not conũſt in 
hatung, oꝛ poſſelling much, ozlittle: but in the 


loue, oꝛ contempt we take in them. Po. J doe 


not deme, but that the ſpirit of poucrtp conſil⸗ 


teth in fhe minde, pet emen it is 


nuch ſafer fa2 the Loue of God. to poſſeſſe no- 
thing: conſidering our lone and affection to rich 
and beauttial thuigs, is ſo (ratle and pꝛone, that 
hardly can we haue them, without firing our 
loue on them. Leaſt therefoze ſuch woꝛldſy 
riches ſhould gane ſome part ol our leue from 


the Loue of God which is already but lmall 


lowards him, & is gon as the ſaying is) to re 
mou 
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moue the ſtraw farther from the fier. Fo? ths 
Loue of God, doth challenge of duetp all the 
toue of man whollp to himſelfe, and many 
there be that herein flatter themſelues, ſap- 


ing. J doe not immederatelp loue this oz that 
thing, neither would J to much ſoꝛrow if it 


were taken from me, But beleene mee, acke⸗ 
tion, and loue is ſo ſuhtill a thing, that hardly 
are men found not louing what they poſſeſſe, 
either can we haue a better example hereof 
then our Sauiour C K J T him 
ſelfe, who when hee cauld haue polſeſſed the 
whole riches of the world, without feore fo 
lone 02 affect them extraoꝛdinarilp: pet re- 
member how nerdily and pooꝛe, not only him⸗ 
ſelle liued, but alſo his bleſſed Mother, and 
his holy Apoſtlcs. Which tow canne 
we any other waics concciue: but that wee 


muſt neither affect, 02 poſſeſſe any wozld!p 


riches z Foz which cauſe J haue clearely foz- 
ſaken all ſuch vancceſſirp things, as 3 vſed 
to haue with me in my Chamber, retaining 
nothing elſe, but the Image of my ſwerte Sa; 
tour hanging naked on the Croſſe, there⸗ 
by to remember bis great loue to mee. J 
once vſed to keepe many bokes with mee 
but now polſeſſe onely a Bible, the life ol 


1 the Apoſtles, and the life ok mp Saut- 


our Jelus, with ſome fewe oitzer fox 
mp 
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my denoffons.: Ind reſt fully contented to me⸗ 
ditate on ſluerte Jeſus, and to buſie mp ſelle, 

with the booke of his holy life. 

CHA, . 

Of Obedience. 
fire receauing no leſſe contentment frs | 
this Uirgin, tooke leaneofher,and was 
b:ought to the Chamber of an other daughter 
of Humility, called Obedience. To her De 
lire peelded very great reuerence, in that ſhee 
ſc:med to him to be of bighdignitp,4 authoꝛity 
tot great eſtim ation with the Loue o God, 
and nio2c beloued of bim, then her other ſiſters, | 
Now Deſire foz reuerence ſake, offring to | 
kiſſe her hand, was denied ol her, in regard that 
being the daughter of Humiliry, the would not 
alow either reuerence, oꝛ honour, to be ſhewed 


— St 


$5 TH R 


n. 


* 


to her, but willing Deſire to ſit downe byher, 


hee asked of her, her oꝛders and conditions. 


Obedience. J àm married to a holy Purpoſe, | 


called, to omit nothing I oughr to doe, Gee 
is a mightp, ſtrong, and woꝛthp Knight, who 
alone is able to ſubdue and put to light, the 
molt dangerous beaſt in all the wozld, called 
Selfe- will. Ihich beafl doth deſtrop, kill, and 
ſwallow vp: all that loue and obey her: and ſhee 
doth with a kinde of flattering allurement, en⸗ 
tiſe 4 dꝛaw to her al obſtinale people, of which 
few fozſake her vntil the dꝛaw i hem into hell,t 
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vlter damnation. The greateſt part of people, 
and almoſt all foʒſake me, not withſtanding it 
is molt cer taine, that without me. no man can 
find the Loue ot God, who is a Lo2d of ſo 
great dignitp and excellency, that the whole 
woꝛld cannot be compared with him: and in re⸗ 
gar d it hath pleaſed Almighty God to beſfows 
ſo good and noble a huſband on me, J doe not 
any tbing but what hee ſhall commannd mee: 
neither doe J deſire tobe eaſed oꝛ remitted rom 
that is commanded me except {ome vrgent ne⸗ 
te ſſity conſtraine me thereunto: and in regard 
of therues and robbers, which lie ſo ſecretlp as 
mongſt vs, that hardly they can bee diſcrſed 03 
diſcourred by vs Jncuer dare to walke alone. 
De. What companion do pou vie? Ob. Firit 
J take with me my dog loz a companion, cal⸗ 
led as pours is Good-will- Next J iopne to 
me mp Siſter Simplicity, and my daughters 
Deuotion, Chearefulnes, Diligence, Perſe- 
uerance aud Purity, but chieip our Lady mo⸗ 
ther Humility, both al waies aſſociate her ſelle 
wit) me: al thele of neceſſitp muſt J haue with 
me, if J will ſecurely walke to do that, which A 
am commande d. De. Tell me J beſech you, 
how doth your mother Humility ioyne her 
ſelſe with pou,fe2 that as pet doe not vn der 
ſtand? O bed. In any thing that J vnder- 
take and doe, be it neuer ſo great, J doe not 

F Gatter 
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flatter my ſelle that J haue done it wel neither 
haue J any confidence in that J doe, oz bp do- 
ing any thing well. gro w into pꝛide of minde 
either perſwade I my ſclfe,that others could 
not doe it be ſides my ſclfe, oꝛ that they cou 
not do it ſo well as my ſelfe, neither thinke 3 
my ſelſe good, if J doe any thing that is god, 
o2 would bee pꝛapſed foꝛ doing it; -02 thought 
by others apt and fikte to doe it; but with al 
humility J giue the thanks to God, in thatit \ 
hath pleaſed him, to beſtow vnoerſtanding, 
wiledome and ability on me, fo2 the lone of 
him to doe ſo good a thing. And J ſay to my 
ſelle, in regard it hath pleaſed Oed to beſtow | 
his grace on me, to execute ſuch a wozke, fo; | 
khis thing cſpectally J holo my ſelle bound to 
him. And therefoze deſire J nothing elſe of o⸗ 


9 


thers, but that they will honoꝛ and pꝛaiſe God. 


And that vntill the laſt dap of my life; nothing 
but labour ano pain be allotted to mee, all ho- 
nour and pzapſe bo to Almighty God, and be- | 
nefite and all god vnto my netghbonr: No? 
thing in this woꝛld as J ſay, I with to my ſelf: 
being aſſured, J de ſerue nothing that is good 
of my ſelfe, neither deſire J any thing elſe, but 
that it would pleaſe cur Koꝛd fo brffow his 
lone on me, that thereby J map daply encreaſe 
in vertue and good life. and neuer offend him, 
but that in the laſt houre ol my death, it — 
i ple aſe 
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pleaſe him( as J hope) to ſhew himſelle louing 
and mercitull to me. 


CuA Pp. 
Of Chaltity. 
* max taking great comfoꝛt in this confes 
rence with Obedience, leaning her, was 
bought to the chamber of the laſt daughter of 
Humility, whoſe name was Challity, of 
whom as befoze Detirc demanded her conditt- 
ons, Cha. J am as thou knoweſt the daugh⸗ 


ter ol Humility of heart, 8 haue attending on 


me two Uirgins oꝛ handmalds, the one called 
Abſtinence, the other Baſſuulnes. Mp ſpouſe 
oꝛ huſband is called Watch of heart, who is 
altvayes attented with a bop, called Watch of 


. lenſes. De. J beſech you bꝛing mee to the 


ſight cf this Wop, Chat. J will dee that 


wuillingl y. De ſire now much marualled at the 


furniture of this Boy, loꝛ in his hand her helde 
a I2idic and a ſtone, a kerchicfe oꝛ a vaile. 
and a Chaine with a Locke, lo whome hee 
thus ſpake; J deſire ther my Some to declare 
to me the true ſignification of this furniture 
bf thine. Boy. This BBꝛidle is to reſtreine 
a naughty beaſt of my Maſters, which al- 
though ſher be little, pet when thee bꝛeaket 
looſe, thee ouerthꝛoweth all men, neither can 
| #--2 any 
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any man rule her but our Pozter the Feare of 
God. De, Whatis the name ofthis naugh- 


ty beaſt? Boy, The tongue. De, What doſt} 


thou with thts ſtone? B y. J ſtoppe holes 


with it, which are in this Houſe, called the 
Fares, leſt thœues enter thereat, as often they 
doe, when it chanceth that they bee not ſtop/| 


ped; and ſometimes alſo, J put it in my mouth, 


that thereby J map en oyne mp lelfe to ſilente. 


De. By that meanes others will ſap thou art 


dumbe. Boy. Jam not dumbe, but ioz2 th 


Loue of God, J make my ſeclfe dumbe 
De. What ſeruice canſt thou ſhew to bin 
therebp? Boy, Puch. conſidering that by th 
doze thoſe t wo tewels are loſt, which Simplic| 
ty ſpake of, J meane Innocency & Purity ff 
hart, and ſs long as J continue dumbe, 3 p26| 
nide that the Wine which our Uirgins vir, 
runne not out oz be ſhedde. De. Thal 


couldeſt thou not looke to that, if thou ſhoul 
deſt ſpeakc? Boy. No, oz the Sppygot) 


cannot be pulled out, but the Mine will ba 
ſhedde. De. Might net a veſſell be let vnde 
to ſaue the wine that runneth out. Boy.Mhere| 


might, but great wiſedome, vnderſtan ding, 
and foꝛtitude is to bæ vſed. And J am pet 


but little and young neither can ceflp pttiom 


that office, and ſo ſocne, ail the Mine might 
runne out of the vellell, and nothing but winde 


1 


remam 
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remaine in it. De. Mhat ſignifleth this 
kerchiefe oꝛ vaile? Boy. Jt is called Puri. 
ty, and it ſerueth to couer the left epe, which 
tauſeth ſenſuality. De. Do pouconer the right 
| epealſo? Boy No, loꝛ that is the eve of Sim- 
| plicity, which not onely doth not hurt, but alſo 
bꝛingeih forth all good andfruſtful things: but 
the left, s the eye of Senſuality, which is of a 
moze ſharpe ſight then the right, and annopeth 
vs with many diſcõmodities:⁊ finally bzingeth 
death it ſelfe, wherefoꝛe it is of necellitp, that it 
be ctouered with this valle, (hat therby we may 


im} p:rceme al things with purity. De. Deliuer it 


* -mozeplainelp, ho w we mapſer al things moꝛe 


c. purelp and clearely. Boy. All things are ſcene 


with a pure heart, when they are beheld with 
dne ol theſe thꝛer eyes. Either with the eye of 
, taking goodedffication foz our ſelues, oz with 
the epe of honoꝛing 4 glo2yfying God, oz with 
the eye ol excuſing and pittying our neighbour. 
De. Chis pet is obſcure, declare pour meaning 


i moze plainelp, Boy. J know thou doſt vnder⸗ 


ſtand me ſufficiently. De. Although my ſelfe 
bnderſtand it, vet peraduenture others would 
expect to be inſtructed moꝛe plainly. Boy. Jale 
low this will and deſfre to p2ofite others, to be 
both vertuous t wozthp pꝛapſe, conſidering it 
is a ligne ol no ſmall vertue and charity, both 
foleke our own god and benelit, and allo that 


F 3 which 
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which map be the good of almen:and thou hal 
heard many things ſpoken in parables among 
vs, the expoſition whereok, is both pzofound | 
fruittull, therefoꝛe when thou ſhalt returne hi. 
ther againe, thou maleſt make a certaine com- 
mentary of ſuch things as thou hatt heard and 
ſcene : whereby thoumateſt dzaw them out! 
moze at large, and( as S. Greg. did vpon holy 
Job) explaine them moꝛe coptouflp, De. Po 
ſap well, t doubt not, but (God alſiſting me) | 
will perfozme as muth:foʒ not withſtanding to 
the learned, theſe ſimilitudes map ſerne with⸗ 
out farther explanation:pet to the ſimple lost, 
it will be neceſſarp to haue a moze plaine ex- 
poſition: and it will be a very great encourage 
ment to me to vndertake it: if J be aduilcd fo | 
it by pour counſell:but now pꝛocede to teil the 
meaning of pour furniture. (hp doc pon car⸗ 
rythis chaine with a locke⸗ Boy, Ft is called 
Temperance of the mouth, wherewith wee 
locke the gates of this honſe, leaſt the U:rgins 
that dwell here might wander abꝛoad, foꝛ if we 
had not this chain x this locke, there would be 
no religion among vs, but all things would be 
vaine:and this know fo2 certaine, ſo long as 1 
ker pe my left epe couered, although my eyes be 
open, pet I ſec nothing. De. Bow can that box 
that your eyes being ope, yet you (hola not le: 
Boy. Becauſe my eyes are fixed in mp head, e 
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althongb ſometime J lake down fo the earth, 
pet tbe reflection of my eyes returneth to my 
head- Cruar KHALIL. 

The concluſion of the ſirit part. 

Eſire hauing diſcourſedafter this manner 

with Chaſtity, departed from her with 
great content:nent, & being guided out of this 
Pallace by the fozenamed Steward, who told 
him he had noi ſen? all the Uirgins of this 
Pallace, hee allied if there were no other thing 
ta beſeen2, Stew. Ii thou wilt weil obſerue 
what thou bait here heard and ſeene, and ſhalt 
with thy belt ende auour ſeeke to put them in 
execution, thou art ſufficiently ſurmſhed ta find 
out the Louc of God. But pct betoze thaudes 
part hence, I wil ſhew tice a tre that graweth 
in our garde, Deſire beholding this godly tree, 
beganne much ta admire it, and the rather, be⸗ 
cauſe it carried two loꝛts of fruit, and laid to the 
Steward: De. What kind of fruite is this: 
Stew, The kruit that graweth on the lower 
boughes, which arc pale, of diuers colours, is 
called Diſtruſt of our (elues : but that which 


growth on the top of the tree, t is of a pleaſant 


red colour, is called Trult in God, with which 
fruit al that come hither are to be fed;foz except 


theyſhallfeede vpon this fcuit their labour is 


in vain”, and to no ende come thep hither, 


De, Willit pleaſe yay to heſto m part theceol 
7 4 an 


8 The Soules Deſire; 


on me, that A may eate thercofinmp tourney, 


J am to take. Stew. J will: eate ol the fruit 
ol the lower boughes which is Diſtruſt of thy 


ſelte, as much as ſhall be neceſſary, and fill 


all thy pockets with the fruit ol the higher 
boughes, that thou maieſt cate thereot in thy 
iourney, and this will ſerue thee, vntill thou 


come to the houſe of the Loue of God. Now! 


Deſire ſufficiently ſatiſfied with the fruit of the 
low boughes, filled his pockets and boſom with 
the frait of the yigher boughes and ſaid. De. 


beſech you Siſter, now ſhew to mee the ſpe- | 


dieſt and moſt ready way to the houſe of the 
Loue of God. Stew. J reioyce to ſœ thee ſo 


ſurniſhed, and deſirous to vndertake the cours | 


nep to finde the Loue of God. Pet notwith- 


Kanding, J feare if th u trauaile alone, thou | 
wilt hardly find out the readieſt way, therefoze | 


will J giue the truſty companions of our ſoci 
ety, whoſhali go, and guide thee the right way 
thou art to take. De Is not Good- will mp 
dogge ſufficient foꝛ that? Stew. No truely, fo; 
although be be very god, yet is not he ſufficient 
koꝛ (ach a tournep, where in are encountred 
not onely many dangerous wilde beaſts, bol 

low pits, rough wapes, buſhes and bꝛiers: 
but theues,{poplers and robbers, and ſuch as 
ſeke to kill anddeftroy al! paſſengers, where- 
fozeit is wiſedome not to truſt, to thy _ 
alone. 
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alone. D. Foz tbeſe alleadgedreaſons,J pzay 


you, appoint mee ſuch companions as pou 
thinke neceNary. Stew. Then take in thy 
company our Pater, the F. are of our Lord, 
who is a Worth and excellent man, whoſe 
company tif thou wilt not foꝛgoe, take likewiſe 
with the his daug ter Baſhtulnes, whome to 
be ure to k pe, take an hearbe with thee cal 
led Humble caſting downe of thy eyes: and 
yet farther take with ther an other companion 
called Simplicity. And now Deſice goe on thy 
wap being garded with Gods bieſſing. But 
pet marke well this one leſſon, although thou 
chance to looſe the F carc of God, oz Simplici- 
ty; yet be ſare to keepe warilp thy dogge about 
thee, foꝛ hee will ſerue to finde them againe. 
and ſee that thou giue him ofthe fruit in thy 
pocket, to eate of. And when thou art gone 
hence, keepe the way which leadety on the left 
hand, where thou ſhalt finde a path, which is a 
nearer wap then others, which will bꝛing thee 
direaly ta the houſe of Charity, wherein dwel- 
leth the Loue of God, De. What is the 
name af that path, that if I happe to mile my 
Wap. I mapaſieit ofothers. Sccw. It is cal- 
led Patience, which is the ready and 
neareſt lu p to the hou of Humi- 
litie and Charitic, 


THE 


The Soules Deſire, 
THE SECOND PART. 
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Ot P atience, 

SE fire being now wel refreſhed! 
with the abou? named fruites 
andaccompaned with Good: 
will his dogge, andthe Feate 
of God the oꝛter on the on: 


N 


ſide, and wich Simplicity of 
the other ſide, and bauung alſo his pockets filled 
with the fruit of Conlidence in God, departed} 
chearcfully out of the haule of Humility, x wil! 
lingly vndertooke the way of Vatience: which | 
although he were told to be ſhozt and pleaſant; | 


vet found hee it rough, hardandvapicaſant:by 


reaſon of many bꝛambles ard buſhes, which | 
made him complaine, and ſay to Simplicity. 


De. O good God hob hard and difficult a way 
is this, contrarp to that J thought it to bee. 
Sunp. Let nat that ſeeme range to thee De 
lice, foz thereloꝛe is it called the wap ol Pat 
ence, which if it were not ſharpe and full ol 
difficulties, it ſhouldnot be called and known? 


bp that name neither ſhould the houſe to which | 


it leadeth be held in ſo great eſteeme, if the way 
were plaine and eaſie anv paſſable foz all peo- 
ple: but as it is, none palle it bur thoſe that be 
thaqug}/ 
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thzoughly exerciſed. And ha thou not heard 
the olde Pꝛouerbe, That no good thing can ve 
obtained without labour and pain: oꝛ pleaſant, 
but firſt by taſting the ſo wer: wherefoꝛe has 
uing now vndertaken and entred the wap, 


thou muſt of neceſſity endare the hardnes, 


- comfozted with this, that ic will not long con- 


| 


tinue. Foꝛ whoſoeuer wlll ſeeke fo take the 


' fiſh, mult bre contented to wet his foote,; And 


couldeſt thou imagine, that a thing ſo p2ecious 
as the Loue of God, could bee ahtained with- 
out labour and paine? Nemember the laping 


bol Seneca the Philoſopher - A thing of worth 
cannot bee bought for a trifle : 


For with 
great labours wee atchieue great matters: 


And thou art decelued, Deſire, if thou thinke 


to get ſo rich a treaſure with no labour nei 


| tber wouldeſt thou make any great account of 
the Loue ot God, tf thou couldeſt finde hun 


without any trauatic, Go? too therefoꝛe cou⸗ 
ragtouſlp, and leare not labour, contiverinyg 
that after it, thou ſhalt reft and be coinfozted 
with the Loue oi God, an? thou wilt eſteeme 
the greatlier of him and louc him better;fo2 the 
maze pain: thou endureſt in finding him 
oat, the greater will bee thy top and con⸗ 
tentment alter. And if thou foꝛtune to bee 
wearte in the wap, eate of the fruite which 
thouhat,cailed Confidence of God, amd thou 

Walt 
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ſhalt finde thy ſelfe to bee ſtrengthned againe: 
but if thou wilt not feele the weariſomneffe } 
thy tourney, do as trauailers do that paſſe our; 
the paine with ſinging as they go. Deſire ſome 
what comfo2ted with this direaton of . 
City ſald. De. How can we ſing being accom 
panied with this reuerend and graue old father, 
Sim. It is his cuſtome to ſhew himſelfe graut 
in geſture and apparrel!, but otherwiſe heel 
ſociable ; pleaſant in conuerſation, fo2 he is the 
bꝛother of the Loue of Cod, ę ſingeth ſwetly, 
eſpectallp when hee hearcth vs ſing, not lo; 
wantonnelſle and leuitp, but to cheare vp out 
ſpirits, and comloꝛt our ſefues being wearit| 
in our iournep. De. How ſhall J ſing thal 
haue no vopce. Simp. Thou canſt not lacks 
voyce, that art a voyte thy ſelfe. De ſire mar- 
uaited to heare her ſap he was a von ce, and an. 
ſwered. De How can vou ſay that J am 1 
Gopce? Simp. Thou, as all other Creatures 
waſt created by Gods wo2d,andit is plain that 
a voyce doth follow a woꝛd, conſidering there. 
foze that lo ſone as God had ſpoke the wo2d, 
pꝛeſently all creatures were made:it followeth 
that all creatures are vopces. De. Explaine 
this pet moze plainly. Sim. Speech and the 
woꝛd are but one thing: foꝛ ſpeech is not that 
which is deliuered with the mouth, but that 
which being conceiued in the mind is _ 
n 
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med within. But that which is erpꝛeſſed with 
the mouth, is a voice, declaring the ſpeech oz 


woꝛd conceiued in the heart. As foz example, ił 
I tonteiue ſuch a thought in my minde , that 
thou art a man, this is a woꝛd oꝛ ſpeech, and al⸗ 
though J vtter it not. et J hold it within mer. 
But if I thall expꝛeſſe it with my mouth e ſay 
thou art a man, this is a vopte, explain ing the 
ſecret conccite of my minde, De. If J bee a 
2 Sim. Thou art 
the voice of God, by whom thou waſt created 
to his pꝛaiſe, honour à glozy. De. UWhat 
thing then doe J ſpeake of my ſelfe, il J bee a 
vopce. Sim · Thou ſayeſt God is god, by the 
godneſſe of that eſſence, which thou haſt of 
God, euen ſo by thy owne beauty, thou giueſt᷑ 
a witneſſe that he is beautifull, though whoſe 
beautpthouhait attepicd to ſuch ge dnes and 
beauty: to curclude, whatſoeuer God hath cre⸗ 
ated in ther, it is but a certaine voyceerPap- 
ning the vertue and goodnefſe ol him. De. Wow 
can pon ſap that, whalſocuer is in 3..e created 
by God is a voice:andnot abſolute!s whatſoe- 
ner is in ne is a boite. Sim. Thus, thy ſing 
and wickednes which God bath not made, are 
not his voices, but thy owne, which ſpeake 
and declare that thou are filthy, naught, impure 
and wicked. Foꝛ as by the creatures of God 
we are led and brought to tte knowlcrge of 
him 
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him:ſo by thoſe things which we do our ſelues | 
we map attaine to the knowledge of our ſelues. 
CHaP, II. | 
How God may be known by his creatures, | 
D. lire noted this diſcourſe of Simplicity, 
not without great admiration, who al. 
tbough ſhe ſcemed in ſhew but ſample: pet foud 
he her moſt wiſe in theſe high and ſecret miſte⸗ 
ries. c ſaid to ber De, To what end would ynu 
haue vs to ſing: Sim. To the end we may foꝛget 
the difficultics, and ſoꝛrowes of this miſerable 
bantſhment we liue in, and loſe not our hopeto 
come to the houſe of Gods Charity. CAherun- 
to to altaine, we (hall find no ſmal helpe in me⸗ 
ditaling vpon Gods creatures, which purpole⸗ | 
ly I haue placed in this iournep of Patience 
that thou maicff the ſwner come to the Loe 
at God, if thou ſhalt be cõuerlant in this boke 
of his creatures. Fo2 by Patience we toncciue 
a greater hope of the diume ſcripture, which is 
the whole World, which is no other thing then 
the boke of God, De. Conſidering then that 
we muſt ſing⸗ let bs do that fo2 which cauſe we 
ale made velces, that is, let vs pꝛaiſle God. 
51. Jam well content ed, ſoꝛ lo many voices wil 
loyne with vs in ſinging. Hometime deſcant 


ſometime the Tenor, lometime the Treble ell 


meet vs, in the heginning the baſte, in the mid⸗ 
doſt the tenoꝛ x deſcant, in the end the treble and 


all _ of doeceg, ac coꝛding to the multitude 
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vu variety of creatures; farther it is neceſſarv 


(if we will do accoꝛding to the pzeſcript of mu⸗ 
ſicke) that wee endeuour to bee (kilfull in our 
ſong, ſoꝛ conſidering we haue bopces, we mulk 
learne 4 vndei ſtand the knowledge of finging 
Pe. Mho (hail teach vs that? Sim. Our owne 
vbeices. Fo2 ſome creatures ſhall declare his 
power and highnes, others his godnes, others 
his wiſe dome, others his gent lencs, other his 
beauty, others his lmeetnes, others his great- 
nes others his lull ice, others his liberalitp:⁊ 
to this end God hath beſtowed on vs a kind of 
knowlet ge of himfelfe accoꝛding to cuery mas 
capacitp, ⁊ calure, that therebr ſhee may ſing a 
deliuer his pꝛaiſe. Io Which cauſe J cntreate 
thee, endeuour in this thy iourney to become as 
expert in ſinging as thoucanF,z the rather br⸗ 
tauſe in the houle ofthe loue ot God, to Which 
thou doff trauaile here is nothing but ſngnig 
Whither when thouſthalt come. J weald haue 
ther ſuff{cicn2ly inſtruned in this art. Foꝛ who⸗ 
ſoeuer ſhall haue a god vopce in this iourney, 
ſhall often exerciſe it, ſt is thereby ſo amended. 
that it cãnot change. And as cuer y mã thꝛough 
dailp exerciſe ſhalt learne to ſing in this life, ſo 
thall hee bee there moze ertellent then others. 


De. Teach me J pꝛay vou how J map ſing by 


Gods creatures; ſoꝛ of my ſelfe I ſhall not caſi- 
ly lo arne it. S im. J will willing! p doc it. Pow 
man time de ſirc hauing trauailed far thiough 
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the deſert : learned and p2oned many {berfyes 
and excellencies of our Lozdand Saufour Je- 
ſus Chiff, andthe better, vy the ayde, alli 
ſtance, and direction of his guide Sinzplicny, | 
Pet was he to paſſe many great, dangerous, 8 
hard labsurs: ok t did he ſtumble, but Sum plici⸗ 
ty ſuppoꝛted lim that he could not fall. Net 
withſtanding ſomtimes hee fell, but p2eſcntly 
Simplicny gaue him her hand. Domtimes he 
fell ſa dangeraulip, that except hee had been | 
i:fted vp againe by the helpe of the Feare «| 
Cod he neuer w uld, oꝛ could haue roſe again | 
Sometimes when he ſhould goe ſozward, he 
retyred backe, and when hee ſhould haue recel. 
ued bencfit by C ods creaturs, he became mut 
woꝛſe. Fo: he was not ſufficient cart lull to ii 
out the ſecret vertues of voyces, neither did he 
greatly regard his ſong, but ſuffercdhimſelk 
ta growe hoarſe, vntill beung pꝛicke d and pu 
fo: wiro with the Feare of God, he labeuted 
goe koꝛ ward. Olt times did thoznes and by 
es run into his feet but Simplicity heide hin 
vp, and the Feare of God plucked them ont a 
gainc. Sometimes was he much oppꝛeſſc d wit 


game. Dit time being weary, hee ſate dolun 
to reſt bun, but Good will bis dogge neuer left 
barking, vntil he arofc agatne, Sonictime was 
he io weary,that though inconſtancie of m 
. of 
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he determined to goe backe, but pꝛeſently ea⸗ 
ting of the fruite in his pocket, hee reconcred 
ſtrength and kept on his wap. Sometimes as 
he traualied in the 8:rizencs of the night, he loſt 
both the Fearc of God andS1imphcity,fo that 
he wandꝛed out of the right wap of his 102nep, 


but ſo ſone as the ſore beganne to ſhine, bp 


the helpe ol his dogge he leund his wap again: 
now alter they had trauailed thue many dates, 
they came to a pleaſant 4 deltghtfuit meadow, 
in the middeſt whereof was ſcated a peincelp 
Pallace, called the houſe of Charity, the Poz- 


ter whereof was the Loue of God, 


THE THIKI RARE 
Cu 


Otthe Probation and exerciſe of the 


Loue of God, 


en Deſirc had beheld this god⸗ 
A ip Wallace, he reiopced much, that 
AN vis long weariſome, and patneful 
iournev, Was come at laſt fo ſg 
ioyfull an end. Wiherefoze come 

ming to the gates, and findeng them loc- 
ked, hee beganne to call and knacke thereat: 
But not withſtanding his calling and knoc- 
king, no man appeared that would giue him 
G an 


mers hanged at them, that ſuch as ſhal knock 


gate muſt be opened to them, ſo ſone as they 
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an anſwere. Thenſpake Simplicity, andt ob 
him it were requiſite that he cried lowder, to;| 
by that meanes he ſhould be he ard, although 
they within were a flepe, oz elſe de ale, and bn 


bim take the two hammers th at bung at the| 


gate, and pꝛeſently ſome would ceme ands 
pen it loꝛ him. Theſe two ha mmers wet 

called, th: one to Sigh, the o ther to Crie, 
Wherefoze thee bid him knocke a ndcrie alo bon 
foz theſe dozes ſhould not be here if they wer 
not tobe opened, and therefoze are theſe ham, 


map bee admitted in. Thus continacd Deſire] 
ſcil crping and knocking long, bel oꝛe the Love 
of God would open the gate, neither did De- 
{ire às pet know him; to wyome the Louc ot 
God at length ſpake as followeths what ſeke 


pou here bꝛother, oꝛ what lac ke youto'knocke | 


; 


and call thus? peraduenture you are weari 
with pour long expectation; but it is cur cu⸗ 
ſtome and manner to feigne our ſclucs teaſe, 
thereby to trie their patience that come hither. 
And it chanceth often, that when wee (& any 
ware weary and perſwade themſelues that the 


come: we ſuifer them to depart euen as they 
came, foꝛ none are admited to enter hithcr that 
ſhall thinke themſelues woꝛthily to deſerue the 
place, @ that we ought to receiue them or right 


ͤ2—2² ———— 
* 


and 


on ©. 82 


"> oa, bay lon je on, 


and Hope of Heauen. 97 


and due ty. Therekoꝛe tell me, art thou one of 


thoſe? De. No ſir, J amnet. Foz notwithſtan- 
ding J haue palſed ouercome many labours, 
yet am J ſure, that 4 haue no wap deſerued to 


be admitted in here, but altogether vnwoꝛthy 


except it ſhal pleaſe pon to recciue me vpõ pour 
owne goodnes ⁊ mercg. Love &c. What is 
the cauſe thou deſireſt to beadmitted?0) what 
ſekeſt thou to finde here within this houſe . 
De. J am come fir hither from the houſe of 
Humility, accompanied with theſe graue a ho- 
neſt companione, æ haue paſſed my ioꝛnep by 
the path of Patience, only to ſeke the Loue of 
God, who as it is told me dwelleth here with · 
in. Loue. Doſt thou bꝛing me no token wherbp 
Imap know that thoucõmeſt from the hoſe 
of Humility: De. J bing two tokens the one 


whereol was gluen me in the houſe of Humili- 


ty, c it is called Knowledge cf my ſelfe, the o⸗ 
ther haue J got my ſelle in my ioꝛnep, x that is 
called Knowledge of God. Loue &c. J am 
verp well pleaſed to ſer the ſ\op:outded, but pet 
tell me this one thing dsſf thou perlwade thy 
ſelle, that by reaſon of theſe wo knowledges 
we ought of duet to recelue, and admit thee. 
De. Be it far from me to haue ſuch a thought, 
J deũre to be receiued only thꝛough your grace 
and mercp: fo2 J am not {ure whither both 
theſe knowiedgeswyrr with J am inftruced be 

1 G 2 tru- 
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truely wꝛitten oꝛ no, This J know fo? certain, 
that J con inued ſometime in the houſe of Hu, 
mility, and there J learned 4 knew the houſe, | 
the virgins, and their conditions, they them-! 
ſelues telling me: but whether J haue well dl. 
geſted the fruit J eate there, oꝛ whether they 
agree wel! with my ſtomack, although they be 
ſwerte in taſte, J confeſſe J know not, neither 
am J ſure, whether J reaped any benefit by 
mp iournep: foꝛ often did fall the buſhes am 
bzambles oft pꝛicked me, and in a manner J 
wasdzawn hither by foꝛce of my co mpantens; 
therefoze fir, there is none of theſe things, that 
A bꝛing with me, that J cen tell vou anp cer 
taine!p of, but mine owne malice, vitencſle, 
lloath and imperfections. And amonalt other 
things which cauſe me to come hitter to ſeeke 
the Leue of God, one eſpeciall cauſe is, that] 
vnderſland he io a ſin ular god Chirurg ton, ol 
hom deſire to be purged, + to bee let blond; 
and farther, men ſap, that with his enely ioke 
he pteren(ly diſconereth the imperfections and 
faults in the heart, whoſoeuer he toucheth he 
doth pꝛeſently ture. Loue &c. UWhp doeſt 
thon deſire to be made lo pure 4 ſound? De. Be- 
cauſe(as I haue learned of others it is aliowed 
to none toner in hither that ſhal be vnclean, 
but ta ſuch as ſhall bee onelv pure, ſound and 
vndcfird d. Loue &c. C onſider ing then that 
thou 


nn. 


thou putteſt thy whole kruſt and confidence in 
vs, ſtay here a while, foz thou canſt not enter 
in, oꝛ ſpeake with the Loue of God, except firſt 
thou talke with a Boy of his: tarrp here there⸗ 
foze,and J will call the Bop, who will direct 
the what thou art to do, andhoiv thou mapelt 
come to the ſpeech of his Dabllcr. 

| Cual. 

Ol che loue ofour Neighbour, 

HS Defire ſtaped, expecting greatly the 

comming ol the Bop, that Chou!d bzing 
him in to the ſpeech ok his maſter, who pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly came foꝛth, his name was called the Loue 
ofour Neigiibor, whom when Delire beh:Þ, 
be could not thꝛough top refrain from weeping 
foz the excedivig great laue hee carried to his 
Paſlter. Loue &c, What is the cauſe that 
thou weepeſt thus, conſidering in this houſe all 
are chearetull and merry. and none is heard to 
weep oꝛ lament? De. Joy not ſo:row maketh 
me to weepe. Loue &c. Who doe pon ſeeke 
loꝛ here? De. The Loue of God. Loue &c. 
am his Boy, therkoꝛe if thou ſeekeſt my maſter 
thou muſt firſt talke x be acquatnted with me, 
fo: my Þ.maketh ſo great account of me that 
he will not ſpeake with thoſe that loue not me. 
De. J moſt willingly would learne and know 
thy conditions, and fo; the loue ol thy M. bee 
acquainted with thee. Loue &c. It thou 
S wouldch 
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wouldeſt be admitted amongſt the number ol 
my kriends: thou muſt euerp moꝛning giue mee | 
in ſtead of mp bzeakfaſt, a certain ſawce called 
Humble thought, and an other at none, called 
Humble {| pecch, anda third at cuening called} 
Humble wo: ke De. UWhere (hall J find out 
oꝛ get theſe ſawces? Lou. Humility & her hul. 
band Holy Purpolc maketh the firſt, which is 
Humb'ethought, wherby lhe thinketh ande 


? any other, and accounteth ot her ſelle no bettet 
then a labour ing beaſt. This Holy Purpoſe 
pꝛepareth a certaine Cleauarp foz Humility, | 
called Contempt of our ſelt, and to make this 
ſawce which we now ſpeake of an other hearl 
is to be added, called Good opinion of our 
neighbor, of which compounds huble thioght 
E made: ⁊ in all this pꝛouince is not a (kilfaller 
man to make this ſawce, then the fozcnamed 
huſband of Hlunnhty, whome ſo ſone as thou 
ſhalt get thy friend, he will inſtruct thee howto 
make this ſauce:the other called huble ſpeech 

is made 4 compounded of the other yearbes, 
which are, Humility, Gentlenes, x Afﬀability 
which muſt be ſtrowed with a fine powder cal: 

IHE led Slo nes and Sparing: thethird which 1s 
1 humble w OK, is compounded of many herbs; 

WT the chiele wherof, are Chearctulnes, Loue t 

Diligence: when thou ſhalt bzing mee hee 


ſteemeth her ſell moꝛe vile, baſe a infertour then | 


J eee > tis”: aaa”: ic. I ant 
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f:;miliarity be firme, ⁊ ſoone aſter will J bꝛing 
thee to the pech of my M. De ſire mucb deligh⸗ 
ted with this direction of this boy, ſaide to him . 
De. Conſidering pou haue acquainted me with 
pour condition x deſire, J wil labour to make 
thole ſawces,+ giue them to pou: thus Deſire 
continued long in coference with this boy,trea- 
ting t diſcourſing manp matters with him, & 
began to be familiar with him, t delluering to 
him the loꝛen med ſauce, at laſt he deſired him 
to open the gate, that thereby he might haue 
acceſſe to his M. Loue. Thy requeſt is reaſo · 
nable, conſidering thou doeſt what lieth in thy 
power, ſtap but a little, I will goe call my M. 
and ſer if he will come foꝛth to ſpeake with ther. 
| Cusn, 
Of the Loue of God & our neighbor and of 
an other degree of loue, and of the office 
and exerciſe thereol. 
Ow Deſire began to thinke thus with 
himſelf, whither the LO ue ot God would 
come foꝛth to talk with him oꝛ no, conſideruig 
be was ſo vile, miſerable, x w2etchey, 4 altoge- 
ther vnwozthy, with whome ſo great a Lo2v 
ſhould vouchſafe to talk, t whilſt he was thus 
debating with himſelf, he perteiued one coming 
towards him, who aſked him what he wold oz 
with whom he wold ſpeake. De. Sir, I ſceketo 
ſpeak with p loue of God. Lo. A am he, which 
| G 4 lo los. ie 
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ſoone as Deſire heard, he lell to the ground, ha. 
uing loſt his ſtrength: then the Louc of God | 
taking him by the hand, rayſed him {rom the | 
ground. which made Deſire to weepeſo abun, 
dantiy foꝛ iop, that hardly could hee pꝛonounte 
any woꝛd: whereat the Louc o God being 
lender of heart, thꝛough the compaſſion he had 
ol him beg znne to weepe alſo, noting the great 
loue and god will which Deſire had towardes 
him, and aid. Loue &c. Ceaſe off to weepr, \, 
fo2 J cannot without gricfe behold the tcares 
ol him that loucth ine, but tell mee, who tolde 
thee, that J was abiding in this houle, De. A 
certaine ſhepheard, that à mictte onthe wap, 
who direited me to this place, where J (ould 
finde you. Louc & c. That did hee tell thee 
concerming mee, and what is the caule whp 
thou loueſt me ſo greatly, and hait ſo great a 
deſire to finde me out? Is it becauſe thou haſt | 


heard of others, that J beſtow manp great 


gifts on mp fricnds,x vle to reward with great 


benefits ſuch as ſerue and obep me? 1- ce. No, 
but foꝛ this cauſe doe J loue pou, becauſe you 
are a good, a noble and a famous Lo2d, And 
becauſe pou bꝛing your friendes and ſeruants 
to the place where. they may ſce and beholde 
God, then the which there is no greater haps 
p:nefle and lelicity in the woꝛld. The Loue ot 
Cod hearing what De ſire had ſaid, was much 
pleaſed 
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.| pleaſed to heare his holp purpoſe 4 enfent, and 


began to loue him now moꝛe then befoze: to 
hom De lire ſaib, I cannot ſufficiently mar- 
u ule my Loꝛd that pou being lo mighty & po- 
tent a Loꝛd, and the lonne ol ſo great a King, 
admit ſuch as foilow a ſke alter por, to find 
pou with ſo great laboz x difficulty. Loue. Do 
not ſo: Foz this is a miſterp not known to 
all men : foꝛ many there bee that thinke they 
haue not found, 02 knobo not mee, when not 
withſtanding, Jam neare vnto them, and they 
themſelues abound with me: and againe there 
be others that perſwade themſelues, that they 
haue found and obtained mee, when not toith 
ſtanding they be frre from me, and haue not 
the leaſt knowledge and v derſtanding of mec. 
De. J beſœch pou acquatut mec with pour 
conditions and office,that Imap vnderſtang 
vhither J be neare oz farre ockirom pou, foꝛ J 
holde and eſteeme ol vou, as of mp Loꝛd and 
friend. Loue &c. My office and ducty is 
to loue od, foꝛ J um called the Sonne of the 
Bnowledge of God. De. {ow doe poulone 
God: Louec &c, I bauea vehemeut deſire fo 
loue him with all my heart, with all my 
ſtrength, and with all mp power, and with al⸗ 
laping any thing, whereby J may ſerue him in 
ſuch manner as map pleaſe him, in rekerr ing al 
things lo his honour, pzaple, and glozyp, and 
tis 
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the health andbenefite of my owne ſoule. An)! fer 


likewiſe doe J wich that the whole wozl| 


map know and vader{and him foz his extee 
ding great goodnes,and that al creatures ma⸗ 
honcur him, and peeld him dayly thanks: ant 
J enfozce my ſelſe with my earneſt defire, that 
neither in great oz ſmall things, much oz lit 
tle J offend oꝛ diſpleaſe him, oz that J doe an 


thing contrary to his pleaſure: and if thzough 


mine owne krailety and imbecility, J chanc | 


to offend him, 4 pzeſentlycrane and aſke fo; 
giuencs ot him, and by that meanes our lou 
is repa»2ed againe. And although my Lo! 
and Maſter be ſo god, lo noble, and fo graci. 
ous to me, vet am J not content with this 
fir it ſteppe and degree, but pet pꝛoceede fat 
tber, and accoꝛding to my power and abilitee, 
ondenour to execute, not onely what he com: 
maundcth, but whatlocuer the meaneſt in this 
Pallace ſha!l commaund mee in his name. 
And this eccuſtome I my lelle to doe, with 
all reuerence, deuotion, loue, iop, humility 
and ready will, and that euer, in all plates, 
and in euerp good ad ion. And hereby doe J 
know how greatly J loue bim, whe J do that 
thing which hee ct ommaundeth mee. Fo; 


thus J perſwade my ſelſe, that nothing in the 


wozld is ſo gratefull to hun (bee it to talke 
with him, doe him reuerence, oz to thew al 
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ſeruice to him) as to doe that thing which ep- 
ther himſelfe oz ſome other ſhall command mee 
in his name. Foꝛ my Loꝛꝭ and Yaſterfaity, 
thus to me. How thinkeſt thou toat thy ſer- 
nices can bee acceptable to mee, oꝛ that thou 
canſt bee loued of mee, if: hou doeſt not that 
which J hal! commaund thee to do: Oꝛ how 
tanſt thouſap thou loueſt me, Foꝛ this know 
foꝛ certaine, that in no oth.r thing thou cant 
lo vnite thy ſelfe to mee, oꝛ confoʒzme thy Wil! 
lo neare to mine, as if thou willinzly and glad⸗ 
ly execute what J commaund thee, 
Cu AP. II. 
The Louc ot God proce:deth in his 
Diſcourſs. 
this degree of K oue, J haue re ſolued inith 
my lelfe to perfozme whatſoeuer J holde iny 
lelle bound to, by mp vocation and off:ce. Foz 
ſiace J fir ſt pꝛoleſſed my ſelfe (ot which J ne⸗ 
ucr repent me) J hold my ſelkhy c illing bound 
to perloꝛme that, which befozi J might either 
haue done oꝛ omitted. And fog that cau'e 1 
vile diligentlyto thinke vpon my duetie and 
office, reſoluing and determiaing ffill with 
my ſelfe, to execute and diſcharge, wiatiſoe- 
uer J am bound fo by vertne olf it, accoꝛinig 
to the direction of holy Mit, and Lrarned 
men: being moſt atſured, that many oſfend 
thꝛough iguozance cł that, woch they are bond 
10 
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to byduety. Ind ti they know what they onght 
to doe, and pct noted and omit it, then is ther 
ollence karre greater and moꝛe grieuous: fo; 
then they offend ihꝛeugh malice, and not ig 
noꝛance. Fatther ſuch things as J haue vow: 
ed and pꝛomiſed to do( which to perfoꝛme J am 
bound bp onetp) thoſe With all wp endeauours 
J labour to execute. And J haue pꝛomiſed and 
vndercaken to my Lo29 an after, to kape 
fo2 cuer the faith, J haue ety to thi virgins j 
which abide and 2well in this allace, which | 
are Obedience, Chaltity, t Fouerty, Which 
thzx he hath giuen an dalligned d me as whilcs, 
therekoꝛe moꝛning eucning J conſider with 
my ſelfe, haw that day following J map beſt 
ſerue plexe them, ſaplug to my loule X et me 
ſe no my ſoule, ow thou wilt enbeatio2 with 


gitis, and at night ſhew me my loule, how thou 


thy ſelke this day to ob ep ans pleaſe theſe Uir⸗ 


miſe to doetoward theſe Uirgins, 4 whither 
thzu hail grieued oz offended any of them. 
Thus doe J ſtill endeauour, to ſhew my ſelfe 
afaithfull ſeruant to them. De. Aherkoꝛe do 
pai thus? Loue &c, Becauſe theſe bee the 
Chamber keepers of mp Loꝛd and Maſter, 
and none are admitted oz can talke with him, 
except theſe Uirgins pꝛocure him cutrantce. 
De, Tell me 3 pꝛap you, what ſpirituall ex 
erciles 
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ereiſes haue pou, whereby pou ſerue and —_ 
pꝛomiſe with theſe Uirgins. Louc &c. Thꝛe 

| things Jpꝛopounde, and determine tomy wy 
which night and dap Þ offer vp to them, and 
which conftraine me to ſerue, and be obedient 
tothem. The firſt is called, Lo aske or de- 
mand nothing. The ſecond, To couet or de- 
ſire nothing. . he third, To thinlce on vo- 
thing This firſt Purpoſe of mine ſerueth O- 


bedience il ſo be, it beſeaſoned with a ſauce cal⸗ 


led To do, ſ then map vou call it to aske to do 
nothing. With which fd Obedience is ſuffat 
ned, and by how much mae abundintlpex pure⸗ 
ly J oF-r this vp, by ſo much the moꝛe am A 
in grace, + fauour with mp Loꝛd, the greater 
affection doth he carrs to ice, This ſelle ſame 
fod, called To aſke. if J teafon it with another 
ſawce, called © To 3 calied, Do alke 02 de- 
fire to haue nothi with that do Jlckd 
ſecond Uigin. called Pcuerty, De. Staphere 
while J yꝛap pon. May 4 not aſke to haue ar " 
thing that J want, and haue nerd off Loue &c. 
No, except the thing, veu deſire bee moſt need- 
full-Fo2 il there he any thing nect ſſar y foꝛ thee 
lo haue, thou halt thy gonernor. who bp him⸗ 
ſelfe oꝛ his officiai ſhai pꝛouſde foꝛ the, thattheu 
nerdeſt not aſkewhat thou mateſt not laweul - 
ly aſke. Fo2 hee whoſe charge it is to lobe to 
the wh ole houſe : will pꝛotude neceffarics fo? 
alt 
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all as it becommeth the gouerner, to the intent 
they may moꝛe freely ſerue GS D and atten 
their ſpir ituall meditations.ncither ſhall ther 
be neede that any alke 92 traue ſuch thinges as| 
be nete ſſary foꝛ them. And it ſhall bee no litt 
fault in the gouernour to want that diſcretion,| 
as not to giue thinges neceſſarp fo2 thoſe vn 
der his charge except they demãd them. Ther 
foꝛe that which J ſaid of aſking oꝛ demanding, | 
ought to bee doubiy vnderſtod; that without 
offending anc may aſke, itſuch things as ſhal | 
bee neteſlarp, bee not giuen without aſking, 
which thing map infflp bee repꝛehended, eſpe · 
cially in Religious perſons, and i it bee a thing 
of great neceſſity, and not rather to ſatiſfic our 
contentment. Foꝛ in aſking otherwiſe it may 
pꝛocede from ſrperfinty, curioſity. o; ſome 
other temptation, And aſſure thy leite that vi 
der acolour of neceſſity, many vices are often 
couercd , eſpecialiy in thinges th 1t apper taine 
to the ſuſtenance of the body, as meate, dꝛinke, 
cioathing, and ſuch lie. De. Hob hall 3 
know whither, that which J deſire pꝛoceede of 
netelſity oꝛ rather to ſatiſſie mp contentment? 
Loue &c. It thou maiſt foꝛbeare that which 
thou alkeſt, and il thou canſt line witheut it and 
art not conftraincd to ſuſfer ſome great oꝛ no⸗ 
table hurt in thy body oꝛ thy ſoule, which map 
hap to thee in rot asking. Foz il thou wor be 
ure 
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faire in not flattering thy ſelſe that in not aſking 


ſome great perill o2 danger may happen to thee 
then not to aſke is a great offence, and to aſke, 
well done, if tbou refcxte it fo God. But if thou 
maiſt conuen ient ly llue without that , which 
thou alkeſt, end endure no great hurt oz dans 
ger thereby. admit thou ſuſfer ſome labour oꝛ 
gricfe in fozbearing it, pꝛouided till thou ex- 
ccede not the boundes of diſcretion; in this 
caſe not toaſke, although that which thou aſ⸗ 
keſt bee ſomewhat need eſull, it ſhall bee well 
done of thee and a token of thy vertue, although 
without cffending thou mateſt aſke as J bene 
ſalde. F 02 happp in my opinion is the men that 
ſuffereth anp thing fo2 the Love of God, ut 
if that which thou wilt aſke,be but ſuch a thing 
which without hurt of thy body oꝛ ſculc thou 
maie ſt eaſilp miſſe:thcu maiſt thinke then, that 
to alke is but to fatiſfie thy mind and pleaſure, 
althongh it bee coucred wuh a pꝛelert of (cre 
holy purpoſe. Foz ſinne doth not alwares ſhe w 
it ſelfe open lx, but is ſhado lord ollen with a co- 
lour of holinc ſſe. nt thus maiſt teu [now it 
theu aſkeſt ary thing, Whither it pꝛocerde 
of neceſſity oꝛ an vnſatilfted wil. And leaſt 
thou bee decemed thꝛeugh thy parſfall Judge- 
ment it wull bee neceſſary foz thee, to Reeve a 
diligent watch oucr thy ſciſe , and to ber er⸗ 
erciſed in vertue. Which il thou doeſt not⸗ 
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it will be good, that thou bee oꝛdered by the a 


uiſe of diſcreet men. and holp Scripture, 
r 
Of the other two Purpoſes of the Loue of 
God, to wit, to deſire nothing, and to 
thinke on nothing. 

Oue. t, Hauing bꝛeefely explained mp fiti 

Purpoſe: Wher with the firſt two Uirgins, 
Obedience and Poucrtp, are as IJ haue ſaid! 
befoꝛe nouriſhed, J muſt ſhew, and declare t 
the the conditions of the otter two, To defir: 
nothing, c To think nothing. knowtherfo 
foꝛ moſt certaine that this fozmer Purpoſe to 
ask not hing, is grounded vpon the ſecond, To 
deſire nothing. Fo2 it is moſt ecrtain that To 
have,p2ocecdeth vnelp from To achire, Then 
the cauſe take a way, which is to deſire, the ef: 
fect fapleth, which is to aske. And by that is 


eflected that which is contrary to this, whichis| 


Not toas k. This is the other Purpoſe wher: 
with Chaſtity is nouriſhed, which is the thin 
virgin, whoſe office ts, To defice no worldly 


nor carnal thing. Butbecaufe this her be hath 
an other rot,fr6 whence it ſpꝛingeth, whichls 


ta think on nothing. (foꝛ the thing cannot ber 
deſired, which is not firſt thought on) J adioyn 
a third purpoſe, which s to thinke nothing. 
But in this place, to thiu k, muſt be vnderſtat 
of that thoughr, which is perſeuerant, 4 ”_ 
wi 
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with atonſent e lik ing of reaſon and will. Fo2 
to thinke nothing, doth not conſiſt in the power 
ol man. But it reſteth in man not to continue, 
oz perſeuere in il thoughts: but ſone to collod 


himſelle and to turne to God. Now when this 


hearbe Io thinke, is watred with the water, 
talled to S ee. Te muff then adde to theie hol ip 
Purpoſes a certain pouder that is called, Stri 

gard of our eyes, Foz this is moſt neceſſary, 
Thele thꝛee Purpoſes, doe not only purge and 
make cleane my ſoule from al woꝛldly affaires, 
from all ſelfe⸗ will e from all ſpot and ſtaine, but 
beſides (that J map with greater zeale ſerne my 
10d God) pzocure me great purity ofheart E 
rid me of all pꝛiuate affection and lone g iopne, 
and vnite mee wholy to my H 02d God and Sa- 
niour. And to theſe three Purpoſes J haue re- 
duced all my other ſpirituall exerciſes, as well 
thoſe which are appertaining to Humility: ag 
ſach as are agreeable to all other vertues, be- 
caule J ko bo, perfection toconſiſ in them. And 
ſuffer not thy ſelle to ber perſwaded that in 


vaine, AJy&lde obediente to theſe thz& Uir- 


fins, fo2 J find their fauour and godnes great 
towards me,, who plenti'ully bell owe on mee 
all kind of godnes. The one ol them called Po- 
uerty, hath lately beſtowed on me a rich ozna- 
ment, De · A, deſire to ſœ it, where doe you 
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in mybeart, and in my chamber. And it is ß 


great, and of ſo high eſtimation, that J could 
not poſſibly keepe it in my heart, vntill J bani. 
Hed, and vtterly excluded thence all wozlbly 
loue ackedion, and deſire : neither could it poſs 


ſiblie be conteined in mp chamber vn till J had 


caſt thence all ſuperfluous things, reſcruing 
onely the Bible, and lome few other bookes, 


De. What is the name ofthis oznamert? 3. 


is called Nothing at all, and it is the eſpecial 
and chieleſt treaſure of Poucrty who is the ri. 
cheſt Ladie of all the wozlo, and who polleſſcth 
ſo much treaſure, as her ſelle doth deſire. 
C V4 
Ofthe office ofthe Loue of God, and of 
prayer in the ſame degree. 
A this fozeſaid office of Loue, which 1s to 
doe that which mp Loꝛd and Paſtcr cem⸗ 
maundeth, and my duet ie bindeth me to,; muſt 
vſe a cer taine condition 02 circumſtance, which 
is, that if at au time accozting to wp office 
and place Jam let in(as being attendant in his 
chamber) J come vnto bim, either to doe bim 
ſeruice, oz to crane ſumething of him, oz elle 
to ſpeake to him; J ende uour to ſhew and pꝛe⸗ 
ſent my ſelle, with as great puritp ant humill- 
tie of heart, as I can: [c3 by how much clea⸗ 
ner in heart, J pꝛeſent my ſelſe to him, by ſo 
much moze cleareneſſę A fee and b eholde po 
1 


| 
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And Jaccuſtome to craue the ſellowſhippe of 
my Boother the Fearc of God, that hee with 
an Aunte of mine, called Reuerence, would go 


alſo with me. De. U Uhat is the reaſon pot 


take Reuerence with you: Loue, & c J weigh 


and conſider with my ſelle who J am and who 
my Lozdand Maſteris. A think vpen his maff 
ſacred Maleſtie, who of right, and deſert, ought 
to be reueronced, and leared as one moſt woz- 
thy of all honor, and loue. Farther, J ve to 


contemplate how all the bleſſed ſoules fall pꝛo- 


ſtrare befoze hun, adoze him, and pzaiſe him, 
and that by admiring, and praiſing his ſs great 
and excellent godnes and Maieſtie, they ber 
rauiſhed, and in aſoꝛt trans foꝛmed into God 
himſelf. Yet farther, Jam wont to conſider, 
how mp hart, thought, wil, 4 purpoſe, 02 intent 
is latzo open befoꝛe him,andhow he ſeeth, and 
knoweth my ſccrets, better then my ſelfe. Alſo 
how acco2ding to the pleaſure oł his diuine ho- 
ly will, he is able to doe, alter, eſtabliſh, and a- 
boliſh all things: and how life and death, being 
and not being, the ſaluation, oz danmation of 
the whole woꝛld is in dis hands. J farther me- 
ditate with my ſelfe, how bee is wholp and all 
good : the chieleſt, higbeſt, and pureſt godnes 
t ſelfe. which contẽplating rightly, J oft treble 
in heart, feare, t almoſt faint:ęſpeciallp behol⸗ 
ding my ſelle, ſo wicked, ſo vile, ſo abhominable 
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and ſa filthy a ſinner, to pꝛeſume, to lpeakeli 
a Lozd of ſo great Maieſtie and that he wil ad. 
mit me to come to him, ſpeake with him, am 
eat with bim, as though J were vnited in great 
friendſhippe with him. Olten doe J ve this oz 
like ſpeech to him. What nerde haſt thou, © 
my Lozd and Paſſer that ſuch ſinners as my 
ſelle, ſhould pꝛeſent themſelues befoꝛe tbee 2 Js 
it ſemelp,D mp Loꝛd, that ſuch vuwozthy per 


ſons ſhould pꝛeſume to ſerue oꝛ attend on the: 
where is the honour and reurrence, that is due 


to thy pꝛincely Bateſtp? De. TUhat anſwere 
do you receiue againe from him. Loue. Kc. J 
cannot certainly tel the, ſauing that be makes 
me weepe fo2 top, and ſapeth. Care not thou 
much fo2 that, let not this thing trouble thee, 
conſidering thou haſt not of thpſelfe p2ocured 
this place, noz intruded into it, but art called 
fo it, and cholen by mee. Pyſelfe beſt know. 
eth whp I! haue placed thee in it. Let thy 


onely care be diligently to diſcharge thy office, |. 


and with thy vttermoſt power to performe; 
what thy duty bindeth thee to, in the place 
thou art apotnted, and then take thou care fo; 
no other matter. De. What ſap pou tobim, 
when vou come befoꝛe him. accompanied with 
pour aſfoctats Humility, Fearc,4 Reuerence? 
Loue, &c. Firſt J diſpatch thoſe pꝛapers 
and diuine ſcrulte which this oꝛder of like, my 
calling, 


—— 
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calling and pꝛoleſſion bind me to, and that not 
ſadly oꝛ vnwillingly, o2 only foz neceſſity, but 


with as great attention, deuotion, diligence. 


willingnes, chearefulnes, and reuerence as A 
can. And although J bee bound ofneceſſity to 
ſuch pꝛa pers, yet change I mp neceſſity into a 
ready will, and moſt ioyfully perfozme what J 
am bound to doe. Then that J map craue 
ſomething ol him, and may moue him to grant 


ſt me; J endeauoꝛ with all my power to pꝛaile 


and laud him, and ceaſe not to honour him, 
aſſuring my ſelf that. that is acceptable to hum: 
And in pꝛapſing him, J deſcribe his miracu⸗ 
lous woꝛks which he hath done, pleaſing and 
delighting my (cife in remembꝛing them, and 
exerciſe my ſelle in telling his mighty power, 
bigh wiſedome and exceeding goodnes. And 
farth:r, J rehearſe the great grace and large 
bounties, which he beſtowetb on his ſouidicrs, 
and ſeruants, honouring and exalting him foz 


the lame: neither paſſe I in ſtlence his ercee- 


ding great mer cy, which he euer hath and ſtul 
doth ſhew towards his ene mies, and am much 
amaſed at bis gentlenelle and clemency, That 
not only he doth not reuenge himſelk on them: 
but beſides beſtoweth great rewardes vpon 
them: beſides, I render great thankes to hun 
foz the great godnes which is in himſelle, and 
tecite and number his vertues, and renolon bis 
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beauty, wiſedome and exceeding goodnes, pꝛal. 
ing him fo2 them, and reloycing, and trium / 


phing that he is ſo exceeding great and good; 


And this doe J olten, knowing ſufficiently his 


will herein, and not doubting, but that it is 
acceptable to him, and that it is bis pleaſure 
that man ſhould bee conuerſant with hitnſelle, 
that is with God, and confer with him of plea 
ſant, ioylull, and ſecret miſteries, whereof then 
are ignozant, that be careleſſe thereof, and wil 
not enter into his ſeccet chamber with him. al. 
though they bee in his houſe, and attend vpon 
him. De. Mherefoze doe pun pꝛapſe him 
with all theſe high titles? Lone & c. Becauſe 
the moꝛe Jext oll, commend and pꝛapſe him, 
the moꝛe J dilpleaſe, deſpiſe, and ſer at nought 
my ſelle, which how acceptable it is to him, 
cannot be declared with tongue. And this is 
his will and pleaſure, that we continaally haue 
ſetbefo2cour epes, his goodnes, his excellcn- 
cy, and his infinite greatnes, x our own malice, 
our baſenes, and excæ ding miſery. And far- 
ther J am cer taine, that J cannot be deceiued, 
although 4 pzavſe and honour hun all that is in 
my power: foz hee islarre moꝛe noble, moꝛe 


excellent, moze potent and greater, then eyther 


J oz all creatures together, both Angelicail and 
humans can compzehend with thought, 


. 


Cub. 


um 


od: 


C is 


lle, 


vill f 


on 


117 


and Hope of Heauen. 


Cu Ar. VIik 
Of the office of the Loue ot God, in an o- 
ther degree, & a continuation of chat which 
he bega to declare ,of the maner ot praying. 
GVE&c. Alter that J baue endeauous 
red to pꝛapſe and exalt him with the vtter · 
molt of my power, J offer vp to him mpwhole 
mind and will, with a chlefe Purpoſe that J 
baue, that foꝛ no wozldlp thing J would offend 
oz diſpleaſe him, and alſo moſt earneſtlp J en- 
treate him, that it map pleaſe him to keepe and 
pꝛeſer ie mee in this will and mind, conſidering 
that without him, J am no way able to doe 
t. Then aſke J foʒgluenelle of bim, foz all the 
offences and inluries J haue done vnto him. e 
beſeech him that he will permit mee to thinks 
bpon, vnderſtand, oꝛ loue nothing but bimſelle. 
And pet farther I deſire of him. that conſids- 
ring hee bath vouchſafed to admit mee foz his 
ſeruant and friend, and that into a place of ſo 
high a lunctisu, that it wil pleaſe him to beſtow 
on me the holp ſpirit of Humilicy, which map 
withdzaw and turne awap my mind, from all 
things diſplealſing, and hatelull to him, that mp 
ſernice bee not batefull but acceptable to bim. 
Alſo 4 crane ot him that he wil ldeſtow an me 
ſuch things as he knoweth J and in nerde of, 
Whither they bee ſuch things as areneceſſarte 
loʒ me, oz ſuch as (oz L hondur andpeaiure, 
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he will haue me endaued with, and that fo2 na 
other cauſe, but that he would ſuffer me to line | 
and die in him, and not caſt me from his ſight | 
atcoꝛding to my deſert. After this J pꝛapfo: 
alt thoſe that J loue moſt, and to whom either 
ſpirituallp e2 cozpozally J boſd mp ſelle bound: | 


fo2 all this ſociety, and foꝛ all liuing creatures, 
that it willpleaſe him to beſtow his grace and 
mercy on them; that accoꝛding to their due- 
ties thep may know him, loue him, honour 
pꝛapſe and woꝛ ſhippe him, All this doe 3 


labour to pꝛeſent to him with ſincerity and pu | 


ritp of heart. De. How doeſt thou pꝛeſent thy 
ſelfe befoze him with this puritp of heart 
Loue &c. As neare as J tan, J kepe a 
Watch auer mpheart and minde, and take a 
care ta my ſoule, reſtrapning as much as J 
map all my ſenſes, and continually ſetting be- 
foꝛe my ſelle plain ſimplicity, which doth inter 
pꝛet to the beſt whatſoeuer J behold. And if 
AX would bee free and ſecure from all feare, then 
doe J remaine and abide with my Loꝛde and 
Maſter, with whome to bee pꝛelent, and to 


talke and conferre, and whole counſell and 


aduiſe to demaund, is my chiefe good and top, 
my onelp will and comfo2t:neyther can J en⸗ 
top peace, quiet oꝛ ſecurity, oꝛ finde any maner 
of contentment, oꝛ eaſe, but only when J am 
pzeſent in his Company. And loz this — 

aue 


rr 
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haue J determined with mp lelſe, fo fozſak? 
all wozldly pleaſures, and to dwell with him, 


and cleaue to him neuer fo depart from him, 


vrcept hee ſhall commaundme. De. Pet I 
thinke it very neceſſaryfometimes to be buſi- 


ed in reading good bookes, Loue &c, True 


it is, it is g0.3d to ſpend ſometime in reading, 
hut not with a minde onelv to become learneo, 
and lkilfull, but that thereby thou mapeſt finde 
out God and his wapes, and once hauing 
found him, mayeſt know and loue him. Fo? 
this J chall not neede many bookes. This one 
thing J loke atter, will, and deſire, that J map 
ſettle and fire mp Whole loue on God, and 
mp iopne all my aff:tton,reaſon and vnder⸗ 
ſtanding to him. Foꝛ his laue alone is ſuffici- 
ent fo2 mee, hee will teach mee all things that 


hl be connentent foꝛ me to knaw, and can 


open and dilcouer moꝛe ſecrets and m:ſcerics 
ts mee, haw J {Hall loue and not offend him, 
then all the books that the whole wazio doth 
poſſeſſe. And J obtaine greater purity of 


ſoule, feare, deuotlon, reuerencs, compiun- 
(ion, foztitude and ſtrength, and ſeueritp a- 


gainft the fleſh, by being in his pꝛelence, then 
by reading continuallp. Beſides J know fo; 
certain?, hee neuer will alke account how 
much J hane read: but ha v much haue lo⸗ 
ued and eſteemed him. Neither would J al⸗ 

together 
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together exclude oz baniſh reading, eſpectalh} 
foz ſuch as are pet ũmple and ignoꝛzant, an 
know not how to iudge, of their thoughytes| 


wozds and wozkes : foz to ſuch it ts requiſit 


to ſpend much time in reading, and to learn 


the exerciſes ol the ſpir it t mind: ſoꝛ as it won 
be thought great folly, raſhnes, and diſgra 
to a Pꝛinte, il a rude country fellow, not acu 


ſtomed to ſpeake to a King, ſhould pꝛeſume ij 
the pꝛeſence ol all his Nobility to come, an; 
boldly ſpeake his mind, and if in ſpeaking he 


Could vſe his accuſtomed, ruſticall and vnde 


cent terms, it could not but be thought ſo gredl 
adiſgrace to the inte, that hee iuſtip might 
 commauud him to be thzuſt out from his pu 


ſence,and farre better had it bæne, hee had n. 
ter pꝛeſumed thither: euen ſo ſtandeth the cal 


in ſpiritnallcaſes. But to thoſe that bp readin 


t hearing, baue alreadp attained to the know 
ledge of God and diuine exerciſes, to ſuch th 
exercife of pꝛaping is moꝛe neceſſarp then ret 
ding, as being alreadp erpert how cs behan 
themſelnes in the ſpirituall Court. Farthe 
when J pꝛeſent my ſelfe befoze mp Lozd an 
Malter, J am very carcfull, that inconftantl 
I turne not my head oz eyes hither oz thither: 
Foꝛ it would be taken a great diſhonoz to him, 
to loke an other way, whileſt one ſhould talkt 
with him, De. Tell me pour meaning mon 


plains 
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plainelp, foz as pet J vnderſtand not. 
Leue, When J ſpeake to my Pafrer, it at 
ſuch time 3 buſte my thoughts, and reaſon vp- 
on any thing but o nely vpon him Iſpeake to: 
then turne J mp backe, not my face to him. 
Foz this cauſe when Jperſwade mp ſelle that 


' Jam pꝛeſent befozehimin fight, and that her 


doth behold mee, and neuer tarneth his eyes 
from me, but mirketh wilt J (ap: J ve all 
reuerence,deuotion, lone, and attention to him 
that Y can. Then doe J pꝛapſe and thanke 
bim foz all his benefites beſtowed on me, and 
all other his Creatures, calling them olten to 


mp mind, and rehear ſing them, being msſk 


certaine that hee would not haue mee ingrate 
and vnmindfull ol his gikts. 


CA P, VI I L 
Of the third degree of Loue. 


O VE &c. Rowalthauxh J haue ſhew- 
ed the firſt degree oz ſteppe, of my loue?, 
which is ts loue my Loꝛd andPalter, andn o 
uer to offend hun, and alſo the ſecond, which 
is to perſoʒme and put in p2adiſe all his com · 
maundements, pet doe J not content my ſelle 
herewith, in regard my loue is ſo great to him, 
but that J adde pet a thirde de ree, 02 ſteppe 
ig his loue, which is to doe all thole _ 
tha 
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that Jknow are pieaſing to ytin.o2 Whatloe⸗ 
ner J can imagine hee would J ſhorld doe. 
De. How knam you, that pcubo hole things 
that picaſe him? Loue & bete be two 
thinges wherebp J may know that eaſily, 
Which are, if & lone that whicy he loueth, and 
like wiſe hate, what is Hatefull to him. Con. 
cerning the firſt which is, to leue what he lo⸗ 
ucth: J loue his Sonne, the moſt beautifull 
ſwert and noble, ot all that euer were, 4 mol 
like bis Father, and ſo obedient to him as ne. 
uer was, oz ſhall be Bonne moꝛe obedient toa 
Father. Whome the Father loucth euen 
as himſelſe, becauſe he is moꝛe like to him, 
then euer Dowie was fo a Father. And lo 
great is the loue and vmion which is betweene 
them, that they two be but one, ol one will, like 
power, and the ſelſe ſame knowledge. Who 
although they bee diCinct in perſons, pet are 
they both one in Eſſence. Foz this Sonne, 
the Father hat h made a Garment with the 
handes ot his goodneſſe, like to that Which 
Shepheardes doe wearc, which the Sonne 
bauing pnt on, departed out ol the p2tup cham- 
ber of h.s pꝛincely Father, and yet fo2 euer re- 
mapneth with bim. And thus he liueth here 
un this Pallace, and conuerſcth with vs. F03 
otherwile we could not behold bim. Moꝛeouer 
when his Father would ſend him ouer all the 


A 


wozld, 


—— 
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old, cladde bith this garment, and a little 
trauailing Scrippe, he entred alſo into this de⸗ 
ſert, to ſeeke out his ſheꝛpe that were wande⸗ 
red and ſtra ped. And as he trauailed thꝛougb 
this Deſert, the Father permitted that hee 
Hould be killed of Molues, and deuoured of 
dogs, and would giue bim no helpe althougb 
be could, but would haue him endure a mot 
cruell death by theſe Molues, moꝛe painefull 
to him then euer any ſuffered, being his fleſh 
molt tender, in that he was the ſon ol a king. 
All this did our Lozdof his excceding loue to⸗ 
wards vs, that all we that dwell and abide in 
bis houſe might kno w, and trie his charity, and 
thereby might lone him againe, conſidering 
that firſt he loued vs ſo greatly, that hee ſpared 
not his own only ſon, but deliuered him to die 
fo) the loue he bare to vs all. Wh1ilff the Lo uc 
of God was relating this diſcourſe, Pelire 
heing wholy wounded to the heart could net 
refrain from vehement weeping: but the Loue 
of God going on with this diſcourſe, ſaide far 
ther: and although God the Father hath ſuffe- 
red his ſon to be killed, yet notwithffandinghe 
loueth him ſo exccedingly, that by his great om⸗ 
nipotency,he ſoon raiſed him from death, much 
moze beautifull, gloziouſly triumphing, bein 
ging with him the ſheep which he came to ſeek; 


others being left in this wilder re le, that they 


night 
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might bee fed and become fat with the know 
ledge of him, he hauing a perpetuali à watch⸗ 
full care ouer tlem. Ss at length returning 
againe to his :incelyv father, hee ſitteih now 
on his right hand. ſpeaking and making inter 


teſſion foꝛ vs all, being ouertom with to great 
a laue towards vs. Foz Jam ol this opinion 
that except wee were ſparedfoz his ſake, long | 


ſince wee had berne dꝛiuen cleane out of this 
Pallace : ſo wicked and miſerable wee are, 


and ſo negligently, and ſloathfully wr ſerue 


him, wholp foꝛget him and contemne him, 
and ſo little care and remembꝛance we haue o 


him: but the omnipotent father loueth this len 


ſo greatly, that in my opinion nothing can be 
moꝛe acceptable to him in this world, then that 
we lhonidloue this his Senne with him :o; 
which cauſe J endeauour ⁊ labour to lone him, 
x to do thoſe thinges which J thinke pleaſing 
to him. De. What is it that peu can doe ac 
ceptable to him? Loue &c. In remembzing 
and ſycaking of his molt holp life, his pains an 
labours, his moſt bitter death and paſſion, and 
his holy tommandements and as neare as J 
can confoꝛming mp ſelle accoꝛding to his man 
ncrs:foz who ſoeuer my Lozdxs Maſter ſecth 
molt carefully to imitate the liſe of his ſon, him 
doth he moſt loue, and hold dear? to him. And 


loꝛ this cauſe was it his holy will and 3 
25 tha 


—— 


: 


þ 
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that he ſhould come e live here among vs, that 


hy that meanes hee might teach vs how wee 


. 


ſhould liue, who beſoꝛe liued no better the bꝛult 
beaſts. CThereſoꝛe bath our L oꝛd ſet him befozs 
our eyes as a mirroz oz looking glaſſe, that e⸗ 
nerp onc map know whether he doe, oz omit 
what bis pleaſure is, and map ſ& and beholte in 
the life of his ſonne, as in a glaſſe, whether his 
wozks be god oz bad. Neither is there any 
thing in all the wozld,by which we map moꝛe 


' trulycome to the knowledge thereof. And pet 


beſides this, there is one thing moze, wbich mp 
Lozdand M lcucth that is my 3Boy,calleb the 


loue of our neighbor, whome hecſtcemeth 


fo mi ch, and hol deth fo deare, that whatſocuer 
wee doe to him, be it good oꝛ bad, he taketh as 
if it were done to himſelle. Pe. How do pou 
lone this 3Bop? Lou. &c, Euen as my 
ſelle. And fir ſt J perſwate mp ſelle that he is 
better then J am, and although 2 execute a 
bigber place, pet in ali ihinq es that are agree · 
able to vertue J obep hum, J farther am care⸗ 
full that by no meanes J affiict him, o2 giue 
bim octaſion offorrow, but ſhewall leue and 
kindne ſſe to him that J can. J neuer haue 
ſiniſter ccnceit of him, but rather excuſe him 
all that J map: A ncuer call him by any name 
of diſgrace, J moſt willingly diffcmbls, and 
hide his natur all deſeds, and imperfectians, 

| in 
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in diſtreſſe and aduerſtty, J lament and bewaſe 
him: in his abſence J detract him not, neither 
ſuffer others to do, if I may binder it. J with 
and deſire that my Loꝛd and Maſter bee better 
beloned ol him then of my ſelfe: and that it 
would pleaſe God to make him as good 03 bet. 
ter then J mpſelfe am. J enuie him nothing 

eyther loꝛ cozpozall oꝛ ſpirituall giftes beſtow. 
cd on him by God, oz fo2 anp thing which hes 

eniopeth in this wozld, but reioyce in his pꝛo· 

ſperitp, and lament in his aduerſity. Farther, 
J thinke him to be the Angell ol God, and my 

ſelfe to be vnwoꝛthy to bee his ſeruant. This 

doe J, fo; that Y know him to bee beloued ol 

my Paſter. Alſo J loue thoſe thinges which 

appertaine to our ſocietie, towards which 1| 
carry a very great ʒeale, in regarde that they 
appertaine to the woꝛſhippe and honour ol my 
L oꝛd and Malter, and to the pzkſcruation am 
maintenance ol this his houſe. Mherekoze I 

am very tarekull that nothing be loſt, 92 mil⸗ 
laped, eſpeciallp of thoſe things which belong] 
to the ſeruice of Keligion, Ceremonies, x the 
holy Canons of the Church. Thich things 
although many doe not greatly eſtæme, pet Þ 
am fully perſwaded that the holy Ghoſt would 
neu hauc inſtituted them, except hee had 
kno! them to be pleaſtng to God. There⸗ 
lo. e 4 hold tyc ſmalleſt Ceremonies to be ob / 
ä | ſcrucd 
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ferued, fmagining tbey tend tothe honour of 
God,and moſt ready nd willi-gly, with all 
humiuty andreuerence doc J keepe them And 
this thought doe J fil carry in my mind, if A 
ſhould not honour mp Loꝛd and Meſter, woz- 
ſhip him careſullp, ſerue him Tutlfaily,# Chew 
my ſelle moſt ʒealous in his ſeruſce, who ſhould 
doe it ? conſidering J am beho'ving to bim, 
moze then all other creatures. Fo? if the (cr- 
uants and attendants of great ꝛinces and 
States ſerue and obep their Malters, ſo care⸗ 
fully and diligently, and withſogrcat a deſire; 
why ſchould not J ſerue and honoꝛ my Malter 
and L02d,that atdmitteth me te the familiarity 
of his chamber. T herefeꝛe if the whole woꝛld 
ſhould fall and decline from his obedience, and 
not one ſhould perſeuer to ſhew him reuercnce- 
yet would J remainc laithtull euen vntill my 
laſt moment cl life. 
En A 


Ol thoſe things which the Loue of God ha- 


teth,and a concluſion this duty & office, 
He other thing ol the two, wh:ch I ſpatze 
ol befoꝛe, wherewith 3 plesſe and con⸗ 
tent my Lo:d 1 Maſter, is, to he te ſuch thugs 
as J know he hateth. And two elpeciall cue⸗ 
mies J know my maſter hath, which are J he 
world. and my ſleſh. Mherefoꝛe J haue reſol⸗ 
ud with my ſelſe, to hate them all, that J can, 
A and 
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and to haue neither ſriendſhip oꝛ peace with the 


which determinatio to perloꝛme, J purpele an | 


other thing, which is to take no delight oz re- 
creation with the,neuer to talk o2 conuerſe fa- 
miliarlp with the,ercept it be by the comande- 
ment ofmy M. which comandement is of moze 
weight,the anyPuipoſc Itan vndertake:1her 
foze haue I beſought theGouerno? of this Pa⸗ 
lace, that he neuer (end me abzoad,ints towne 
oz cofitry foz mp recreatiõ, oꝛ diſpoꝛt, which is 
a thing different fromy diſpo lit ion, 4 which J 
hate:pet whe he cõmand eth ir, Imuſt ne ds o- 
bey him. And although foꝛ ſome cauſes mp NM. 
command me lomtimes to goe abꝛoad into the 
world, pet will he that J returne with allthe 
fpeed that J can make. ſoꝛ fear left J be caught 
and deceiued with the deceits ihercol: being 
aſſured, that how warely (ceucr men conuerſe 
therein, pet moꝛe hurt then god commeth cuer 
thereby. Likewiſe do J deteſt a hate my ou re 
tar:ites and vnclean es, my ill motiens 4 deſu cs 
my ſodaine paſſions 4 pꝛonenes to ſin, not ig- 
norant how hateſull they be to my I oꝛd 4 M. 
And therfoze foꝛ the loue of him, J ccntinually 
laboz to amend mp ſelle.Beſids J ſecuc lex my 
ſelfe from all that dwell in tis Pallace ( (0 
his loue ) except when charity t necellitie re- 
quir e the tõtratp. either do J it f62 that ca ule 
that Jcentemne them oz th inke them 1 3 
thy 
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thy ol my company ⁊ fellowſhip (bo? as I (aid 
beloꝛe, Jeſteeme them as Saints and Angels) 
but rather becauſe J thinke mp ſelke vnwoꝛthy 
of their pꝛeſente and conuerſatton, oꝛ meete to 
kiſſe the ground they tread on. De. Whpdoe 
you fo? Lo. Betauſe in theſe times Religion 
is mtich decaped, bp reaſon of to much familia - 
rtty, ans conuerſing ol ſuch as pꝛofeſſe religious 
liues, not onely amongſt themſelues, but alſo 
amongſt pꝛophane perſons. M hereby it chan- 
ceth that ſo little pꝛaper, dcuotion x meditation 
is vſed. Fo2 in theſe dates ſome religious per- 
ſons are become like woꝛldlings; and onely in 
name and habit they ſhew themſelues religious 
when they treate of and handle naught, but 
woꝛldly cauſes:⁊ holines 6 religion is ſo rare a- 
mongſt ſome of them, that they neuer frequent 
their deuotlons, but when they meet in their 
Churche ; out of which they talke of nothing, 
but wozldlp buſineſſes c newes being al wales 
ſo diſtracted, that they know not how to collect 
their minds to ſerue God: when thep are cal⸗ 
led againſt their wils, to their Churches to ſap 
pꝛapers they feare thep ſhall not ſoone enough 
depart from thence again; & thus they ſay p2at- 
ers being ful of high miſteries, with little reue- 
rence oꝛ no deuotio at al, hauing their minds E 
delire on p end, a inp kitchen. And becauſe they 
vnderſtand little ol God, 0 _ appertainet/ 
2 {0 


230 The Soales D :lice, 


to him: God likewtſe regardeth them not, but 
bateth them. Therefoꝛe haue I determined to 
inure mp ſelle to a cuſtome, and to eudcuour 
tvo be alwaies ſolitarp, and attend my deuotions 
that ſo my mind map take delightin God, ethoſe 
thingsthat appertain to him, that Imaplearn 
to loue him as in truth it is molt requiſite, co · 
ſidering that foz that cauſe J haue fo2 ſeken the 
woꝛld. ec withdzaw mp ſelſc hither. De, Some 
wil jay thou ert ſinguiar, æ wii nate thee foz if, 
Loue. J regard nat that, foꝛ J ought not deſire 
to pleaſe men: eſpecially when it chall diſpleale 
t offcnd God · ano ſo long as J am not ſcanda- 
aus to others, let them thmke oz (pcake their 
pleaſures of me That which J doe, s but my 
office /a duty, if therfoze thou (ce ke me, do thou 


ae J haue done. Cuay, X. 
Ihe Lone oi God brought Deſire into the 
houſe. 


* this meane time De ſire was much ama- 
zen and bethought himſelle of thoſe thinges 
which he had beard ef the Louc of God, and 
ſa d to him. De. When pcu haue done al thele 
thinges, is there caule that peu ſhould bee in 
feare ct anp thing? Love, &c. Pea true 
lie. I miſt with great core and indie ende⸗ 


uaur, that by dooing well J fall not into vatne- | 


gloꝛie, and ſelſe liking. Foz il ſo J ſhould peelde 
to them pꝛeſently my Maſter weuldexpel! — 
. ! $ 
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this Pallace. Therefoꝛe haue J alwapes Hu- 
mility my mother by my ſide De. Carry me 
J beſech pou into the houſe. Loue. Follow 

me, fo thon haſt had conierence enough with 
me. J will bzing ther vnto an other fellow of 
mine, whoſe office is higher, and moꝛe wozihp 
then mine. De. What is his name: Lou. He 
is calley Deſire ot God- Now Deſire went 
with a chearefull mind, accompanied with the 
Loue of God, to ſceke Deſire of God, and ha- 
uing formd him, be aſked of him if he were De- 
fire of God, Deſire of God. J am he thou 
ſeekeſt, what wouldeſt thou with mee? De. 2 
would entreat to bee admitted to pour ſernice. 
Here Deſire of God was delighted with the 
ready will of Deſire, and ſaide to him. Deſire 
of God. If thou deſire to liue with mee, then 
muſt be wel inſtructed by my bꝛother the Loue 
of God : foz Delire of God is made of the 
wine that runneth ont of that veſſelofthe Loue 
ot God: ſee therefoze thou be firſt well inſtru⸗ 
cted by the Loue of God, le 1ft otherwiſe thou 
deceiue thy ſelfe. De. Jhaue canuerled ſomes 
time with the Loue of God, who bath tuſtru- 
Red me of all things that are neceſſ iep foʒ mee 
to doe, which J hope through Gods helpe, to be 


able to execute: but I cannat aſſme pou, ma 


king no doubt, whither Jam endued with the 
Loue of Godaʒ na, confdering it is a thing 
23 knowys 
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knowne onely to himſelic, who loue, oꝛ do not 
loue him, Therefoꝛe berein J humble my ſclfe 
to his wiſedome. either can J aſſure pou, J 
haue any thing ol mp ſelle, one thing excepted, 
which is Good will my dog, whome nepther, 
J dare pꝛeſume to challenge as my olunc, con 
ſidering J haue him bp the giftc ol an other: 
theſe woꝛds of Deſire, pleaſed Deſire at God, 
the rather conſidering he perceiued that Delire 
durſt not a(tributc to himſelle his loue of God, 
De. Now ſir, let me craue toknow pour con- 
ditions and office. De &c. Euen as a man 
through true knowledge ol himſelle, attaineth 
to great tontempt x hatred of bimſelle, and as 
thꝛough true knowledge of God a man litke⸗ 
wiſe co:ncth to perfect ioue of God :ſo by uch 
louing of God, a man is bꝛaught to the greater 
deſire of God : 4 whoſoeuer he be that getteth 
me, he deſireth nothing elle that this woz!dean 
peeld: foꝛ with ſuch vertue and woꝛrthines do I 
ado2n his mind, that be thinketh himſelſe vn- 
meet, to deſire any thing, beſides that maſt ex⸗ 
cellent, moſt rare, and molf to be delired good, 
which is one ly our L. Jelus Chꝛiſt: J lay, J 
make him the moſt excellent of the wo2ld: Fa 
althogh he be boꝛn but of mean parentage, vet 
do Jm:ke him a wighty king:fo2 whoſoruer is 
truly endued with me. hee thinketh on nothing 
but only on God, he ſpeaketh nothing but only 
g 
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of God, becauſe that whereſoeucr his freaſure 
is, there he (ctteth his heart's whatſocuer the 
heart pꝛofoundly thinketh, that eſpeclally the 
mouth vttereth: x thoſe thinges which are deli⸗ 
uered by the conſent of the mouth, apparantly 
declare the thought ofthe heart. Jam the fod 
g repaſt of that mind which liueth, 1 ts nour(- 
ſhed by god deſire in this houſe of Charity. J 
am of higheſt dignity,x keepe the doze of the ſe 
cret chamber of the fozeſatd Charity & haue au- 
thoꝛity to admit ſuch feiends as J allow of: hers 
vic Il the office of a cryer oz trumpetter,+ wal⸗ 
king about this Pallace, make certain cries & 
ſounds, vntill ſuch time as Ja walt and ſtir vp 
mp matter, 3 cauſe him to come fozth to ſpeake 
with ſuch as ſerk him: who doſt thou think a wa 
ked me euen now. when thou ſtodeſt calling ſo 
long at the gate, knockedlt with the hamers 
ol tears 4 lighes:trulp the barking ol thy dog . 
Jam the trueſt meſſenger of Charity, # come 
ſirſt to the gate,ſpcak firſt tomy . am nea⸗ 
reſt to him. c am loneſt heard of bim: farther, 
it is in me to diſtribute the fruit of a moſt rare 
tree, which we baue called the Siglit ot God, 
Jo gtqe it to others to eat. De. Jsthis fruit 
pleaſant in taſt:foꝛ in d houſe of Humility an 8- 
ther fruit was gluen me, moſt bitter to eate, eſ- 
pecialp at the firſt it could hardly be ſwallowed. 


Peſixe &c. T his ſyuit i is malt (weet pet larre 
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ſweeter in the taſt ol ſome men, then of others, 


accoꝛding as men are moze deſirous and hun- 
gry after it ⁊ as chey haue their taſt x monthes 
molt perfect: ſome there bee whoſe t&tb are 
but dull oꝛ blunt, with whom this fruit agreth 
not, becauſe they cannot bolde it. Other ſome 
eat it without hunger oz appetite:-hautng their 
ſfomacksiull 5 quercharged with other meats; 
to theſe men like wiſe it taſteth not pleaſantly, 
neither is it lightly digeſted ol them, pet neuer⸗ 
theleſſe it doth not hurt them. Some others 
there be, which by reaſon ol ſome ague oꝛ ſome 
immoderate heate haue not their taſte ſo good 
as others, and theſe cannot iudge the goodnes 
ol this lruſt, but only a coꝛding as thep ſhall 
heare bp others, De I beſcœch pou giue mee 
le ue to taſhe a little of this fruit. Deſue of 

God. It pteaſethine that thou ſapeſt to taſte 
9 little thereof: fo21n this moꝛtall life no man 
map cate thereof his fill: only he map taſte and 
trie howſwerte it is. De. Why ſo? Deſue 
of God If any man might entop it here to 
the full ol his deſire, hee would neuer deſire to 
depart from this woꝛlo, and to goc to heauen: 
K.15w theretoꝛe that liuing here in this vale of 
miſery.almoſt dead thꝛough hunger, and de- 
pꝛiued of ffrength, by reaſon ol long penurie: 
we ought longiy to watch and deſire that day, 
wherein we mayenter into that great ſupper 
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of our Bing and Paſſer, deſiring and thirſting 
after him in no other manner, thendooth the 
Hart tbirſt fo2 the cleare fountain in the hoteſt 
ſummer : and ſuch is the vertue and ſoꝛce of 
this fruit, that one littie moꝛſell bee it ncuer ſo 


ſmal, doth ſatiate a mans ſtomacke be he neuer 


ſo great an cater. But being once come to the 
pꝛeſence of this King and Paſter, hee will 
make our ſtom icke better aud ſtronger, that 
wee ſh ill be able fo cate of this fruit, ſo much 
as we w:[l, and neuer receiue hurt oꝛ pꝛeiudice 
by it: But bere if any one cate moꝛe oftt, then 
his ſtomacke can bcare : he ſhillrather receiue 
hurt then good thereby. Theretoze muſt wee 
moderately eate of this fruit vntill we arte at 
that place of happ ines. where foz euer we ſha / 
be filled without all mealure, with that ſame 

fruit which here we doe but onelp taſte. 


| Cnar. ME 
How Deſire of God prepared Deſire to 
catc ot this fruit. 


E. Row then Sir, I beſeech you beſtow 
vpon me to eate ſo much ol this fruit as 

pour ſelle ſhall thinke good. Deſire of 
God. Firſt then conſidering this fruite is not 
contajned, but in a moſt clean: veſſell - it be- 
Gooyeth that thou cleanſe and make cleane thy 
teeth. and that thou waſh thy mouth, thy eyes, 
thy face, thy handes andfeect. De. CAhere 
may 


126 The Soules, Deſire, 


may J find water wherwith to doe it? De ſire 
ot God J will bzing thee to a liuing fountain, 
that continuallyprunneth both night and dap, 


called Holy Religion, alſo J will aſſemble the 


Ulrgins ol this Pallace, who Mall aſſiſt to 
wach and purtfic the. This much contented 
Der e, and gladip did he expe the comming 
of theſe Uirgins, when behold ho ſato Delite 
of God come and bꝛing them with thun, ſaping 
thele be the Mirgins that (hall wach thee. The 
firſt is called Sweetnes. The lecond Concord, 
The third Picty or Con pallion. The fourth 
Grace. The fift Clemency. The ſixt Indul. 
gence, The ſeuenth Mercy. The eigbt Bene: 
uolence. The ninth Gentlenes. The tenth, 
Sutferance. Che eleuenth Tranquility. The 
twelfth Security. Tho thirteenth lov. The 
fourteenth Diſcretion o Moderation. The 
fiftcenth Deuotion: who wil glue thee a certain 
lauce that (hall pꝛocure thee an appetite, wher⸗ 
by mo2e wtiltngiy & pleaſingly thou ſhalt cate 
this fruit. foz it is onelp giuen to ſuch as hun 
ger after it, but others are ſent away empty 
without it. The ſixteenth Uurgin is Religion, 
The ſeuenteenth is Perſcuerance, The ctgh- 
teenth is Prayer. The nineteenth is Honeſty, 
t my ſelfe De ſire of God am the laſt, who am 
cuer pꝛeſent at this holy Pallace of Wirgins: 
And tf thou wilt like wiſe aſſociate thy (cif = 
them 
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them, it will pzepare thee not a little to cate 
this fruit, which ſo ſoone as thou haſt eaten. 


thou Chalt euer alter haue theſe Uirgins thy 


companions, who will neuer lozlake thee, er- 
cept thou firſt ahandon them; koꝛ they be ver v 
grobdy to eate of this meate, and ſo ſoon as they 
cſpte this fruit, thep flic to it as bees will flie to 
honep, and we cannot better know wen a 
man hath this fruit, then il wee lee theſe Air 
gins flocking about his gates. NIw DO -tire 
being wathed and well recreated with eating 
this f-uite, was wonderluily comfoꝛted, to 
whome Deſire of Godſalde, conſidering bꝛo⸗ 
ther that th wu hai eaten of this fruit, it is u 0 
expedient th.it thou doe ſting allo. Foꝛ the ler⸗ 
nants of God aſter they haue eate their meate, 
bſe to fag, ging tanks and pꝛapſe to God, 
and none at all abidcthin this houſe, that ts 
not erpert in ſi1ginx. De. Alter whit min⸗ 
rer (hall Jing: Deſire of God Mee will 
noe to the quier where all the Singers abide. 
Lhe firſt is called Bencdtilion on Blelling , 
The ſec and lynour, * tied “rayſin, 2. 
Theiaurth hankla run, die, 1 m uit 
thau ũn . who ar 1 in „F baue 
ſtigular ſweet vopces. 19. mY Th gue ſt 
J ung? Detire of God, The tft as 4 haue 
laid is called Bene diction, he ſingeth the tro zle 
and pzavl:t5 God oz his high omupotencic. 
; Lehe 
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The ſecand Honour, he ſingeth the Counter: 
tenoꝛ x pꝛupſeth God fo2 his infinite wiſedom 


The third l'rayling, hee ſingeth the Tenoz, | N 


extolleth the wonderfull godnes of God, am 
all bis vertues, his noblenes, and excellencp, 
all that is in him. L he fourth J hzokſgimug, 
he ſingeth the Balle z giueth thanks to God 
fo all his creature, ⁊ loꝛ all the benefits which 
he hath beſtowed on them. 
r. A1ik 
How Deſire learned to ſing. 

* was nob much delighted, both 

with the maner of ſin ging 4 alſo with the 
ſong⸗to whome Deſire o/ God faide, now be- 
thinke thy ſelfe whither thou wilt returne from 
hence oꝛ no. De. M luther can J goe, that! 
may better mn ſelfe, eſpectally, conſidering J 


am come hither with ſo great labour 4 difficul | 


ty; Foz finding myſelfe to be well entertal- 
ned here, and to live in peace,and all content 
ment, by no means will J depart from hence, 
foz the olde Pꝛouerbe lapth, he that is well, let 
him not change his place; therefoꝛe Sir, Y can- 
not be perſwaded fo depart, except you will by 
violence expell me. Deſire of God. Jt is not 
our cuſtome to expell any againſt their wils, 
rather doe we entreat ſuch as enter in h iter, 
that they will make their abodes here among 
vs: Vet that they map know, that we admit 
none 
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admit none loꝛ our neceſſifp : ſometimes, we 
aſke ol them whither they will depart. Eut 
ſ&ing thou haſt determined to continue bere. 
thou muſt not lite and be idle here: foz no idle 
body dwelleth here, oz that doth nut ſpend his 
time in good exerciſes. De. Nhat muſt J do? 
Pehre of God, Mlhatſoeuer is commaun- 
ded fo thee. De. Jf Jam commannded no⸗ 
thing. ſhall J be idle? Deſire of God. Thou 
ſhalt ag, and giue thankes, and pꝛapſe to 
God,fo2 thou art admitted hither eſpecially to 
ſing. And whileſt thor art in doing that which 
thou art commaunded. hau mapoſt ſing to thy 
ſelle left thou be troubled with ible thoughtes: 
but il thou dcfire to p2efit much, and greatly to 
pleaſe our I od and Maler, and to inſinuate 
thyſelfe into his friendſhippe, at nuch as thou 


caͤnſt (if nothing clit be commaunded to thee) 


conuerſe and covferrc with him alone. Then 
ſhalt thou heat e what hee will ſpeake in the, 
t thou ſhalt lea rne many ſecrets that hee Will 
reueale to thee and thou (halt become his moſt 
inward fricnd. De. Map any enter into his 
Chamber and fpcake with hum: Deſire of 
God, Pea truelp, ſo that he be accompanied 
with Humility. Andfarther J allure ther, he 
taketh eſpeciall delight, when arp will come 
to him. and ſer ke to awake hin: fo2 it is his 
nature not to deũre to be alone, a be a man ne. 
uer 
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ner ſo meane 02 baſe, yet doth hee rclight {6 
haue him drſire his pzeſence. And ſo great is 
his dignity 4 woꝛthines, that he regardeth not 
his perſon, oꝛ maketh any differenke of thei 
birthes that ſue to him regarding onely the hu. 
militp ol their minds. Tne man is as deare t 
him as an other, and be created them all of one 
and the ſame mattet. ca moꝛe, the moꝛe baſe 
and bile the perfon is. fo that he debaſe and de 
ic himſelle; the greater doth hee declore his 
laue towards them. And to lay truth theſe 
which dwell in this Wallace amongſt bs, the 
greateſt part of them (ſome few excepted) ate 
bo2nc but of meane and baſe parentage, fo2 ſuch 
as the woꝛlo contemneth as abieas, thoſe doth 
God chooſe fo2 his ſaithfulleſt ſeruantes, that 
none of this ſociety ſhould flatter themleſucs, 


that they deſer ued ol themſelues to bee admitted 


huher, and not though the ſpeciall grace and 
goodunes of Cod. Ik thercfoze thou deſire to 
rontmue among ſt v3, and to Sing among out 
other Singers. and deſire farther that thy (in- 
ging may be pleating and acceptable to God, 
thou muſt labour fo oblerue theſe boure 
things. Lhe ! 1s a Good will. Mhe 2 Hua 
liry. The Patience. The 4 Charity, which 
if thou doeſt, thou ſhalt neuer crre in linging: 
Andalthough ſometimes thou chance to neg 
let lomc part, pet by diiigent obleruation, thon 


hal 


es — — 


a= cn 


— 


and Hope of Heaven. 141 


ſhalt cauly ceme into meaſure Ae. With 
the fu ſl meaſure 02 tune, which is Agood wil, 
theu ſhalt ung tbe plaine ſong, which is as it 
were the ground and loundation oſthe others. 
With the ſet ond and third J meaneHumility 
and Pat icnce, theu ſhalt ſing the Ceſitcrteno2, 
fa; Humwility nd Patience are contrary to 
(elſe will. Mith the fourth Which is Charity 
thou ſhalt explaine, and detlere the ſound and 
tune of the Oꝛgans, and that with excerding 
(wetnes and har men of thy ſonle and ſpirite. 
And if it loꝛtune that thor; bee out of tune, pꝛe 
lilly haue reteu ſe to the firſtnote oꝛ meaſure. 
Alſo if thou chance to png contraty to thy ſel⸗ 
lowes, ob ſcrue him that directeth thee, who 
will bꝛing thee ſot ne into tune againe, thꝛough 
his helpe and aſliſance, end with thelcue cf 
our L oꝛd ani aller. And in all thy ſinging 
obſet ue this one thing diligently, that then fo2- 
get not fo cate the lruit, which hen didteſl ga- 
ther in the houſe of Humility, J mear D1i rut 
of my ſelſe, [02 the moʒe then attainc it to the 
loue and de ſire of God, the better theu ſhalt 
kno w him e lu d tei ſhalt theu finde hm To 
concluble the moꝛe theu ſt alt ofler ofthis frutſe 
to mp T od and Maſter, be greatei ſhalt iheu 
find (8 le ue andlricudſhip tewardes tl,&, (02 
willnglp doth he eate ol it, and moll pleaſing 
is it to him. 

Cu AP, 
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How e ot God brought Deſire into 


the chamber ot his Lord and Maſter, and 


of the manucr ot Praying. 


H. One thing there remaineth pet which | 


J would entreat ol pou, that noh conſide- 


ring, vou haue grantec me to bee a ſeruant of 


this houſe, you will farther bꝛing mee to the 
knowledge al my Maſter, that J map ſæ him: 
kiſſe his hand. Deſire of God. F olloſo 
me in, and J will grant thy dcfire- Now began 
Deſire to feare ànd to tremble thinking that he 
mult ſpeake with a king of ſo great Maiellie 
in his p2 © chamber, & ſo great was his fear 
and his aſtoniſhment, that neither could he& 0 
dur t he pꝛeſume to come ncare him, but now 
beganne to thinke to goe backe againe: but ad. 
uiſng better with himſelfe, and thin kn that 


be was a ſweet, a noble, ard an affable king, | 


and curteous and gentle to ail men, hec tooke 
heart again, truſting wholy to the genticncs of 
him. Here De ſire of God hid hum Rap at ibe 
doꝛe, vntill he went in to his Peſter, and tolde 
him how De ſire deſitet to ſpeane with him: 
And now againe began De fire to bee dorbt 
ſull, how and in what manner he ſhaulolpeaße 
te his Loꝛd à Maſter. When Deſire ot God 
comming ta him told him, hee had acquainted 
his Maſter with his being (here, and _ 

ad 
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bad him goe in, and be wonld ſtay fo him there- 
Now Deliie began with excæding great reue⸗ 


rente to enter t ne houſe, and goe into the Hall, 


who lo ſoone as he eſpied his Loꝛd and Maſter, 
he fell pꝛoſtrate on the ground, and beganae to 
weepe, not pꝛeſuming to liſt vp either his head 


dn eies. Fo2 he had not forgot, what an enemy 


ge had been ſometime tohis Maſter, with how 
many w2ongs and intartes he had offended him 
ho w ill and virrencrentiy he habſometimes ſpo ; 
ken ol him, with the remembꝛance heredf, hee 
was not able to ſprake, but ſtoode weeping and 
ſighing,iceing himſeiſe preſent beioze the Ma⸗ 
jeſty of him, hee hav ſo highly offended. 
Our L. What meancth this weeping? hat 
doſt thou here ?fpeakeft thou nothings cile and 
lap wht thou wanldft haue. De. That? map 


 Ip;rkame to ſpeake O E020 in ꝛeſence ofthy. 
Batcſtp, Jacknowledge mz leite vaworthpts 


open mp Uncleane mouth in the pꝛelence of 
ſuch a Loꝛd, adinit me ta be filent, and to tand 
ſtul and gh. and to bew ile and lamentd mine 
owne iniqulty. Our L. YWWherefaze then art 
thou come hither: De. Jof my ſelfe neuer came 
in hither, foꝛ J holde my lelle vnworthy fo a- 
bide in thy honſe, much lelle wozthy fo cuter 


x- 


thy chamber, Our I. Uyo then brought 


thee hither? Deſire, Thy lelle ſweets Lozd, 
thou haſt d2a wen me, thou haſt made mec ces, 
Li and 
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and call vppoathee, thou haſt commanded th 


gates to bee opened, and that J chould be 
bꝛought in hither to thee. My ſelfe am wholly 
ignoꝛant of the cauſe hercof,o2 what hath mo 
ued thee to it, oʒ what neede thou haſt of mee 
Fo2 J hold it moꝛe ſufficient, then that ſo vy 
wozthpa wzetch as J am, ſhould bee thoaght 
wozthp to be the meaneſt ofthyſcruants, am 
a bondman and flaue in this thy houſe, although 
of mp ſelſe J cannot deſerue that: and hold mp 


ſelle v2wozthptoobtaine1f. But conſidering | 


that it hath plealed thee to call me, and that it 
pleaſeth thee, J ſhal abide with thee, and ſpeak: 
to thee: open t hou O Lo2d J beteech thee my 
lippes, and teach ine what J ſhal ſay in thy pꝛe. 
ſcnce Plant in me ty ſpirit of feare and reue 
rence that thy Maieſt / be not offended by mee 
02 vnreucrenty wozthipped, 62 vnzon92ab:y 
entreatederom this time fozeward of fo v!lea 
linner as 1 acknowledge mp lclfe- Foz it canot 
be done without offring fhee great inury. And 
rather had J kt:{my ſelle then to effcr con- 
fempe, ignomime 02 diſgrace to thy Male: 
ſtie. For thereby chou. d Joſter great tuiurie 
and contemyt to all Angels, and dArci angels, 
and the whole fellowſhippe of heauen, who 
with ſo great reuerence, and feruaur doe loue 
and honoꝛ thee. Teach me therefoze O Lo2de, 
what I ſhall lay 92 do tothce. Foz J wholly 

reſign? 
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reſigne my ſell into thy hands, Grant me there 

foze ſweet L oꝛd the (ſpirit of Humility where 

with J map ſerue thee, thy houſe 4 all thy ler 

uats. let my ſeruice be acceptable to thee, 4 be 

thou W L025 honored and gloꝛiſted in me. 

Cn Nr. 
How our Lordinitructed Deſire, ho he 
i{hould behave himſelte. 

( VR Lo Riſe vp, andlap æwap al man⸗ 

ner of feare. Ifhencefoꝛth thou wilt bee 


vertuous ans godly, and behaue thy ſelle acco2- 


ding to thy dutie: J will neuer remember the 
wꝛongs muries thou haſt done me. And that 
thou maiſt hencefoꝛth amend ⁊ become better, 
J will deliuer thee onely foure words, Which if 
thonromemberzand wilt only obſerne, ſhall be 
verp beneficcall and anaileat le to thee, The firſt 


two are. land 1 hou, The other two. A Scr- 


3 King. Ehele fore woods when 
thou carſt well exerciſe and pꝛadize, will bꝛuig 
ther ts — perie ction ⁊ purity of heart: ano 
will delend and deliuer thee from allperturbati⸗ 
ons of the mind z wol 19h ſtruct ther to liuc pe ce⸗ 
ably and kriendip, and conuerſe qpietip with all 
me De. Uouchſafe O L oꝛd to dire me, how Z 
may excrciſe theſe fore woꝛds. Our. I. T Thou 
maiſt refer all thy erertiſes ts theſe four woꝛds,. 
foz thep are of greatimpoꝛtance, + Whole vo⸗ 
lumes, might be w:itten ok the alone, vohich of 
I3 2 themiclucs 
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ſelues were ſufficient to teach great perfectio1, 
Therekoꝛe when thou reſolueſt to ſpeake vm 
me, ik then thou finde thy ſelle cold, diſtraged 
diſcontented foꝛ any thing that thou art cen 
mãdcd, think to thy ſelfe that with theſe won 
alone If ſpeake tothꝛe. 1 and thou. And ther 
exclude from thy mind the whole wozld, am 
whatſoeuer thou halt heard oꝛ ſeene in thy lit 
imagining that none, but I and I hou are ich 
in this word The other two wozds, Seruant 
and King, wil auaile thee in liufng with thy 
D20thers in is houſe. Che firft, wherof Ser 
uaut will pzont thee herein, that thou malel 
imagine thy ſell, the leru int of all men, where 
by thou ſhaltatt une, Humility & Obedience. 
The other woꝛd Ong, wilſerue thee to rem 
ber chat thou art {127 4 commander ouer thy 


— 


elke. Foꝛ ſuch LGings hoe Jenrich x loade with | 


al treaſures. Foz £1315 time be content with this 
diredid, and haue p24 +4 919073, þ ſo depart, 
De. Wherfoe O Loꝛd doſt thou bid me depart 
+ wilt p J foꝛſake thy pꝛelence: Our L. Thie 
not thy (elſe woꝛthy to abide alwaies wit 3 we, 
but at ſuch times one ly ts J wil, and (hall ſend 
fo: thee,and then fake thou heede that thon doe 
not offend in vunegloꝛp 02 pꝛeſumption. Fo} 


accoꝛming to my obne will an) pleaſare J wil 


cal thee. But beloꝛe thou goe hence, leaue thy 
heart here with me, that wherſaeucr thou — 
uerie 
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uerſe, thy better part mapbe with me. De. Molt 
willingly ſweet Loꝛd, J commit wp heart to 
thy pꝛolection. Our L. J rectiue it from thy 
willing offer, aud pet think not alwaies J will 
do ſo, ſoꝛ ſomtitnes foꝛthy benefit, æ to humble 
thee J wil refuſe to keep it. And this one thing 
J would not haue thee ignoꝛant of, wi ich per- 
aduenture is vnknown to there That the grea- 
ter tomfoꝛt and conſolation J deſire toſend my 
friends: with the moꝛe troubles, aduer ties, £ 
alllicions, J vle to viſit them. But ifthon wilt 
leaue Good wilthpdog here with me, he map 
continually remaine in my pꝛeſence, 4 ſhall ne⸗ 
ner go from me, except thou thyfelfe wilt, pet 
neucrtheleNe dayly muſt thou tommend him to 
me. De. A hy is it neede full that J commend 
him to thee daply?ſufficcth it not that J doe it 
ente Our L. Mo, ę not foꝛ feare, leaſt J ſheuld 
ſoꝛget thee; but leaſt thou thy ſelfe pꝛoue bn- 
mindſul of me, and that thou maiſt haue occa- 
llon cuer to remember and haue mee in thy 
minde, whcrebp J map gratiſie and reward 
thee daply, and accoꝛding to thy ne teſſity and 
want may helpe aud ſuccour thee- Foz nothing 
it is to me, whether thou bee mindfull 02 vn 
mindfuit or me. De. Jpecld thee meſt humble 


thankes moſt ſweet Loꝛd and maiſter. Long 


lince haue 3 pꝛehued thygosdneſſe and beneuo 
lence, foz which thou woꝛkelt all thinges in 
M3 | vs 
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vs onely fo our ſaluation and benelit. 
C AV, 
How Deſire put in practiſe the 4. words q 
his Lord and Maſter, and what bene fit 
he receaued thereby. 

Hus Deſire departing out of the cham; 
ber of his Lord and Maſter, x leatung his 
beart Cilibehind with him: he found De ſire o 
God without the doꝛe expeding bis comming, 
to whom he ſaid, What haſt thou done ſo long 
time within: thinkeſt thou mp Loꝛd 4 Maſter, 
taketh delight and is picaſed with manp wozts 
belecuc me, thou ſhalt ſometime pꝛeuaile mo 
with bim, with one word, then with a hundzed 
De. Me thinks J haue ſtaped too ſhoꝛt a time 
with him. De. Ol Cod. ob view and con: 
ſider all his hatiſe . conſidering thou art recea- 


ued in hither. De J will goe to mp chamber. | 
De.ot God. Goein the nan.cof God. Now | 


De lire did dayly reuolue in his minde the foure 
wozdes, which his Lozd and Maſter had dellue⸗ 
red him, x oft would ſap to bimſelfe. 1 & Thou. 
Seruant aud King. And whenſoeuer hee ſpake 
them, whithcr be diuided them, oz ioyned them 
yet euer they agreed wel together. Foz ioyning 
the firſt, which is I. Mith the third, which is A 


Seruant, he laid to himſelfe J pꝛonounce them 


rightlp: oꝛ, foꝛ the loue of my Loꝛd 4 maſter, 
J am aſeruant. Then topning the firſt with 
the 


o 
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the laſt which is a king. Still he ſeemed fo pꝛo⸗ 
nounce thẽ rightly. Foz being p ſeruant of God, 
be ſaid he was a King. For to ſerue God that 
is to raigne. Againe ſpeaking them an other 
wap 4 iopning. King with Seruant . Still they 
agreed well togetber. Fo2 the Ring of beauen 
tothe intent hee might make mee a king, made 
himiclfe a ſeruant, aud whaſoeuer wil be a king 
t is neceſſary that firſt he make himſelle a ler- 
nant, Thus did Deſire fo2 his benefit mante 
waies topne theſe foure woads togither. Foz if 
at any time he were oppꝛeſſed with anp erter - 
nall aduerſity pꝛeſently wouldheſap tobimſelf 
J nothing regard that men (ap 02 thinkof me, 
not eftceming whether they hano2 o2 contene 
me. J ama ſeruãt oz bondman,and the ſe things 
are meet foꝛ ſuch an one. It he felt himſelſe to be 


, tempted with aup volnptuous pleaſure, then 


ſaid he to him elfe. Be it far from mee, that am 
à King to become the llaue of filthy vice and 
pleaſure, Do vile a ſcruitute belits not my No- 
bilit p. Thus receaued Deſire exceeding bene⸗ 
fits bp theſe woꝛds: whether hee topned them 
in cꝛder.oꝛ placed them contrarilp. Fo2 both 
did they quench naughty defires kindled in him 
and appeaſcd and mittigated all his aduerſities. 
But now cöſidcring 5ᷣ explicauud ołtheſe woꝛds 
may be infinit, leaſt I ſecan to be tedious, Jre- 
ler the reſt ta the good conſideration of others. 
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AN AY PENDIX, GAT HEREFD; 
out of the worke of . latius, 
conteining briefly, the cheefe mat- 
ter of che tormer Dialogue. 
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7khirtecne ſho t prece pts, b Ac Ce ſry . all 
men, that af, re to attame tothe per fit] 
tour of God. 
The frſt. 


g— | NC Oz the lomte of thy Sauſcyr 
"A, Jclus Ch2ilt, who ſufferct 
OIAY of 2 meſt bitter toꝛments fo? thy 
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lake all ſcnſuall delights ard 
| N 4 whenſocuer then 
wonldeſt. 02 deſirelt, to heare, ſer, {mcl;tafte, 
touch, oꝛ ſpeake any thing: call to thy remem. 
bꝛance, and thinke tbat thou art then to ovey 
God, and reaſon ſpeaking in thee, and not thy 
ſenſuall appetite, which ſhall moue and ſtir ther, 
35ceaiſ-readp 4 content to want the delights 
ofthe ſpirit, accozding to the pleaſure and ozU 
nance of God. And whenſocucr thou art = 
$92(>d 
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ail 
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comfoꝛted with an in ward ſwertnes, and con. 
ſolation; reſt not therein, but be ware thou a- 
buie it not accoꝛding to thy owne pꝛoper plea- 
lure, 

2. Keepecner a carcful! watch oner thy ſee- 
ing,heartizg,andoucr thy ipeaking, that they 
detline nat after vnlawfull, vaine, and vnpꝛoſt⸗ 
table tbinges Thou muſt be moſt vigilant, and 
wa ie in ſpeaking, that thou vtter not moze 
woꝛdes, oꝛ in other manner, then ſhall beſecme 
thee, Let all thy talke be ſhoꝛt, plaine, x voide 
of (trite x confention,Gouerne, and oꝛder care- 
fullp. all yarts of thy body, Auoide, and ſhnnne 
immoderate laughter, and all leuitie, aud wan⸗ 
tonneſſe in thy behauiour. 

3 Loue not anp creature with an inoꝛdinate 
affect: on, but moꝛtiſie thy ſelfe to all tranſitoꝛv 
things. and carry a mind irce from ſuch allute⸗ 
ments : foꝛ in ſuch a freedome is contepned the 
moſt true, and pleaſant life. 

4. Bull and deſtropy with all poſſible care, 
thꝛotqb a full reſignation and demall of thy 
ſelfe- all thy paſſons, and ſinful affedions , 
and cipeciatly thy Uubboꝛne and obſtinate ſcli- 
willi. Lcneonelp,bcfoze ali thinges, the hole 
will of Cod and ſtii wich that it map ber done, 
and ta that, wholpſubmit thy elle inſuch lo2f, 
that wh atſornr God wil yaue done, that ſame 
thou ſhalt deſire alſo, In all things, and at all 
times 
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all times, pꝛeſerre the pꝛaiſe and honoꝛ of Ot, 
befoꝛe thy owne pꝛoſit, and pꝛiuate commodity, 


5. Inall things that ſhall happen, wiſelp ex · 


pct the pꝛouidente of God, and carefully com- 
mit thp ſelfe and al thine to him. Knowing that 
be hath care cucr thee, All auucrfity and tt ibu 
lation (be it in internail o2 externall) take as 
lent from the hand of God. Be lecuing foz cer. 
tapnc, that he both ſend it thee, fo2 thy farther 


benefit end good of thy ſcule. Beare it there⸗ 


ſoꝛe patiently cuen to the laſt houre, giumg 
thankes to God and continually pzapſing him, 
though whoſe permiſſion and o2Tinance ſuch 
a thing is belalne thee. And bee not troubled 
oꝛ moued fo? any iniurp, that ſhall bee offered 
to thee, noꝛ tinpaticntly complaine thercol to 
anp man: but calling to remembꝛance thy 
owne tniquitie and ingratitude, holde thy ſelle 
Woꝛthp of allmen to be repꝛehended, blamed, 
contemned, beted, ſcozned, and froite on. 
Why ſhouldſt thou be defcacd foz the woꝛrdes 
of men, 02 fo2 anything th a* thou canſt ſuffer 
from them: Giue men leaue to thinke x ſpeake 
their pleaſures of thee, let the wozld, and the 
Diueil rage as they will at thee, conſidering it 
commeth but by Gods permiſſion. Doe thou 
in the meane time, leane wholp to our Lo2d 
Jeſus, and ſiſentlp keepe peace contiuallie 
in thy beart. Il thou doſt truely confider how 
ſhame⸗ 
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ſhamefull and ſharpe things, thy Creatoꝛ and 
Redeemer Jelus Chꝛiſt hath ſuffered fo2 thee, 
melt patiently thou wouldeſt endare anp al- 
fl:aion whatloeuer. 

6 Imagme thy ſelfe moꝛe bale, q abica, then 
any other creature remembꝛing thy own vils- 
neſſe, and what thy ſinnes haue deſerued. If 
thou thinke anp god of thp ſeiſe conſidering 
thou halt none, tf vnwiſelie than like thy owne 
doinges and conccaue well of them, herein 
thou ſhe weſt thperceeding pꝛide, foz which, 
thou ſtinkeſt befoze t3e face of God. That 
good ſoeuer is tn thee, it is Gods, and not thine, 
beware theretozc in vurping tnat, which ap- 
pertapneth to God. Neither boaſt thereof, o: 
leeke to pleaſe thy (elfe : in that which ſhall ſo 
highly diſpleaſe almightie God. Farther think 
thy ſelfe vnwoꝛthy of the {malicſt benefitteit 
tall pleaſe God to beſtow on ther. 

7, Dbep and follow in alllawfull things the 
will ard commandement of other men, thy 
owne ſelfe-wii! cle arely abandoned, and all 
appetites and deſires vanquiſhed and oner- 
come. Moſt readily ſubmit thy ſelle to Obedi⸗ 
ence, ſoꝛ nothuig is moꝛe acceptable to God 
then Odedience: and dilobedience the thinge 
which God meit hacety-» 

8 Content thp lelfe with kewe and ſimple 
things. following the example of our Sautour 
Chuiſt 
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Chꝛiſt and his meſt bleffed Mother, Delight 
neither in Laine apparel, no2 gluttencus diet. 


But thinke with thy lelfe, how vnthanklal 


thou ſhoulde ſt be, il thou ſhouldeſt mur mur fo; 
thy meate, nt beirg curieuſly dae ſſed cenſide- 
ring eur Saviour Jeſus Chꝛiſt, was offeredfo) 
thy ſake, moſt bitter gall and vineger todainke, 
Ifthou Want lemetime cucn thoſe things 
which are nerdfullfoꝛ ihee, pet euer hondꝛ Cod 
and put thy truſt and confidence in him, ho 
neuer foꝛſakeih thoſe that ſerue him, although 
foꝛ their greater good he ſufter them ſomtime 
to want. 

9 L cue all men fncerely as thp bzothers, 
and ſiſters, repꝛeſenting the J mage ot God thy 
Creatoꝛ: Hartily wiſh the good of ali men. 
Shewtoallmen clpcctallytotiine enemies, 
and perſecutoꝛs, a milde, and gentle counte- 


nance, and behauicur, and let all thy woꝛrdes 


be ciuill to them: ſuppꝛeſſiing in thy (elle all 
bitter ne ſſe of heart with a mildnes and ſtycet- 
neſf> ofholp charfiy. Bee cucr ready to com- 
foꝛt, and aide all men in nete ſſity. Haue pitty 
and compaſſion vpen all in miſerp, retopce at 
other mens vertucs,as at thy gone: and fake 
other mens mileries as the miſcry of thy ſelle, 
trag ming thou art ſubic>to as much as any 
other. 
10 Contemne noman:vaniſh (rem thp hart 
with 
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with ail poſſible diligence, euill ſuſpitton, and 
raſh iudgement. 4nure thy ſelle to thinke weil 
ofallmea. Interpꝛet with ſtmplicitp the ſap- 
mgs, and doings of others to the beit. j3zclerre 
plainely all other men beſoꝛe thy elle. Ima⸗ 


gine thou art maze vile, and ingrate, then any 


other man lian, Sapto thy fclfe, ſap alſo 
to God, A am unworthy to freave vpon the 
earth. Oh that thou diddeX vnderſtand how 
willingly thou o ighteſt vndertake all ſerwile 
woꝛkes foꝛ Gods ſake: how gladly thou ſhaul⸗ 
deſt obey and lerue other fa2 him. Fo2 our 
Lozd and Redecmer Jesus Chziſt, him⸗ 
ſeife beeiig made man, became a ſetuant, 
and with hum elity wached the leete of his Dil⸗ 
clples. 

I: Labour to pleaſe Gad, rather then men, 
and Wiſh rather to be doſplicd then honoureg. 
12 Feede and naurtch in thy iclfe holy aud 
vertuous thoughtes, and cuerp where attende 
the pꝛeſence of God, hauing thy thoughts con- 
tinually fred on him, whether thou kerle ſent - 
ſible deuotion oꝛ no. Theſe woꝛds kollo wing 
being ort thought vpon, will helpe grealy to re⸗ 
collect thy ſpirits, and reuerentip to thinke 
onthe pꝛelence of God. O Lord God, thou 
art euer preſent to aide and alſiſt me: thou 


inhabiteſt and art abiding in the ſecrets ot 


my ſ{onle- 
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13, Mhatſoeuer is not of God, regardit not 
noꝛ think thatit doth appertain to thee ſo may 
cſt thou with © quiet mind attend his {crutce, 
And one thing is necellary:which to obtaine, 
thoumuſt laboz, endeuour, and doe what lpeih 
in (hp power yet ſo. that thon wholp diftruſt 
thy ſelfe, and al that thou canſt doe, but haue all 
thy confidence in God alone, in his mercy and 
goodneſſe, aud in toe helpe and aſſiKance of his 


heauenly grace. Foz without God, thou cariſt | 


do nothing but ſirine. Reade ouer againe, and 
aga ine, theſe ſhoꝛt tules, and examine thp lie 
and behauiour by them. 
AN INDPEROF FHECHAP- 
ters of this Dialogue, diuide d into 
three parts. 
HE tft Chapter. Deſire goth on 1. 
erimage. 
2. He 1» inftructed by ſpiritual Prelates, 
3. Oltheſan.c Argument. 
4, Of che houſe ot Fri: ty 
5. How Lain glorie watcheth at the gates. 
6. By what meanes we may attain to II, 
wity, 
7, Of thepurpole of Humility, & her con- 
| terence with Deſire. 
6. Humnulny continueth her diſcourſe, 
9 Humility ſtill conttaucth her ſpeech, & 
teacheth how to ſiglit againſt ſfinnc, 


10, Ot 


* 


The Table. 


10. Ot concupiſcence of the tleth. 
11. Otconcupiſcence of the eics, and pri 
"—_ 
. How the other wicked Maydens m. y_ 
„ 
3. All malice may he expelled, 
14. Ot other exe:ciſes v1 Humility, 
15. Ot the vertues that bee daugiiterSto 
Humility. | 
16. How all Creaivres be good, Ann. 45 ef One 
IS good b it God, 
17. Ol the ſane Argument. 
18 Otthe manecs & codinons get lunphcicy 
19. Howp unity oft Emut,and JAnoc ice 
mig ht be preſerued. 
20, Ot Poucrty. 
1. Of Obedicnce, 
22. OtChalli'y. 
23. The( onclifion of thic fg part. 
THESECOND EARS. 
1. Ot Patience, 
2. How God way ve known by Ins cretures 
THE THIR FIRT, 
1. Of che probation and exercile of the le ue 
of God, 
2, Of the louc of our Net: 4 hbour, | 


3. Ot the Loue of God and of our Netgh- 


bour,and of an other degree of louc.agd 
ot the function thereof, 


4, Ot 


2 
4, . Otthe lang 4 
. Oftwoother Purpoſes ofthe Lowe of 
Dod, to wit, to deſire nothing and to thinke 

vpen! nothing. | | 
ee pe, and of prayer alſo. 
Ro. IF lico T of the Leue of God in an o- 
e „ And a continuation ottha 
which he began of th e maner of pray; ing. 
8. Ofthe third degree of Loue. 
9. Ortho ſe things which the Leue of God 
* | 
. Row the Loue of God brought deſire 
into the houſe. 
11. Ho Deſire of God prepared Deſite | 
"rocateof rhe fruit he gaue him. 
12. How Deſire learned to ling. 

3. How Deſire of God brought Defire in- 
to the chamber ot his Lord and . 
and of the manner of pray ing. 

4 How our Lord gaue Deſire 200d; direc· 
tions, to gouerne himſelſe wall; 

15. Deliteexerciſed the foure words, which 
our Lord taught him, and what beneſit 
hee reaped thereby. 


The Table: 


* 


— 


EINIS. 


